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Religion 


Anti-Dalai Lama Campaign: Sale of Dalai 
Lama Photos Banned 

TIN News Update / 16 October, 1994 

Police in Lhasa have confiscated all photographs of the 
Dalai Lama on display in the city markets, according to 
a Government official in the Tibetan capital. The ban is 
the latest development in an on-going three month 
campaign to crush support for the exiled Tibetan leader. 

The official, who asked not to be named, told TIN on 
Thursday that all photographs of the Dalai Lama had 
been seized by police from the Barkor, Lhasa's main 
Tibetan shopping area, but said that he did not know 
the reason for the confiscations. 

Western tourists in the city said the photographs were 
seized from Tibetan traders on 28th and 29th 
September by the blue uniformed police force known 
colloquially as the Bao'An or "Security", a low-status 
unit of Tibetan policemen whose job is to control 
commerce and street trade. 

The seizure of the photographs indicates an significant 
increase in controls in Tibet. Even though it has been 
forbidden for foreigners to distribute photographs of the 
exile leader, copies have been openly available for sale 
in Lhasa for at least ten years. 

The Chinese state acknowledges the Dalai Lama's role 
as a religious figure, and in the last decade has tolerated 
pictures of him on the grounds that they are part of 
constitutionally permitted or "normal" religious 
activities. Each temple and family shrine in Tibet 
typically has a photograph of the Dalai Lama, and until 
now it has been only pictures of the lama with the 
forbidden Tibetan flag, or pictures distributed by 
foreigners, that have been outlawed. 

The crackdown on the pictures indicates a significant 
change in religious policy in Tibet, and comes less than 
a month before an official visit to China by the UN 
Special Rapporteur on Religious Freedom, the first visit 
to the country by a UN human rights official. 

Signs of an expanding crackdown have been evident for 
at least three months, but most observers did not 
expect the campaign to reach ordinary Tibetans. The 
move began in late May this year when Party members 
in Tibet were reminded of the Party's commitment to 
atheism and told to remove any altars or signs of 
devotion from their homes. Campaigns against religion 
within the Party in Tibet are recurrent but not 
automatic, and in January 1991 a moderate Tibetan 
faction made a public but unsuccessful appeal to the 
Party to relax the demand that Tibetan communists 
renounce religion. 

The 1994 campaign against Buddhism among 
communists is stronger than usual, and is believed to 
prohibit cadres from attending a Buddhist ceremony or 
temple, possessing a rosary, or having a shrine or Dalai 
Lama picture at home, according to unofficial local 
sources. One Tibetan pointed out the wider disruption 
caused by this ban. "This has created friction in the 


families of Party members, as not all are in the Party or 
government employees. Article 88 of the Constitution 
states that people of the People's Republic of China are 
free to observe religious practices," he commented. 

Ban Extended to Government Employees 

In the last week of May this year the campaign 
expanded its focus from party members to government 
officials and government employees in the Tibet 
Autonomous Region. Meetings were held in Lhasa 
government offices that week telling officials that no 
photographs of the Dalai Lama would be allowed in their 
offices or vehicles. 

In the second week of June further meetings were held 
in government departments forbidding display of the 
photograph. Another warning was given in meetings 
held in July, by which time the ban had been extended 
to cover semi-official agencies, including tourist 
agencies, business co-operatives and taxi companies. 

At the end of August notices were circulated in Lhasa 
offices which made it clear that the ban applied to the 
homes of government employees, as well as their 
offices, and said that officials could not carry such 
photos on their person, according to unconfirmed 
reports from Lhasa. "Now all the government 
employees, irrespective of whether they are party 
members or not, cannot perform religious practices in 
any form. Possession of Dalai Lama photos have been 
declared a criminal act if found on any government 
employee," claimed one source. 

The confiscation of Dalai Lama photographs from Lhasa 
markets on 28th September extended the campaign for 
the first time to ordinary Tibetans who are not officials 
or party members. 

Anti-Dalai Lama Campaign: Schoolchildren Recalled 

The ban on photographs is the most visible part of a 
larger campaign against any form of support for the 
Dalai Lama. In August orders were issued to 
Government officials and employees instructing them to 
recall any of their children who had been secretly taken 
to India for education in exile Tibetan schools there. 

"Those who fail to obey the order face demotion and 
possible loss of their jobs, and party members will be 
expelled from the Party," an unofficial source in Lhasa 
added. 

According to another report, the notices said school 
children educated in India - several hundred children are 
smuggled across the Tibetan border to India each year - 
would lose their right to residence permits if they did 
not return to Tibet immediately. 

The meetings held in government offices between May 
and August also called on officials to criticise the Dalai 
Lama, and the official media launched a propaganda 
drive against the "Dalai clique", a Chinese code word 
for the exile Tibetan government which is used only in 
the aggressive phases of anti-nationalist campaigns. 



There have been at least 1 5 attacks by name on the 
"clique" in the official media since 2nd August. The 
campaign followed the re-establishment earlier this year 
of a Party committee to oversee anti-Dalai Lama 
propaganda, according to a well-placed source in 
Beijing. 

The existence of the campaign was confirmed by 
Sangdrol, secretary of the Shigatse Party Committee, in 
a report by Xizang Ribao (Tibet Daily) on 20th 
September (SWB 4th October 1994). "This year, our 
prefecture has openly criticized the splittist Dalai clique 
[in order] to help people fully recognize its political face 
under its religious veil. We have achieved very good 
results in this respect," the cadre told the Tibet Daily, in 
an unusually frank description of Party strategy. 

A repeated theme of the campaign is to blame current 
economic and social difficulties in Tibet on the exile 
Tibetan leader and his colleagues. "We should recognize 
the fact that the Dalai clique is the main source of 
Tibet's instability and lack of development," said Tibet 
Daily. 

Religious Policy Shift 

The campaign also makes a shift in religious policy by 
implying that allowances should no longer be made for 
the Dalai Lama's religious role. "Our struggle with the 
Dalai clique is not a question of believing or not 
believing in religion, or of implementing or not 
implementing autonomy, but a question of safeguarding 
the motherland's unity and opposing splittism," said the 
paper, a statement echoed verbatim in nearly a dozen 
official speeches that month. 

The shift, which could potentially lead to religious 
respect for the Dalai Lama being regarded as a political 
crime, has implications for China's religious policy in 
Tibet, where purely religious respect for the Dalai Lama 
has been tolerated for at least the last decade. 

A senior cadre sought to define the new policy in the 
Tibet Daily article. "Religion should, first of all, be 
allowed to exist and be protected. Second, it must be 
practised in a patriotic and law-abiding manner. Third, it 
should be guided to suit a socialist society," said Guo 
Jinlong, a deputy secretary of the Tibet Autonomous 
Regional party committee. "We should strengthen 
management [of religion] in accordance with the law 
and not let things slide," he added. 

The anti-Dalai Lama campaign is the aggressive element 
of the China's current two-part strategy against the pro¬ 
independence movement. The more seductive arm of 
the strategy involves winning Tibetan support by 
increasing financial subsidies to the region and 
reconstructing prominent traditional buildings. 

A Hong Kong-based Chinese language paper, Ming Bao, 
said in its 11th October edition that Beijing's promise in 
July to allocate an additional 2.4 billion yuan in 
development subsidies had led the authorities to believe 
"that a good opportunity had come for the government 
to eliminate the Dalai Lama's influence in a big way". 
The paper said that the confiscations of the 
photographs had been carried out by "Tibetan cadres" 
as a "small gift" by the local authorities to mark the 


45th anniversary of the founding of the People's 
Republic of China, which was celebrated in Beijing on 
1st October. 

Update, 30th October: Reports from Tibet indicate that 
the crackdown on officials possessing photographs 
extended to rural areas of Lhasa Prefecture. A 
government official, who was not a Party member, 
working in one rural county near Lhasa told a TIN 
source that he had been instructed to remove all 
religious items from his house. Reports from Shigatse 
said that the campaign was less noticeable in that area. 

Education: a Chinese official told a TIN source that it 
was correct that government officials whose children 
are in schools in India had been told to withdraw the 
children and bring them back to Tibet. The exile Tibetan 
authorities announced that nine children had been 
recalled by their parents and taken back to Tibet. 

Tourists Deported for Dalai Lama 
Cassette 

TIN News Update /26 July, 1994 

Two American tourists in Tibet were interrogated by 
Chinese police for four days last month and then 
deported after giving a monk a cassette recording of a 
speech by the Dalai Lama. 

The two Americans, who were driven under police 
escort 260 km to the nearest airport and then flown to 
Nepal on 24th June, have now issued a statement 
accusing the Chinese authorities of harassing tourists. 

Karen Stobbs Aderer, aged 24, and her husband, Karl 
Aderer, a 52 year old businessman from Missouri, were 
on their first trip to Tibet when, on 21st June, the third 
day of their group tour, they handed the audio cassette 
to a monk at Tashilhunpo monastery in Shigatse, 
Tibet's second largest city. 

"Before we left the United States a friend of ours who 
is a Buddhist lama had given us a tape of teachings of 
the Dalai lama in the Tibetan language," said Mrs 
Aderer, who took three copies of the tape with her to 
Tibet. 

The couple, who had no previous contact with the Tibet 
issue or with any Tibetans or any Tibet organisation, 
say that they understand that the tape contained 
religious teachings by the Dalai Lama, except for one 
reference at the end to Tibetan freedom. 

They also gave to other monks three photographs of the 
Dalai Lama, which most tourists carry in Tibet as gifts 
for Tibetans and which can be bought in official shops 
and market stalls in Tibet. "The monk to whom we 
gave the tape appeared very grateful and quickly hid it 
under his robes," said Mrs Aderer, who does not know 
whether the man has also been detained. 

That afternoon the couple found that two Chinese 
women had joined their group. "We were immediately 
suspicions because in the past our guide had always 
asked our permission before giving someone a ride and 
this time he just announced that the women would be 
coming with us," said Mrs Aderer. The women turned 
out to be plain clothes police officers. 
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The women kept close to the American couple that 
afternoon as the group was taken around Shalu 
monastery, 19 km south of Shigatse, where a young 
boy tried to persuade them to give him photographs of 
the Dalai Lama. "I am now convinced that they were 
trying to set us up, because the boy's behaviour was 
aggressive and insistent, quite unlike other Tibetans 
who had asked us for photographs," said Mrs Aderer, 
who did not give out any more items. 

On the way back to Shigatse that afternoon the tour 
group was stopped at a police road-block that had been 
specifically set up for them. "Some police officers 
entered the van, bringing with them a young man who 
we recognised as a monk from Tashilhunpo monastery 
but who was now wearing civilian clothes," said Mrs 
Aderer. "The young man pointed us out and we were 
escorted to the police station." 

The couple were interrogated and asked to stay in or 
near their hotel for four days, and required to make daily 
visits to a police station where "we would undergo 
interrogation, listen to threats and sign "statements" 
saying we distributed political propaganda," said Mrs 
Aderer. Their passports were confiscated, their room 
was searched, and the two other copies of the Dalai 
Lama tape and seven other photographs of the exiled 
leader were impounded. The couple and their belongings 
were filmed by a police video crew. 

The couple pointed out to the police, who were all 
Chinese, that the Dalai Lama photos were sold in the 
gift shop of the government-owned hotel. They were 
told that it was not against the law for foreigners to buy 
the photos, but that "to distribute them to the Tibetans 
was to encourage them to rebel against the Chinese 
government". 

During the interrogation the Chinese police insisted that 
they were Tibetan-speakers who knew what was on 
the cassette, which the police referred to as the "Free 
Tibet" tape. The two, neither of whom know any 
Tibetan, were interrogated in separate rooms, and their 
guide and another tourist were also questioned at length 
by police. 

Although Shigatse has few long distance telephone 
lines, the couple were able to make several phone calls 
to their Embassy in Beijing, but said their phone calls 
were either answered by staff there who did not speak 
English or who were unable to help. "We could be 
rotting in a Chinese prison and I am not so certain they 
would even know," said Mrs Aderer, who described the 
US Embassy's service as incompetent. 

Mrs Aderer said that other tourists she met in Tibet had 
cancelled trips to China because of harassment by 
police for such infringements as having guide books 
which contained photographs of the Dalai Lama. "The 
Chinese are creating a generation of tourists who are 
very antagonistic to the Chinese - they hassled 
everybody," said Mrs Aderer after her experience, "We 
are never going to China, I can guarantee you that." She 
said that no force or aggression was used on them by 
police, but described the four day interrogation as 
unnecessary harassment. 


"They are just so threatened by the Dalai Lama," 
commented Mrs Aderer. "I find it amazing that this 
enormous country with a huge army and with all of its 
police officers can be so terrified of one man." 

An American tourist on a separate group in Tibet this 
month said that they were placed under a night time 
curfew while they were in Lhasa. "We were told by a 
local guide that people had to be in after dark, and that 
we were not to leave the grounds of the Holiday Inn at 
night," said the tourists, whose tour group left Tibet on 
5th July. 

Background: 1993 Arrests from Tashilhunpo 

There is no news of what happened to the monk who 
accepted the tape. Last year five monks from 
Tashilhunpo were imprisoned in June and July 1993 
after being found with books by the Dalai Lama. 

In July the administrator or zhuren of the monastery is 
said to have had called for the Tashilhunpo monks to 
denounce any of their colleagues "who have cassettes 
of the Dalai Lama, any who have Independence 
literature, and likewise anyone who has listened to radio 
broadcasts in Tibetan from outside, especially from 
VOA [the Voice of America]," according to a transcript 
of a speech issued by an underground organisation 
called the "Snow Ranges" on 15th July last year. 

"Whoever identifies such persons will be rewarded and 
recognised as an outstanding model and special 
considerations will be given to you," the zhuren said in 
his speech, according to the group. 

Those arrested included Phurbu Tsering, detained on 
15th June 1993, and Nyima Phuntsog, detained on 1st 
July 1993, because they were found with a copy of the 
Dalai Lama's autobiography, and because they had been 
listening to the broadcasts in Tibetan by VOA. Sonam 
Gyalpo, also a monk at Tashilhunpo involved in political 
activities, was arrested on 1st July and is believed by 
Tibetans to have received the worst treatment. It is not 
known if the monks are still in custody. 

Crackdown on Reactionary Propaganda 

Conditions in Tibet appear to be more restrictive than 
last year, and government officials have issued 
numerous calls for the circulation of pro-independence 
literature to be stopped. "We must resolutely foil 
splittist elements' attempts to infiltrate into the region 
through various channels," TAR Party Deputy Secretary 
Raidi told cadres on 22nd May, according to Tibet Daily. 

"Anyone who brings, sells, disseminates and spreads 
reactionary propaganda materials should be dealt with 
in accordance with law," he said. He admitted to 
concern about the scale of the imports: "Comparatively 
serious problems exist in the propaganda of public 
opinion and [in] border control," he said. 

Raidi called for special efforts to be made against 
splittism in Shigatse, which oversees 1,500 km of 
Tibet's border and includes most of the trade and entry 
ports with Nepal. "Xigaze [Shigatse] Prefecture is at the 
forefront of fighting against separatism,, safeguarding 
the motherland's unity and fortifying border defense," 
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Raidi said on 13th June according to a Tibet Radio 
broadcast. 

"Secessionists outside the borders are trying in every 
possible way to win over the masses in the realm of 
ideology," said an article in the Tibet Daily on 4th July. 
"They make use of illegal broadcasting, audio and video 
products, printed materials, rumour mongering and other 
methods in an attempt to infiltrate and confuse the 
Tibetan people's minds so they can fish in troubled 
waters". 

"We must not lower our guard and shut our eyes to 
such attempts," said the newspaper, according to the 
BBC Monitoring Service. 

Between 1985 and 1993 customs officials in Lhasa 
impounded "a large batch of reactionary printing 
materials" and "14,000 pieces of audio-video 
products", according to Tibet Radio on 16th June this 
year, although it was unclear as to whether the videos 
contained pro-independence or sexual material, both of 
which are grouped under propaganda by the Chinese. 
"The anti-contraband personnel of the Lhasa Customs 
office have made arduous efforts that require both 
wisdom and bravery [and] have written glorious 
chapters of cracking down on smuggling in the borders 
of this snowy land," said the broadcast. 

Chinese Media on Religion 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news about religion 
in Tibet since June 1 994, monitored by the BBC's Summary of 
World Broadcasts (SWB), with parallels from other nationality 
areas. Dates in the headings are those when the event took 
place or was first reported; the date in brackets following the 
news item is that of the SWB issue in which it was published. 
The letter "W" after the date indicates that the item is taken 
from the SWB Weekly Economic Supplement. 

15 June: Beijing has introduced further measures 
covering the setting up of nation-wide churches and of 
ties between these churches and their counterparts 
abroad, Hong Kong's Tangtai paper reported. The State 
Council's Bureau of Religious Affairs recently held a 
conference in Beijing for chiefs of bureaus in charge of 
religious work, which laid down new measures. They 
were: 

1. For Buddhists and Taoists: "proper management" 
should be exercised over existing monasteries. Quality 
of monks should be "improved". No monasteries should 
be built without approval. Small rural temples should be 
registered. 

2. Islam: religious officials must not meddle in state 
policies in administrative, judicial, education and 
marriage systems. Religious officials must be rectified 
and improved. Disputes between sects should be 
handled forcefully. 

3. For Catholics: the rite should be reformed and mass 
in Chinese gradually introduced. Shortages of bishops 
and clergy are outstanding. "Training should be given to 
those who are politically competent". Efforts should be 
made to handle "underground catholic forces". New 
organisations should be dissolved and precautions taken 
to stop their formation. The establishment of a national 
Catholic centre will not be allowed. 


4. Christianity (i.e., Protestantism): religious 

departments should tackle thorny issues such as 
individuals proclaiming themselves missionaries. Any 
one who proclaims himself a missionary, openly 
opposes socialism, publicises extremism or 
disseminates heretical beliefs should be punished. 
Private meeting places should either be banned or 
undergo registration. "The traditional Christian family 
gathering should not be regarded as a private 
gathering". They should be replaced by churches. (22 
June) 

17 July; The Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region has 
issued new rules governing religion, Xinhua reported. 
Ningxia has 1.6 min Muslims and expanding Buddhist 
and Catholic populations. More than 2,000 mosques, 
churches and temples have opened since the late 
1980s, and some clergymen are meddling in education, 
marriage and family planning, said Yang Yaocang, 
director of the Religious Affairs Bureau of the region. 

The new law forbids religious bodies from interfering in 
administrative affairs, orders that new religious 
buildings must be approved, and allows foreigners to 
take part in ceremonies but not to form religious 
organisations or schools, or recruit members, appoint 
clergymen or preach in the region. (18 July) 

20 June: New monasteries and temples are springing 
up all over China, the People's Daily asserted. "In some 
places, almost every village has built a temple and some 
villages have built more than one," it said. "An alarming 
amount of manpower resources and money is 
consumed in the random construction of temples...far 
surpass(ing) the funds used to build schools." 

Quite a lot of the money comes from appropriations, 
with households paying dozens or hundreds of yuan, the 
paper said. It also "disturbs people's thinking and leads 
to the emergence and spreading of feudal and 
superstitious activities." 

"Some leading cadres...take a laissez faire 
attitude...they claim that when there are more temples, 
these temples can attract domestic and foreign 
guests...the local revenue will increase. But they do not 
bother to give any thought to the impact on the social 
atmosphere." There should be more control, and 
materialism and atheism should be strengthened, the 
paper concluded. (14 July) 

4 July: Li Ruihuan, a senior Chinese leader and member 
of the ruling politbureau standing committee, said that 
nationality and religious affairs must be handled strictly 
in accordance with the central committee's policies. 

"We must adopt a very cautious attitude", he told 30 
leading officials from all over China who were attending 
a course on the subject. 

"Problems cropping up in the nationality and religious 
areas are mostly contradictions within the ranks of the 
people" [i.e. resolvable by persuasion rather than 
harsher means], he noted. Li called for vigilance against 
turmoil, but emphasised the importance of 
implementing party policies, improving the autonomy 
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system, respecting the customs of nationality people 
and protecting their interests. 

He pointed out that the combined minorities have a 
population of 100 m and inhabit roughly half China's 
landmass. He discussed how to speed up economic 
development and train and promote nationalities 
officials. 

Hu Jintao, also present, called on officials to 
conscientiously study the Marxist nationality and 
religion theories. (6 July) 

1 7 July: A four-year old has been identified in France as 
the reincarnation of the Kagyu-pa lama Kalu Rinpoche, 
who died in 1989, France 2TV (teletext) reported. The 
child, born in Paris of Bhutano-Tibetan parents, was 
inducted as a lama at Kagyu Ling, in Burgundy, France, 
and will soon be sent to Sonada monastery in India for 
12 years' training. (20 July) 

7 Aug: "In the eyes of laymen, monks and lamas must 
have a calm mind and no earthly desires, but the 
concept is changing in present-day China," Xinhua 
commented. Local officials from national minorities and 
religious affairs said that the monasteries of Yushu 
prefecture in Qinghai province have "vigorously" 
engaged in business over recent years, as the local 
government has "adopted a series of preferential 
measures to encourage them to [support] themselves 
by means of production... As a result, more than 130 
temples and monasteries have all launched economic 
undertakings such as shops, inns and clinics of Tibetan 
medicine," Xinhua continued. 

"Most of these temples and monasteries have now 
been equipped with modern transport vehicles. More 
than half of the religious staff...have become engaged 
in year-round economic activities. Economic returns 
from such undertakings greatly surpass the money 
donated by worshippers." Labu monastery opened a 
store in the local township and set up offices for buying 
and selling in Garze [Ganze] county, Sichuan, in Qamdo 
[Chamdo] prefecture, in Lhasa, and in Xining. Besides 
helping monasteries, this also stimulated trade in 
remote areas. 

For example, in villages high up in the mountains of 
Yushu prefecture villagers can now buy tea and salt 
from the monastery shop instead of taking a fortnight to 
ride to the nearest centre, Xinhua pointed out. 

On the grasslands, "numerous ads of different shops 
now appear on the long narrow flags fluttering above 
major Buddhist ceremonies. Religious believers and 
worshippers will hardly forget to do some shopping 
after the worship services are over." (13 Aug) 

9 Aug: Religious activities in Tibet have been thriving 
under the protection of China's policy of freedom to 
believe, Xinhua claimed. There were now more than 
34,000 Buddhist monks and nuns in the TAR, 1.7% of 
the total population. 

"Following the revival of activities of the Tibet chapter 
of the Buddhist Association of China in 1980, all places 
in the region set up their own Buddhist organisations," 
Xinhua noted. "With help and financial aid from the 


central government, the Tibetans set up the Tibet 
Institute of Buddhism", and various sects offer courses 
on Buddhist scriptures to about 3,000 disciples. 

Since 1987, Tibet has selected some "living Buddhas" 
to study at the Beijing Institute for Senior Buddhists. In 
1992, the "Democratic Management Committee" of the 
Curbo [Tsurpu] monastery near Lhasa found the child 
reincarnation of the 16th Garmaba [Karmapa] of the 
Kagyudpa school in Qamdu Chamdo prefecture, as 
predicted in the will of the late Garmaba. "It was the 
first reincarnation of a living Buddha since 1949," 
Xinhua said. 

Now the Tibet chapter of the Chinese Buddhist 
Association is helping the "Democratic Management 
Committee" at Tashilhunpo monastery to search for the 
reincarnation of the Panchen Lama, Xinhua claimed. The 
association also organises exchanges with foreign 
Buddhist organisations, sending about 20 people abroad 
and receiving more than 10,000 visitors in recent years. 
(13 Aug) 

12 Aug: Zhang Tingjin, director of the Dalian Institute of 
Human Physiology, recently went to Tibet to donate 1 
min yuan for a programme to save the Tibetan Buddhist 
scriptures, the Kangyur and the Tangyur, Xinhua 
reported. To preserve them, Tibet has organised some 
artists to inscribe them on wood blocks. When some 
organisations in China's interior heard about it, they 
offered to donate funds. Besides the Dalian institute 
(which is to invest more than 7 min yuan in the next 
five years), Heyuan municipal government in 
Guangdong, Shenzhen Shenhua Industrial Corporation 
and Dongguan Hongji Industrial Corporation have also 
given money. Comoiling Dainzin Chilai [Tsomonling 
Tenzin Trinley], vice-president of the Tibet branch of the 
CBA, said Tibet would send living Buddhas to 
Guangdong in exchange. (13 Aug) 

16 Aug: Making a success of nationalities' and religious 
work is a party requirement and a practical demand, 
Lhasa TV stated. In implementing the guidelines of the 
Third Forum, it is important to do this. We should 
respect freedom to believe in religion in an appropriate 
manner, and we should also strengthen management of 
temples, socialist ideological and political education, and 
education on science and culture, the TV said. (22 Aug) 

Xinjiang - Religion 

16 July: Regional regulations on administering religious 
affairs in Xinjiang were adopted, the Xinjiang Daily 
reported on 6 August. They were as follows: [...] 

2. Citizens enjoy freedom of religious belief 

3. The rights of religious organisations and personnel 
are protected by law. 

4. Religious activities shall be conducted within the limit 
allowed by the constitution. 

5. Religious organisations shall not be controlled by 
foreign forces. 

6. All religions shall respect each other. 

7. Personnel holding religious posts are believers who 
hold given religious posts and perform religious duties. 

8. Personnel holding religious posts shall uphold party 
leadership and socialism, national unity, be patriotic and 
law-abiding. 
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9. Personnel for religious posts shall be selected by the 
managing organisation of the place of religious 
activities. 

10. Personnel holding religious posts shall be selected 
from within the local county or city. For outside 
personnel approval must be given. 

11. Personnel in religious posts incapable of performing 
their duties shall be relieved of their posts. 

12. Places of religious activity are temples, 
monasteries, mosques, churches and other fixed 
locations. 

13. Places of religious activity must apply for 
registration. 

14. Managing organisations of such places must obtain 
a licence to manage and use their land. 

1 5. Units and individuals who do building, setting up 
commercial outlets or film within areas managed by 
religious organisations must obtain their consent and 
consent of religious affairs departments. 

16. Such places shall manage and protect cultural 
relics, the environment and scenic spots on their land. 

17. Such places shall be managed by organisations 
elected by religious believers under the guidance of 
religious organisations. 

18. These democratic organisations may operate 
commercial activities with the object of achieving self- 
support. 

19. No other organisation or individual may use the 
property and income of religious organisations. 

20. Religious organisations have the legitimate rights 
and interests of the personnel holding religious posts. 

21. The establishment of a religious organisation shall 
obtain approval from the religious affairs department. 

22. Religious organisations may, with approval, set up 
schools. 


23. With the approval of the state council and local 
government, religious organisations may conduct 
friendly exchanges with overseas organisations. 

24. Donations from overseas religious organisations 
shall be disposed of according to relevant state 
regulations. 

25. Published scriptures and audio-visual tapes shall get 
approval in accordance with regulations. 

26. Religious personnel who implement these 
organisations shall be commended by the government. 

27. When religious personnel violate these regulations, 
they may be punished according to law. 

28. If their legitimate rights and interests are infringed, 
religious affairs departments shall investigate. 

29. Violations which constitute offences against public 
order shall be dealt with by public security organs. 

30. When meting out such punishment, departments 
concerned must put the punishment in writing. Appeals 
may be made. 

31. The autonomous region may formulate 
implementation measures based on these regulations. 

32. The regional religious affairs bureau shall be 
responsible for interpretation. 

33. These regulations shall take effect on 1 October 
1994. (22 Aug) 

Inner Mongolia - Religion 

25 June: At the fifth congress of Inner Mongolia 
Buddhists, Wu Lan, chairman of the Regional Buddhists' 
Association, noted that besides the work being done to 
repair and rationalise temples, "Attention should be paid 
to having Buddhist circles engage in political study and 
in leading the broad masses of Buddhists actively to join 
in the programme of socialist modernisation," Inner 
Mongolia Daily reported. (18 July) 


Culture: the Potala Palace 


Letters from Lhasa: the Shoton Festival 

On 7th August the monks at Drepung and at the Potala were 
allowed for the first time for many years to lower the great 
thangkas or religious paintings as part of the Shoton or 
Yoghurt Festival. Some Tibetans felt that the occasion was 
exploited for political reasons by the authorities, as part of the 
propaganda exercise involving official guests attending the re¬ 
opening of the Potala Palace the same week. Attendance at 
the secular part of the festival - the picnic and operas at the 
Norbulingka - appears to have been limited to Tibetans who 
had been politically screened by their work units, and who 
were obliged to take part. In these two letters two Tibetan 
from Lhasa comment on the politics behind the Yoghurt 
Festival, originally a religious occasion held to mark the end of 
the monk's rainy season retreat, and describe some of their 
feelings about the events. (TIN Doc. Ref.: 12(WE); written on 
or before 7th August 1994) 

Amongst the religious festivals, the Shoton' or 
Yoghurt Festival is one of the most celebrated 
ones for Tibetans and specially for Lhasa, and 
it's the biggest one held at Drepung and Sera 
Monastery. 


On this festival day, the gigoe or giant thangka 
[painting] of Drepung is unfolded on the left slope 
of the monastery. In front of it all kinds of 
offerings are made and also rituals are performed 
by the monks with great devotion. Thousands of 
people come to offer their scarfs and burn 
incense. Then to signify the auspiciousness of 
the day, traditional opera is performed. But since 
the sacred conch shell was lost [it was stolen 
from the monastery of Drepung in August 1993], 
this no longer takes place. Usually, on the 
following days, people enjoy picnics in the 
Norbulingka - the Jewel Park, the summer palace 
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 

Unlike other common religious festivals, Shoton 
is celebrated officially, even though Buddhism is 
not realistically appreciated by the party 
government. Anyhow, this year it was 
celebrated officially, but in a different way and 
with obvious different purposes. 

The official ceremony took place in the so-called 
People's Cultural Palace' one day in advance. 
According to the speeches given by the regional 
leaders, the aim of the celebration is to make 


TIN NEWS REVIEW 8 November, 1 994 Reports from Tibet, July to October 1 994 


7 




Lhasa famous and to advertise Lhasa's 
commodities and their resources - so as to make 
Lhasa's economy prosper. They announce also 
the conclusion of the Third Forum on Tibet in 
Beijing which demanded development for Tibet. 
It's main points were deepening reform and 
opening widely towards change. And so a lot of 
representatives or guests from China come to 
attend the ceremony. 

As the ceremony started at between 9.30 and 
10 o'clock on 6th August, a few leaders gave 
these speeches and then the line of horse riders, 
school children. Sera monks, traditional dancers, 
and so on, appeared one after another. You could 
notice an unmotivated and unwilling expression 
on the faces of the old monks and the farmers 
from the rural areas around Lhasa. / personally 
learned that these people have been told to 
practise for one month, without having any 
choice. But from the loudspeaker a young 
Chinese lady described them as patriots and said 
that their actions in front of the leaders represent 
their grateful feeling towards the warm care the 
party government have taken of the Tibetan 
people, and so on. She also claimed that 10,000 
or more people had come to attend the 
ceremony. But in reality each work unit and each 
local committee had been given a share of 
special papers to be distributed to people who 
are not separatists. These papers, or tickets, 
were limited in number, as they don't want many 
people to attend it and people are greatly 
suspected of making a demonstration. Before 
giving out the tickets meetings had been held in 
the local committees ordering people to obey the 
rules and not to cause a riot. 


Letter 2: Chinese Attempt a Truly Tibetan Celebration. 

TIN Ref: 13 (WE), written 7th August 1994 

Traditionally, Shoton is a big holiday in Tibet. 
Because it is now nearly Shoton, the Chinese are 
putting restrictions everywhere. 

The Chinese government have planned to 
celebrate the completion of the repairs on the 
Pota/a and the Jokhang together with the Shoton 
festival. 

The Tibetans arriving from outside of Lhasa (for 
Shoton) are checked at four or five checkpoints 
around Lhasa. The Chinese are being particularly 
vigilant about monks and nuns from outside 
Lhasa. They issued the following statement to all 
the government offices in the Lhasa area: 

"A few splittists may use this Shoton festival to 
make trouble; don't join these trouble-makers, 
but protect the unity of the motherland. This 
year especially, the central government have 
given lots more money towards construction 
work in Tibet. So, we Chinese and Tibetans are 
always united, and we should give a warm 
welcome to the Chinese guests. Specially, 
photos of the Dalai Lama musn't be put 
anywhere, and any photos presently being 
displayed must be removed. This is the third 
statement regarding photos of H.H. Dalai Lama. 
Any [Shoton] parties must be properly organized. 
Clothes must be very dean." 

On 6th August at 8 am there will be a Shoton 
celebration speech and some dancing at the 
Physical Culture Palace (the sports stadium), 
which is situated in front of the Potala Palace. 
Tibetan people coming to this must wear Tibetan 
dress. Also, above the door and all Tibetan 


houses, shops and restaurants, a Tibetan 
traditional shambu /gsham sbu - ornings over 
windows] must be displayed. If this isn't done, a 
fine must be paid. People coming for this dance 
and celebration must pay 20 yuan. 

The wearing of Tibetan clothes on this occasion 
was enforced; I saw no happiness or pleasure on 
these peoples' faces. For example, / hardly saw 
anybody dapping to welcome the opening 
speech. They didn't mention anything about 
splittists or the Dalai Lama, which / think was so 
as to keep the atmosphere calm for Shoton. The 
Chinese government have made lots of changes 
to the running of the Shoton festival. The 
traditional Tibetan order for the Shoton Festival 
runs from the 1st to 4th July (according to the 
Tibetan calendar) [8-11 August 1994]. On the 
first day, thangkas are displayed in Drepung 
monastery, and in Ganden monastery lu-phu /glu- 
phud/ are made. Then in the Norbulingka a 
Tibetan opera /lha-mo/ is performed. 

But this year there was a meeting in the sports 
stadium in front of the Potala, with dancing and 
speeches. On the 8th August, the giant thangkas 
were displayed in Drepung monastery. On the 
9th August, the Potala thangkas were displayed. 

On the 6th and 7th August, a number of Chinese 
had come from China to Tibet. The programme 
of Shoton had been decided, except for the exact 
time of the displaying of the Potala's thangkas. / 
asked some monks from the Potala and they too 
didn't know the timing of the thangka display. 
Statements were issued all over the Lhasa area 
by the Chinese government to warn people not 
to join in any demonstrations that may take 
place. Statements were also issued to the guides 
of the Tourist office, informing them that they 
should keep a constant watch on their groups of 
tourists. They were also told that any tourists 
seen taking photos at demonstrations would 
have their cameras confiscated by the police. 
The tourists must be returned at the end of the 
day to where they were picked up from, and on 
the 9th August it is not permitted to take groups 
of tourists to the Potala Palace. 

The Chinese always say that there is great unity 
between Tibetans and Chinese, but this is 
untrue. Why are police posted everywhere on a 
Tibetan traditional holiday? The police stop the 
Tibetans' true feelings from coming out. It is only 
because life is so difficult for the Tibetan people 
that they listen to China. No Tibetans want to 
listen to the Chinese orders, but they have to. 

On the 6th August, Tibetans wearing traditional 
Tibetan costumes are forced to go to the opening 
speech and the traditional dances and songs, 
because the Chinese want it to appear to be a 
truly Tibetan celebration. 

On the 7th August, thangkas are displayed at 
Drepung monastery in the morning, and in the 
afternoon others are displayed at Sera 
monastery. At this time, lots of Tibetan people 
come to see them. 

/ heard from my friend that now there are lots of 
western tourists in Lhasa; all the hotels are full, 
and it is very difficult to find accommodation. 
Also / heard that the Chinese have told the 
general public that if a Westerner asks them 
about life in Tibet, they have to say "We are 
very happy under the Communists". If they say 
anything else, they can get into trouble. 
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Last month, there was a conference of People's 
representatives, with members from everywhere. 
Lots of the conference members were 
disappointed with the present situation in Lhasa, 
and bravely talked about what was wrong in 
Lhasa. 

Table tennis is played much less in Lhasa than 
before. Tibetan people find it very difficult to find 
jobs. During Shoton, police in uniform and plain 
clothes are posted everywhere. They are told to 
arrest people immediately if there is a 
demonstration, and they will be praised if they 
arrest lots of people. If they don't arrest 
demonstrators, they will be sacked from the 
police and fully investigated afterwards. There 
are many such rules as these. If there is a 
demonstration in Lhasa, it is very difficult for 
people to join because of this police presence, 
and so there can't be any big demonstrations. 

In Lhasa, the Chinese population is increasing, 
and there are lots of police everywhere and 
restrictions. Because of this, the Tibetan people 
are unable to express their wishes, and are 
unable to do what they want and so are very 
disappointed, and always wondering [worrying] 
about the future. 

The above is all true. Please publicise this 
everywhere. 

[signed] 

7th August 1994 

The Renovation of the Potala Palace 

On 9th August, immediately after the beginning of the Shoton 
festival, the Chinese authorities held a "re-opening" of the 
Potala Palace in Lhasa to mark the completion of restoration 
work in the former residence of the Dalai Lama. Hundreds of 
official guests were brought to Lhasa to be taken round the 
Palace, and to watch ceremonies held inside the Palace. The 
official delegation was led by Li Tieying, a member of China's 
State Council and son of the man who negotiated the 
surrender document signed by the Tibetan government in 
1951. 

The ceremony marking the re-opening of the Potala Palace on 
9th August was seen by relatively few Tibetans, apart from on 
television. The ceremony was hugely publicised but took place 
in front of an invited audience under conditions of tight 
security. 

"It was a funny thing - it seemed that it wasn't at all meant 
for the Tibetans in Lhasa to know abut the ceremony," said a 
western tourist who was in the city. "The whole event 
seemed to be surrounded by secrecy. Of course they got it on 
TV later but there was no parade through town or walk about 
by the leaders," he said, describing the atmosphere in the 
town as "very tense" with an "amazing" number of police. 

This statement was written by a dissident group in Tibet on 
1 2th September 1 994, a month after the ceremony. (TIN Ref: 
Doc 2(WFJ) 


The Potala Palace Reconstruction 

A great deal of noise has been made by the 
Chinese about the successful reconstruction of 
the Potala Palace, which they say took place 
without any accidents and with no damage 
incurred during the reconstruction work. 

The original mural in the Tsepak Lhakhang was 
damaged during the process of taking it down. 


The present mural was taken from the stupa 
[burial reliquary] of the 7th Dalai Lama. The 
Chinese do not consider this horrible destruction 
as a mistake or a shortcoming, but in fact they 
rather appreciate it. The reconstruction of the 
building, the murals and the paintings was done 
under the supervision of so-called Chinese 
experts, so they can never be at fault, even if 
the roof and the walls were to fall apart. The 
beams and pillars have started cracking and 
sagging from being wet, but no one has dared to 
raise this question as the decision to do it was 
made by these experts. God knows what their 
real intentions might be. 

During the re-fixing of the murals to the walls at 
the end of the renovation work, some precious 
murals were damaged. The Chinese wanted to 
destroy Tibetan culture, so this is not likely to be 
seen as damage by them. 

Because of the hurry and the lack of proper 
instructions during the reconstruction, the 
cementing on some roofs is cracking, walls are 
suffering from shrinkage, new paint work is 
peeling, some old murals are refusing to bond to 
the new surfaces, and materials of inferior 
quality have been used. This matters little to the 
Chinese experts. Their main motive is to make 
the Potala into a temporary showpiece. 

Anyone can see these shortcomings, provided 
they are allowed in to see them. The People's 
Republic of China wants good points and cannot 
face the truth. 


[signed] 
12th September 1994 

Chinese Media on the Potala Palace 
Renovations 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of the re-opening of 
the Potala Palace. 

8 Aug: Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, chairman of the 
TAR government, said today at a press briefing that the 
Dalai Lama had not been invited to attend the ceremony 
marking the renovation of the Potala the following day. 
He reiterated that China's policy towards the Dalai 
Lama remained unchanged. "As long as the Dalai Lama 
gives up his plan of an independent Tibet and upholds 
unification of the motherland, we can talk to him 
regarding all other issues," he said. (11 Aug) 

9 Aug: The Leading Group for the Renovation of the 
Potala Palace (LGRPP) and the TAR government held a 
meeting to mark the end of the Potala project, Lhasa TV 
reported. Leaders present included Li Tieying, 
politbureau member and state councillor visiting Lhasa, 
Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, Gyaincain Norbu, Xu Zhijian, 
Budaodoje, Guo Jinlong, Basang, Danzim, Yang 
Chuantang, Zhang Zeqin [?], Puqung, Li Lianhui, Yang 
Tongxian, Tian Fuxiao [?] and Wu Baozhong [?]. 

Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR party committee and 
chairman of the TAR congress, made a speech, saying 
that the renovation showed unity between Tibetan and 
Han and would encourage work to further culture and 
economic development. (13 Aug) 

9 Aug: Li Tieying gave a speech congratulating Tibet on 
the renovation of the Potala, Xinhua reported. He noted 
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that China was a multinational country, that it was 
policy to protect "the Chinese nation's" historical and 
cultural heritage, and that the Potala was a masterpiece 
of Tibetan architecture "occupying an important place in 
ancient Chinese architecture". 

He conceded that the Potala contained cultural relics 
which reflected features of outstanding Tibetan culture, 
but that "it also reflects the exchange and mix of 
Tibetan culture with that of many other nationalities 
and is a witness to the unity and love among all 
nationalities of the Chinese nation." 

Li claimed that since "liberation" party and government 
had attached great importance to preserving the Potala, 
and in 1961 had declared it a major cultural relic. 
Money was allotted annually for maintenance, but this 
was not sufficient. In 1989 it was decided to overhaul 
it completely. He concluded by endorsing the recent 
Third Forum on Tibet Work, "which formulated a 
programme of action... for the period from the present 
to the early 21st century." (13 Aug) 

9 Aug: The sixth meeting of the Leading Group for 
Renovation of the Potala Palace was held with Li 
Tieying, Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, vice-chairman of the 
NPC standing committee and chairman of the TAR 
committee of the CPPCC, Raidi, Gyaincain Norbu, 
Yixiwangqiu [Yeshe Wangchug] and Lhalu Cewang Doje 
[Tsewang Dorje] and others present, Xinhua reported on 

10 August. Li made a speech, noting that the central 
authorities had attached great importance to the 
project, that the local authorities had helped, that 
relevant departments had co-operated and experts had 
worked tirelessly. 

Li claimed that the work showed the capacity for team¬ 
work of Tibetan and Han, and noted that the renovated 
Potala would "eternally project to the world the Chinese 
nation's age-old, splendid culture and the impregnable 
unity of peoples of all nationalities across the country." 
(13 Aug) 

12 Aug: Li Tieying, Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai and TAR 

leaders attended a meeting to celebrate the completion 
of the Potala renovation, Xinhua reported. It was "an 
ode to the solidarity of Tibetan and Han people," they 
said and it repudiates "rumours spread by people abroad 
who...claimed that Tibetan culture was being 
destroyed." Also present were Bumi Gambalozhub 
[Jampa Lodrup?], president of the Tibetan branch of the 
Buddhist Association, Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub [Sonam 
Lhundrup], vice-chairman of the TAR CPPCC, Cemolim 
Danzimchilie [Tenzin Trinley] and Raizhen Danzimjigme 
[Retring Tenzin Jigme], vice-presidents of the Tibetan 
branch of the Buddhist Association, Lhamu 
Renqingweise [Rinchen Oeser?], vice-mayor of Lhasa, 
and Dongga Losangchilie [Dungkar Lobsang Trinley], 
professor at Tibet University. (22 Aug) 

14 Aug: The TAR party and government held a farewell 
party for Li Tieying and his group, Lhasa Radio reported 
on 15 August. Raidi, Tibetan leader, thanked Li, noting 
that since he had been appointed to run the Potala 
renovation project by the party and government, he had 
convened annual meetings in Beijing to hear about 
progress and had visited Tibet three times to inspect 
the site. (22 Aug) 


9 Aug: A ceremony marking the end of the renovation 
of the Potala was held today in the palace, Xinhua 
reported from Lhasa. Li Tieying, member of the 
politbureau and a state councillor, attended, along with 
Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, vice-chairman of the NPC 
standing committee, Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee and chairman of the TAR people's 
congress, and Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, chairman of 
the TAR government. More than 1,500 people 
attended, including central and Tibet officials. 
"Thousands of Buddhist monks and laymen in their 
festive costumes danced and sang amid the sounds of 
horns and drums. The ceremony was filled with a 
jubilant atmosphere," Xinhua claimed. Li and Norbu 
made speeches, Li expressing the hope that "people of 
all nationalities in Tibet will work with one heart and 
mind", and Norbu noting the "deep concern" of party 
and government. Norbu added that the renovation 
showed that "the party and state's nationality and 
religion policy has always been consistent and 
completely correct," Xinhua said. (11 Aug) 

9 Aug: Further details of Gyaltsen Norbu's speech were 
given by the China News Agency. The Potala, he 
reportedly said, showed the "national solidarity of 
ethnic Tibetan and Han as well as Sino-foreign cultural 
exchange". Norbu also pointed out, the agency 
reported, that since the "peaceful liberation" of Tibet, 
and "especially" since 1978, the party and government 
paid equal attention to protection of historical relics in 
Tibet. (11 Aug) 

8 Aug: Danzin [Tenzin], deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, said Tibetan Buddhist traditions had 
been strictly observed in the renovation of the Potala, 
Xinhua reported. "Special attention" had been paid to 
the opinions of the local religious community, he said. A 
large Buddhist exhibition would be staged to celebrate 
the completion of the project, the largest for 350 years, 
the agency said. (11 Aug) 

8 Aug: Luo Zhewen, an expert in culture and ancient 
architecture, said at a press conference in Lhasa that 
the renovation strictly observed the cultural protection 
law, Xinhua reported. Nothing had been changed in the 
palace, he said, and no relics were damaged or lost 
during the five-year renovation, which cost 53 min 
yuan. (11 Aug) 


Chinese Media on Culture 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news about culture 
in Tibet, monitored by the BBC's Summary of World 
Broadcasts (SWB). Dates in the headings are those when the 
event took place or was first reported; the date in brackets 
following the news item is that of the SWB issue in which it 
was published. 

15 June: A group of important Chinese government 
departments hosted a meeting to congratulate the 
Tibetan Art Troupe on its first successful foreign tour, 
Lhasa Radio reported. Leaders from the State Council 
Information Office, the United Front Work Department, 
the State Nationalities Affairs Commission and the 
Ministry of Culture delivered "ebullient congratulatory 
speeches", noting that the tour "demonstrated to the 
world that the magnificent Tibetan culture is fully 
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protected and flourishing in the vast territory of the 
motherland." (22 June) 

14 Aug: Tibet Daily gave the text of the following 
regulations: "These provisions are formulated to 
strengthen the management of the cultural market," the 
announcement said. 

1. All businesses that earn money through cultural 
activities are cultural business activities. 

2. Before applying for registration with an 
administration for industry and commerce, whoever 
carries on cultural activities must obtain a "cultural 
business permit" from the local cultural market 
management department. 

3. The permit is valid for two year. Businesses without 
a permit shall be banned. 

4. The permit shall be designed by the TAR cultural 
market management committee general office. 

5. Applications must be examined by a cultural market 
management department. With this, other certificates 
and licences may be obtained. 

6. TAR units should apply to the TAR cultural market 
management committee. This committee can authorise 
local CMM Committees to do this. 

7. Those with permits must observe the law and the 
guidance of the CMM Committees. 

8. Those with permits must serve the people and 
socialism. 

9. CMM departments should strengthen their 
supervision. 

10. CMM departments should improve their checking 
system. 

11. Permits are non-transferable. 

12. Anyone whose permit is revoked is banned from 
engaging in cultural business for two years. 

13. CMM departments should strengthen management 
over permits. 

14. These provisions take precedence over previous 
provisions. 

15. These provisions take effect from the day of 
promulgation. (30 Aug) 

Chinese Media on Education 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news about 
education in Tibet, monitored by the BBC's Summary of World 
Broadcasts (SWB). 

15 May: Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, chairman of the 
TAR government, said that 243 new schools had been 
set up in 1 993 and the enrolment of school-age children 
had gone up by 2.7% over the previous year, Lhasa 
Radio reported. He was speaking at the TAR People's 
Congress on the work of the government. "Remarkable 
results" had been achieved in enrolling Tibetan students 


at schools in China proper, he said, with nearly 11,000 
attending such schools. He reiterated the goal of 
building a middle school in every county and a primary 
school in every township by the turn of the century. 
Teacher training, science and technology would be 
fostered. (1 5 June) 

5 June: The TAR has collected donations via the so- 
called "Hope Fund" totalling 2 min yuan to enable 
2,000 children who had dropped out of school through 
shortage of funds to return. Gyaincain Norbu, 

chairman of the TAR government, said Tibet had built 
eight Hope schools and two Hope classrooms with the 
donations and another seven such schools were under 
construction. The government has put education at the 
top of the agenda, and determined that each county 
should build at least one middle school and each 
township at least one primary school so as to provide 
80% of the region's children with education. (8 June) 

1 5 June: Tibetans are being trained in meteorology, and 
now make up nearly over 70% of the region's weather 
men, Xinhua reported. One studied last year in the U.S. 
(22 June) 

21 June: The teaching of the Tibetan language in the 
TAR has become compulsory, using unified textbooks, 
Xinhua reported. Local officials said efforts to 
popularise the language began a decade ago when the 
central government stressed the importance of 
preserving and developing national minorities' culture at 
an ethnic work conference. 

Xigaze [Shigatse] is typical, Xinhua claimed, with 
language teachers drawn from among lamas and the 
public. "Compared with other courses, Tibetan language 
is being given more weight" said Cewang Doje 
[Tsewang Dorje], head of the Xigaze Teachers' School, 
according to the agency. "More and more young people 
in Tibet are now willing to do their best to revitalise 
their own native language," Xinhua claimed. (23 June) 

29 July: Li Lanqing, politbureau member and vice¬ 
premier of the state council, said that it had been a 
wise decision made in 1985 to run classes for Tibetans 
in inland China, Xinhua reported. Li sent a written 
speech to a forum sponsored by the State Planning 
Commission, the Nationalities Affairs Commission and 
the TAR government on the 10th anniversary of this 
decision. Over the past 10 years, regular secondary 
schools have enrolled 13,000 Tibetans. Currently there 
were over 10,000 Tibetans studying in 143 schools 
throughout China, including some 3,000 in specialised 
secondary schools and 561 colleges. (13 Aug) 


TIN NEWS REVIEW 8 November, 1994 Reports from Tibet, July to October 1994 


11 





Arrests 


Special Feature: 

Survey of Political Activity in Chamdo 

26th July, 1994: Lhasa Television announces a 
sentencing rally in Chamdo, eastern Tibet. 
"Sentence was passed in Baxoi county recently 
on five people accused of "counter-revolutionary 
sabotage"," the newsreader reported. The 
television broadcast showed crowds of civilians 
and people in uniform gathering in an open space 
and shots of 12 "criminals", two apparently 
women and five with their heads shaved. 

The broadcast said that last March five of the 
"criminals" had met many times to plan, write 
and post "reactionary slogans whose contents 
concerned splitting the motherland". The Qamdo 
Prefectural Intermediate People's Court decided 
that the five accused had committed the crime 
of "counter-revolutionary sabotage and counter¬ 
revolutionary propaganda and incitement". (BBC 
Summary of World Broadcasts, 29th July 1994) 

There has been consistent activity by underground pro¬ 
independence groups in the Chamdo area, 600 km east 
of Lhasa, throughout the last five years, according to 
unofficial and official reports collected by TIN. 

As far is known the groups have only put up posters 
calling for independence, but the reports name 29 
Tibetans who have been arrested since 1 989 for this or 
unspecified political offences; 22 are still believed to be 
in prison. In 1989 sentences averaged around 18 
months, but this year courts are sending people to 
prison for up to 15 years for putting up the illegal 
posters. 

The Chamdo groups have a developed a special feature 
in their work: putting the posters up on the doors or 
name boards of government buildings. One team of 
nationalists says it put up posters every fourteen days 
for six years, until their group was broken up by a police 
raid in January this year. 

At least four active cells (in Pashoe Ritri, Pomda, Tsawa 
Bomi and Jamdun) have been broken up by the security 
forces in the last year. Trials or public sentencing rallies 
of captured nationalists are known to have been held in 
the Chamdo prefecture in July 1989, February 1991, 
November 1993, January 1994 and July 1994. 

Until now most reports of political activity have been 
confined to Lhasa, the Tibetan capital, but it now 
appears that several groups of dissidents have been 
active in Chamdo since at least 1989, both in villages 
and county towns scattered throughout Chamdo 
prefecture and in the town of Chamdo, formerly the 
capital of the eastern Tibetan province of Kham and 
now situated within the Tibet Autonomous Region. 

6 Year Poster campaign 

One underground group in Chamdo - known as the 
"Spreading the Truth Committee of the Three 
Provinces" - claims that until February this year they 
were able to put up pro-independence posters twice a 
month since 1987. One of the "Truth Committee" 


members told TIN that, despite frequent police searches 
in offices and schools for cyclostyle machines and other 
printing devices, his group had succeeded in putting up 
the illegal posters in the towns of Chamdo or Drayab on 
the 10th and 25th day of each Tibetan month since 
1987. The claim, if true, surpasses in its longevity and 
consistency any other reported nationalist campaign in 
Tibet. 

The "Truth Committee" claim is supported by other 
reports from the area, including an August 1993 
account from a resident of Chamdo who noted that 
posters were frequently appearing in the town. "There 
are always posters that say "Chinese Go Home" and 
"Tibet is Independent" [...] - these kinds of posters you 
can always see, and there are always pamphlets," said 
the Tibetan source, who asked not to be identified. 

The group wanted to contact westerners in order to 
show that resistance to the Chinese is not confined to 
the people of Lhasa, and that there is also active 
resistance in Chamdo according to the group member, 
who asked not to be named. 

A poster apparently produced by the "Truth 
Committee" poster group shows relatively sophisticated 
printing facilities and aggressive political rhetoric. The 
poster, printed on traditional lightweight Tibetan 
unbleached paper, has been produced by cyclostyle, 
using a Tibetan typewriter to produce the original 
stencil. The poster is not dated but was said to be the 
87th in the series, suggesting that it was produced by 
the group in early 1992. 

The poster is unusually confident and provocative in 
tone, calling not just for the Chinese to leave but for 
Tibetans to stage an uprising. "Rise up, rise up, 
Tibetans. The sun of happiness is about to rise," it 
says. Typically posters in Tibet advocate Tibetan 
independence but do not call specifically for a revolt. 

The poster focuses on the migration of Chinese into 
Tibet and the transfer of Tibetan children to schools in 
China. "Taking bright Tibetan children to China and 
training them in Chinese ways and Chinese culture, 
with Tibetan not taught beyond a mere claim, is to turn 
Tibet into China," it says. 

The posters reached peak output in early January 1994, 
and appeared not only in the town of Chamdo but in 
Jamdun, a small town in Drayab county 100 km south 
east of Chamdo town, with posters also appearing in 
the nearby townships of Tsangsar and Aobum. In 
addition, a Tibetan national flag is said to have been 
hoisted from the roof of the district government 
headquarters in Jamdun, according to a 20th May 
report by the Tibetan Government in exile. 

The activity around Jamdun led the security forces to 
raid Bu Gon monastery in Jamdun district, one of the 
two largest monasteries in Drayab (Ch: Chagyap) 
county. A force of 70 police or paramilitary, reportedly 
accompanied by 30 officials, took part in the raid, 
which took place at 3am on 13th January, according to 
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a local source. The exile Tibet Government dated the 
incident to 9th February. 

The monastery secretary. Tsetse, a 47 year old monk, 
was arrested after police found two books by the Dalai 
Lama and a copy of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in his room, according to the exile Government. 
A TIN source in Chamdo confirmed news of the raid and 
the arrest of Tsetse. 

Gendun, aged 27, a farmer from Tsangsar district, 20 
km south east of Jamdun, and his younger brother, 
Tobgyal, aged 21, were also arrested, along with 
Tsetob, aged 28, Apho, aged 36 and Tenzin, aged 24, 
believed to be monks at Bugon monastery. 

A denunciation rally was held in Jamdun area shortly 
after the raid to which between 3,000 and 5,000 local 
villagers and monks were summoned to hear officials 
denounce the detainees for their activities. At least two 
of the detainees, Tsetse and Gendun, were presented to 
the crowd and were taken away in chains. The two 
prisoners were asked to confess to being authors of the 
posters or to condemn the nationalist movement at the 
rally but refused, according to local sources. 

Tsetse and Apho are believed to have been taken to a 
prison in Chamdo, the prefectural headquarters, while 
Gendun and Tsetob were taken to the county prison at 
Drayab. Tenzin and Tobgyal were reportedly released 
after interrogation. 

In its report on the incident the exile Government said 
that during one of the interrogation sessions the 
detainees were "severely beaten and tortured". 

News from the area is scarce and it is not yet known if 
the group in Chamdo is still producing pro-independence 
posters. 

Zogang: Tsawa Bomi Group 

Within a month of the raid on Bugon monastery, police 
arrested another pro-independence group, this time 
based in the township of Tsawa Bomi, 40 kms south of 
Jamdun and about 145 km south west of Chamdo, in 
Zogang county. 

On 8th February 1994 six men from Tsawa Bomi 
(known in Chinese as Dongba) were arrested for putting 
up illegal posters, according to information from exile 
organisations based in Northern India. The posters, 
which called on the Chinese to leave Tibet, had 
appeared in Zogang, Dramo and Pomda, according to 
the Guchusum, an exile organisation based in Northern 
India. Another source said the posters had been put up 
in Chamdo as well. 

The organisations named the six detainees as Tsewang 
Dradul (age given variously as 61-4), Dundrup Tsering 
(age 62, also known as Duntse), Jampa Choejor (age 
16), Jamyang Tsering (age 52-57), Namkha Dorje (age 
23-4), and a second person named Dondrup Tsering 
(age 24). 

Jamyang Tsering and the older Dundrup Tsering (62) 
were arrested from Tsawa Bomi itself, while the 


younger Dundrup Tsering, Namkha Dorje and two 
unidentified Tibetans were detained in Chamdo. 

The men were initially held in Srithang (also called 
Srithog or Sothang, situated in Poe-me county about 
220 km west of Chamdo town) prison, described by the 
organisation as the biggest prison in Chamdo 
prefecture, although their current whereabouts are 
unknown. 

The exile Government reported that several of the 
detainees were relatives. The older Dundrup Tsering is a 
brother of Tsewang Dradul, who is the father of Jampa 
Choejor. Another of Tsewang Dradul's sons, Khangsa 
Gyaltsen (age 27), the son-in-law of Jamyang Tsering, 
was arrested on political charges in June 1989 and 
sentenced to five years in prison. The exile Government 
added that two other men, whose names are not 
known, were also arrested. 

Pashoe Ritri/Serwa Group - 15 year sentences 

Two months after the raid on Bugon monastery, police 
smashed another poster group, this time in a small 
village in Pashoe county, 45 kms south west of 
Chamdo town. This time the authorities imposed 
draconian sentences on the leafletters. 

Three Tibetans - Chime Dorje, Lobsang Tsegye (some 
sources give this name as Lobsang Dargye or Lobsang 
Khyi-kyag) Pema Tsering (the names were heard in 
Chinese as "Jime Duoji", "Luosong Deja", and "Baima 
Cering") - were sentenced to 15 years imprisonment 
each. Two others, Lobsang Palden and Jampa Tashi 
(Chinese: "Luosong Badong" and "Xiangba Zhaxi"), 
were sentenced to 12 years each, according to the 
Tibet TV broadcast on 26th July which was monitored 
by the BBC. All were convicted of "counter¬ 
revolutionary sabotage and counter-revolutionary 
propaganda". 

The official Chinese announcement said that the 
prisoners are all from "Rizhi township", 
apparently a Chinese rendering for Ritri (ri-khrid), 
a remote xiang or township also called Do-ser 
{rdo-ser), in the northern part of the county of 
Pashoe (Chinese: Baxoi). No details were given in 
the official broadcast of the age or profession of 
the five prisoners. 

The Tibet Government in exile, citing well-informed 
local sources ("Human Rights Update", 31 August 
1994, Department of Information and International 
Relations), said that the prisoners were monks at Serwa 
monastery in Serwa village, Joju xiang, situated in the 
southern part of Pashoe county, about 40 kilometres 
east of the county capital at Pashoe town. 

The prisoners were convicted by the Chamdo 
prefectural intermediate court of offences committed in 
March this year and paraded at a public sentencing rally 
on or just before 6th July, according to a Tibetan 
language broadcast monitored by the exile Tibetan 
Government. The court, meeting in Pashoe, said the 
leafletters had "gathered together to plan, write and put 
up reactionary slogans whose contents concerned 
splitting the motherland". 
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The prisoners were accused of putting up a pro¬ 
independence poster on a door near a government 
building. "At around 20.00 [hours] on 29th March, the 
five accused, armed with their reactionary slogans and 
the adhesive they had prepared earlier, arrived in the 
proximity of the [Ritri] township people's government 
building and Jigme Dorje and Lobsang Tsegye 
proceeded to put up a poster bearing reactionary 
slogans on a door to the left of the township people's 
government building," according to the Chinese 
language TV broadcast. 

What appears to have most upset the Chinese 
authorities was the fact that the Tibetans had removed 
the name boards from the door of two local offices. 
"The five accused turned over the address plate of the 
government building and they moved the address plate 
of the township party committee branch building to a 
roadside 90 metres from the township government 


building, smashed it with a rock and stuck the smashed 
address plate upside down on the roadside to indicate 
that they were overthrowing the township people's 
government," said the broadcast, quoting an unnamed 
local leader who promised "resolutely to crack down on 
sabotage activities of splittists". 

The Tibetan Government in exile said that the incident 
took place at the government office in Lingkha, about 
30 kilometres east of Pashoe, which is the main town 
in the district which includes Joju xiang. It added that 
the monks had put up posters calling for independence, 
which they had signed with their names. They then 
commandeered an official car and drove to the county 
headquarters at Pashoe where they put up more posters 
before being arrested, according to the exiles. It also 
said the men were severely beaten by police in Pashoe 
Country Public Security Bureau and were hung up by 
their arms immediately after the arrest. 


Reported Political Arrests in Chamdo Prefecture 

Name (age) profession/ birthplace 

monastery 

sentence 

date arrest / 

trial 

(Tsultrim (20) 

farmer 

Pashoe Joju Serwa) 


late May 1994 


(Lobsang Palden (1 7) 

farmer 

Pashoe Joju Serwa) 


late May 1 994 


([Name not known] (20) 

farmer 

Pashoe Joju Serwa) 


late May 1 994 


Chime (or Jigme) Dorje (27) 

Monk/Serwa 

Pashoe Joju Serwa 

15 yrs 

29 Mar 1994 

trial 6 Jul 1 994 

Lobsang Tsegye (Lobsang Khyikyag) (27) 

Monk/Serwa 

Pashoe Joju Serwa 

15 yrs 

29 Mar 1994 

trial 6 Jul 1994 

Pema Tsering (23) 

Monk/Serwa 

Pashoe Joju Gyabdoe 1 5 yrs 

29 Mar 1994 

trial 6 Jul 1994 

Lobsang Palden (24) 

Monk/Serwa 

Pashoe Joju Serwa 

12 yrs 

29 Mar 1994 

trial 6 Jul 1994 

Jampa Tashi (26) 

Monk/Serwa 

Pashoe Joju Gyabdoe 12 yrs 

29 Mar 1994 

trial 6 Jul 1994 

Tsewang Dradul (61-4) 

- 

Zogang Bomi 


8 Feb 1994 


Dundrup Tsering (62) (aka Duntse) 


Zogang Bomi 


8 Feb 1 994 


Jampa Choejor (1 6) 

monk/Chamdo 

Zogang Bomi 


8 Feb 1994 


Jamyang Tsering (52-57) 


Zogang Bomi 


8 Feb 1994 


Namkha Dorje (23-4) 

- 

Zogang Bomi 

- 

8 Feb 1994 


Dundrup Tsering (24) 


Zogang Bomi 

- 

8 Feb 1994 


Gendun (27) 

farmer 

Drayab Tsangsar 


13 Jan 1994 


Tobgyal (21) 


Drayab Tsangsar 


13 Jan 1994 


Tsetse (47) 

monk/Bugon? 

Drayab Jamdun 


13 Jan 1994 


Tsetob (28) 

monk/ Bugon? 

Drayab Jamdun 


13 Jan 1994 


Apho (36) 

monk/Bugon? 

Drayab Jamdun 

- 

13 Jan 1994 


Tenzin (24) 

monk/Bugon? 

Drayab Jamdun 


13 Jan 1994 


Jampa (aka Gyaga) (c.30) 

monk/Chamdo 

Pashoe Pomda 

4 yrs 


trial 21 Nov 1993 

Lobsang Tashi (41) 

monk/Lhozong 


5yr 

4 Mar 1990 

trial 5 Jan 1 991 

Lobsang Rapjor (20) 

monk/Chamdo 


1 yr 6m 

- Dec 1 989 


Ngagchoe (28) 

monk 


5yr 

- Dec 1989 

trial 5 Feb 1991 

Samtse (43) 



lyr 7m 

- Nov 1989 


Lobsang Nyima (26) 

monk/Chamdo 


3yr 

24 Oct 1989 

trial 5 Jul 1 990 

Jamyang Samten (35) 

road worker 


5yr 

18 Sep 1989 

trial 5 Feb 1991 

Khangsa Gyaltsen (27) 

farmer 


5yr 

7 Jun 1989 

trial 5 Jul 1990 

Lobsang Yarphel (41) 



lyr 7m 

- May 1989 


Aajo (24) 

monk 


5yr 

- Jan 1989 

trial 5 Feb 1991 
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Lay involvement at Serwa 

The Tibetan Government in exile reported on 31 August 
that "sometime in the later half of May" three laymen in 
Serwa village had been detained after they "raised 
slogans calling for Tibetan independence". It claimed 
that a local official had "fired warning shots", but gave 
no details. Two of the protestors were named as 
Tsultrim, a 20 year old farmer, and Lobsang Palden, a 
17 year old, a farmer and son of the former party 
secretary of Joju xiang. The third was not named. 

Pashoe Poster Campaign, March 1993 

The Ritri/Serwa group was not the first cell to be 
uncovered in Pashoe county. In 1993 another poster 
campaigner had been caught and tried, again in Pashoe 
county. On 21st November the Chamdo court 
sentenced Jampa, a Tibetan monk, to four years in 
prison for putting up "reactionary slogans" on "the 
house number plate of the township's family planning 
service station" in Pomda (Chinese: Bangda), a 
"township" or group of villages 120 km south of the 
town of Chamdo. 

Jampa, also known as Gyaga or Ja-ga, had put up the 
poster or posters on 6th July, a day marked by Tibetans 
as the birthday of the Dalai Lama. 

The sentence, broadcast on the official Tibet Radio, 
was the first reported announcement by the Chinese 
authorities of a political arrest since 3rd March 1991. 
The broadcast said that Jampa's action had "created a 
very bad impact on society," a possible hint that further 
unrest had taken place. 

The exile Tibetan Government later gave more details 
about Jampa, describing him as a monk, aged about 30, 
who worked as a cook at Pomda monastery. 

Pomda has been earmarked for high-speed 
modernisation, and major refurbishment of the military 
airport there to accommodate civilian and commercial 
traffic, expected to cost 210 million yuan (US $38 
min), is due to be completed in September. 

Chamdo Arrests 1989-91 

Jampa (Gyagar) was the tenth Tibetan known to 
western agencies to have been tried in Chamdo since 
1989 for political offences. Although most were 
arrested in 1989, many of them received trials up to 2 
years later, and four of them were sentenced at trials or 
rallies in Chamdo on 5th January and 5th February 
1991 to five years each for "opposing socialism" and 
other political offences. A public rally was held in 
Chamdo on 8th February 1991 at which the four were 
paraded and denounced, according to a report in Tibetan 
by Lhasa Radio broadcast on the same day. These are 
spring cleaning trials. 

Three of the men - Lobsang Tashi (age 41 at time of 
arrest), Ngagchoe (28), and Aajo (24) - were monks, 
Lobsang Tashi from Lhozong Zitho monastery and the 
other two from Chamdo monastery. Jamyang Samten 
(35), was a road worker. They are believed to be have 
been held in TAR Prison No.2 in Kongpo Nyingtri and 


should be due for release in March 1995, December 
1994, January 1994 and September 1994 
respectively. 

Another trial of political offenders took place in Chamdo 
on 5th July 1990 when Khangsa Gyaltsen (also known 
as Khamsang Gyentsen), the son of Tsewang Dradul, 
from Tsawa Bomi in Zogang county, was sentenced to 
five years, and Lobsang Nyima, a 26 year old monk 
from Chamdo monastery, was sentenced to 3 years. 
Khangsa Gyaltsen is due for release in June or July 
1994. 

Two lay Tibetans from Drayab, Lobsang Yarphel (41) 
and Samtse (43) were arrested for political offences in 
May and November 1989 respectively, and sentenced, 
apparently without trial, to 19 months in prison. 
Lobsang Rapjor, a 20 year old monk from Chamdo 
monastery, was detained in December 1989 and 
sentenced to 18 months in prison. 

China Confirms 56 Arrests in 1993 

TIN News Update / 30 August, 1994 

The Chinese Government has named 56 Tibetans who 
were imprisoned in the first eight months of last year, 
implicitly acknowledging that they were detained for 
political offences. 

The Chinese list, delivered only after President Clinton 
had withdrawn human rights conditions attached to 
Sino-US trade, appears to show that Chinese officials 
lied in their campaign to get the US to drop the 
conditions. 

The admission, which is only the second time the 
Chinese have given a name list of Tibetan prisoners, 
came in a reply to a US Government request, first 
presented in October last year, for information about 
108 named Tibetans. 

In March and April Chinese officials publicly ridiculed 
the US list, saying that only 20 of the 108 names could 
be identified. When the final Chinese response was 
handed to the Americans, it confirmed over half the 
names - nearly three times the figure given by the 
officials. 

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher had raised 
the list twice with Qian Qichen, his Chinese 
counterpart, once in Paris in January this year and again 
during his Beijing visit in March, but both times he was 
rebuffed. 

The Chinese reply, released today by the US-based 
group Human Rights Watch/Asia, was finally handed to 
the US Government in June. It took the Chinese eight 
months to reply to the Americans, a gap which gave 
them time to publicly ridicule the US list. 

"I don’t know where they get the name list from," 
Raidi, the top Tibetan official, said repeatedly at a news 
conference in Beijing in March, according to the news 
agency PTI. "When western personalities have given 
such name lists to us, [...] they themselves could not 
tell us where the information came from," said Shen 
Guofang, spokesman for China's Foreign Ministry, on 
April 19th, referring to "problems" in the US list. 



Shen spoke of the list "not without ridicule", according 
to the Ta Kung Pao, a pro-Chinese paper in Hong Kong 
which described the "so-called list presented by 
Christopher" as "fabricated". 

The figure of 56 acknowledged arrests is high, given 
that most of the 51 names rejected by the Chinese are 
likely to be the result of semantic confusion, mainly due 
to the reluctance of the Chinese to use Tibetan 
language for their prisoner lists, leading to wide 
variations between English and Chinese transliteration 
systems. 

Amongst those the Chinese said could not be identified 
were several who are known to have been arrested. 
They include a woman prisoner, Damchoe Pemo, whose 
arrest (and subsequent release) were confirmed by 
Jiang Enzhu, China's Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
in response to a demarche by the Belgian Ambassador 
to Beijing on 29th October 1993. 

The well-known radio presenter and comedian Menlha 
Gyab, arrested in June 1993 from Qinghai province, 
was also marked as "cannot be found". Samdrup 
Tsering, another Tibetan arrested in Qinghai in June 
1993 and known to be still in prison, was also rejected, 
suggesting that Beijing had not bothered to ask the 
Qinghai authorities for information about Tibetan 
prisoners in that province. 

The US list applied only to arrests in the first 8 months 
of 1993, and represents about 30% of the estimated 3- 
400 political prisoners in Lhasa. Western sources say 
that the real number of political arrests in Tibet in 1993 
was over 1 50. 

Tribute to Tibetan Information Gatherers 

The Chinese confirmation of the 56 names will be seen 
inside Tibet as a tribute to the high level of accuracy 
achieved by Tibetan information gatherers. 

All the names were originally collected by Tibetans 
operating in secret inside Tibet. They face long prison 
sentences and can in theory be executed if they are 
caught smuggling out the names of prisoners, regarded 
officially as state secrets. 

The extent of their skill was emphasised by the fact 
that half of the confirmed names had been collected 
from rural areas of Tibet, from which it is extremely 
difficult to obtain news. The Chinese list proved that 
Tibetan reports last year of unrest in rural areas such as 
Chideshol, Meldro Rinchenling, Meldro Dashar, Nyemo 
and Chagar had been correct. 

The tribute is especially significant because 1993 was 
the most difficult year in over a decade for Tibetan 
information gatherers, who from early 1993 have been 
the focus of a security crackdown led by China's State 
Security Bureau, resulting in several arrests. 

The Chinese used to broadcast or publish reports of 
some political trials, but these broadcasts were 
discontinued in March 1991 after the BBC and western 
press agencies began to monitor them, and since then 
the Tibetan information gatherers have been the only 


source of news. Since human rights conditions on 
China's trade were withdrawn by the US on 26th May, 
the Chinese have relaxed broadcasting restrictions and 
issued a report of a political trial in Tibet. 

New Information: Monk Convicted 

The Chinese statement gave the minimum possible 
information apart from names, often making it 
impossible to identify to whom they were referring and 
whether or not a prisoner was still in custody. The list 
regroups the names presented by Warren Christopher 
into four categories. Two of the 56 were described as 
"currently serving prison sentences", 43 were "not yet 
criminally sentenced", 11 were "already released" and 
51 "could not be found". One prisoner was not 
accounted for in any category on the Chinese list. 

The second category, those "not yet criminally 
sentenced", is ambiguously worded so that it could 
include both those awaiting trial and those who have 
been sentenced to a labour camp by an administrative 
decision rather than by a criminal court. 

The names of each of the 56 were given in Chinese 
characters and in English, but Tibetan was not used. 
There was no indication as to the age, profession, 
birthplace or current whereabouts of the prisoners, or 
any clue about when or why they were detained, their 
sentence, or current medical condition. 

The only new information provided by the list was the 
fact that one prisoner, Thapke, has been tried and 
convicted by a court. Thapke is believed to be a 17 year 
old monk from the monastery of Dunphu Choekor in 
Chideshol, 45 km south of Lhasa. He was arrested after 
a series of pro-independence protests in the area in May 
1993 which led to a military clampdown in the region.. 
The length of sentence was not disclosed. 

The list confirmed that 13 other Tibetans from 
Chideshol, including 7 other monks, were awaiting trial 
or serving administrative sentences for involvement in 
the 1993 protests in the area. Three of the 30 people 
arrested in Chideshol had been released from custody, 
according to the Chinese list. 

The 56 confirmed arrests included 10 women, 7 of 
them nuns. 50% of the confirmed prisoners were 
monks or nuns, as opposed to the figure of over 70% 
for those in prison in 1992, indicating an increase in 
dissident activity amongst laypeople, according to TIN 
figures. 28 of the confirmed prisoners were from 
outside Lhasa, an increase of 40% over the previous 
year, supporting reports of increasing rural unrest. 

Last month China admitted to holding 2,935 counter¬ 
revolutionary prisoners, according to the South China 
Morning Post, a figure which probably excludes those 
who are in administrative detention and who have not 
received court sentences. About 10% of these official 
"counter-revolutionary" prisoners are believed to be 
Tibetans, 25 times the proportion of Tibetans to the 
total population of Tibet and China. Up to 200 other 
Tibetans and hundreds of thousands of Chinese are 
estimated to be in administrative detention for political 
offences. 
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In the last week unofficial Tibetan sources in Lhasa 
have reported the release of two of the 56 prisoners 
who were included on the Chinese list as "not yet 
criminally sentenced". 

Sonam Gyalpo, aged 38, a former tailor originally from 
Lhokha, was released on 12th July, and Lobsang 
Choedrag, 44 years old, the son of the well-known 
Tibetan nationalist Ama Rangzen, was released a few 
days earlier. The two men, both of whom were traders 
living in Lhasa, had been held in detention for over a 
year in Seitru prison, Lhasa. 

Analysis of the Chinese Response 


Key to geographical areas of arrests: 

L s r c 

Lhasa Shigatse Rural Chideshol 


In their list the Chinese confirmed the releases of 

Gendun Rinchen, Lobsang Yonten, Loten, Tsenyi, 
Lodroe Phuntsog, and Tashi Topgyal, all from Lhasa, as 
well as the three monks from monasteries in Chideshol. 

The writer and broadcaster Menlha Gyab is reported to 
have been released in late 1993, according to unofficial 
sources. Yulo Dawa Tsering, Thubten Namdrol, 
Tsewang Palden, and Chungdag were released on parole 
from Drapchi in or around October 1994, according to a 
Xinhua announcement on 6th November. 

For the full list of the 56 confirmed arrests see page 53. 


a 

Amdo 


Confirmed 



total 

L s r 

c 

Sentenced (2) 

monks 

2 

1L - - 

1c 

Not yet sentenced (43) 

monks 

17 

6L Is 3r 

7c 

nuns 

7 

5L - 1 r 

1c 

laymen 

17 

8L - 4r 

5c 

laywomen 

1 

1L - - 


Released (11) 

monks 

4 

1L - - 

3c 

nuns 

- 


- 

laymen 

5 

5L - - 


laywomen 

2 

- - 2r 

- 


55 

27L1s 10r 

17c 

Of the 56 confirmed as detained, 27 were from Lhasa, 1 from Shigatse, 10 from rural areas and 17 from Chideshol). One 

could not be identified. 





Not Found 



total 

L 

s 

r c 

a 

Not found (51) 

monks 

23 

8L 

2s 

2r11 c 


nuns 

8 

4L 


3r 1 c 

- 

laymen 

18 

5L 


3r 4c 

6a 

laywomen 

2 

2L 


- 

- 


51 

19L 

2s 

8r16c 

6a 


Of the 51 classified as "cannot be found", 19 were from Lhasa, 2 from Shigatse, 8 from rural areas, 16 from Chideshol, and 
6 from Amdo. One was not placed in any category. 


21 New Political Prisoners: Names 

TIN News Update / 23 July, 1 994 part 2 

A report in March said a number of unnamed nuns had 
been arrested after political unrest in early March at a 
nunnery in or near the Chideshol valley in Lhokha 


Gongkar county, 80 km south of Lhasa. An unofficial 
report received this week from Tibet names the nunnery 
as Bumthang nunnery, and identified seven women who 
were arrested there on 13th March: 
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Lobsang Yangzom, from Lhokha Gongkar county: 
Lobsang Choedron, from Lhokha Namgyegang: 

Lobsang Kalden, from Lhokha Namgyegang: 

Ngawang Sangden, from Lhokha Namgyegang: 

Tenzin Kunsang, from Lhokha Namgyegang: 

Ngawang Pema, from Lhokha Namgyegang: 

Choekyi Tsomo, from Lhokha Namgyegang. 

The report did not give reasons for the arrests. Over 30 
people were arrested from the same area after protests 
in villages and monasteries in the valley in May and 
June 1993, including two nuns named Ngawang 
Choedron and Tenzin Choenyi from a local nunnery 
called Choebup. 

January Arrests in Baglog xiang 

Another report received this week referred to four 
previously unknown arrests on or just before 2nd 
January this year from a village cluster or xiang called 
Baglog. Two monks, 27 year old Nyima Tenzin and 20 
year old Phurbu Tashi from Pangpa monastery in Baglog 
xiang, were arrested on 29th December 1993. Four 
days later, on 2nd January, a local school teacher, 18 
year old Lhagpa Gyaltsen, was also arrested. 

Over a month later, on 20th February this year, a 20 
year old farmer named Penpa was arrested from the 
same village, according to the report. All four came 
originally from Baglog xiang except for Nyima Tenzin, 
who comes from Kyim. A layman called Kelsang Yeshe, 
age 30, from Meldrogungkar, was also arrested on 2nd 
January 1994. There is no information about the 
circumstances which led to the arrests. 

May Arrests in Lhasa 

Unofficial sources in Lhasa today provided the names 
for the first time of 11 monks arrested during two 
Lhasa demonstrations in May, bringing to 48 the 
number of Tibetans reported to have been arrested for 
staging pro-independence demonstrations so far this 
year. 

On 24th May, the last day of the annual Congress of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, four monks from 
Phurchok Monastery, a few miles north of Lhasa, had 
staged a brief pro-independence demonstration in the 
Barkor. One source named three of the monks as Dawa, 
age 20, from Phenpo Lhundrup: 

Nyima, age 18, from Phenpo Lhundrup and Tharpa, age 
17, from Meldrogungkar. The name of the fourth monk 
is unclear. 

The names of eight monks from Nyethang Tashigang 
monastery, who were arrested during a brief 
demonstration in Lhasa on 31st May, were also given: 

Phuntsog Tendon [bstan ’don] (layname: Migmar), age 
14, from Nyethang xiang, Chushur county 


Phuntsog Rigchog (Migmar) age 28, from Nyethang 
xiang, Chushur county 

Phuntsog Thrinden [phrin Itan] (Sonam Tsering) age 19, 

from Nyethang xiang, Chushur county 

Phuntsog Seldrag [bsal grags] (Pema Thinley) age 17, 

from Nyethang xiang, Chushur county 

Thubten Geleg (Dorje) age 16 Lhokha Gongkar To-rwa 

Ngawang Tsangpa (Kelsang Phuntsog) age 21 Lhokha 

Gongkar county, Namgyegang 

Ngawang Ngon-kyen [mmgon mkhyen] (Nyima Tsering) 
age 19, from Nyethang xiang, neighbourhood No.1 
Phuntsog Zoepa (Lobsang Drolma [?]) age 19 from 
Nyethang xiang, neighbourhood No.1. 

Note from Dharamsala: Nuns' Response 
to Prison Songs 

In June 1993 a group of 14 Tibetan nuns in Drapchi prison, 
Lhasa, recorded a series of songs calling for the independence 
struggle to continue. They made the tape recording secretly in 
the prison and smuggled the tape out. It was discovered and 
the nuns were sentenced to up to 8 years each for the 
offence. Copies of the tape of the nuns' prison songs were 
later circulated by TIN (see TIN News Update 20 February, 
1994). 

In this extract a Westerner in Dharamsala describes the 
response of a group of Tibetan nuns when a journalist played 
a copy of the tape to them for the first time. The nuns had all 
escaped from Tibet to Lhasa, where they themselves had been 
in prison. 

The next day we went to the ani gompa 
[nunnery]. / had explained to L. the case of the 
14 nuns whose sentences had been increased 
last year for making the tape recording of songs 
in the prison, and / played a copy of the tape to 
him. 

The nuns were gathered outside on the grass 
having lessons or memorising prayers. L made 
them listen to the tape. Most of them had 
gathered in a large circle and at the first song, 
some of them, about ten, hid their faces in their 
zen [robes] and started crying. It was very 
moving. 

/ had to go away then for about twenty minutes 
to fetch someone, and while / was away they 
listened to the tape a second time. When / cam 
back L. said that some had broken down and had 
been rolled on the ground, and had been taken to 
their room. 

/ went there: one was vomiting, one was 
sobbing and the third one was as if her mind had 
gone, shaking and turning her head with no 
presence of mind. 

/ asked L. to lend them our car to bring them to 
the hospital. He agreed, but he didn't think of 
giving them any money for them to buy 
medicine. At least he realised what it means to 
have been tortured... 
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Military 


Traders Protest Against Stabbings by 
Soldiers 

TIN News Update / 23 August, 1994 

Tibetan traders in the border town of Dram staged a 
protest against violence and harassment by paramilitary 
troops after two Tibetans were stabbed and beaten by 
soldiers, according to unofficial reports from Tibet. 

News of the protest comes only days after a major rally 
of the People's Armed Police in Lhasa during which 
military and regional leaders announced new policies 
"on building stronger armed police corps units", 
indicating the re-emergence of the PAP as a major force 
in security work in Tibet. 

The traders used force to disarm police or paramilitaries 
who threatened to open fire on them during the June 
protest, about which details have only now emerged. 
Following the stabbings the People's Armed Police 
(PAP) unit in Dram, Tibet's principal border town with 
Nepal, is believed to have been replaced in an attempt 
to reduce tensions in the town. 

Tension is said to have increased in Dram, known in 
Chinese as Zhangmu and in Nepali as Khasa and 
situated 700km southwest of Lhasa, after a change of 
personnel of the town's paramilitary garrison in early 
June. The new soldiers, believed to be members of the 
People's Armed Police rather than of the Army, are 
accused of harassing Tibetans in the town, according to 
several sources. 

"The relationship between the Chinese soldiers and the 
Tibetan people in Dram is very hostile," said a Tibetan 
in Kathmandu with knowledge of the area. "It is said 
that the Chinese soldiers there often do not pay when 
they eat in the Tibetan restaurants, and that they 
harass Tibetan women and beat up people who try to 
interfere," he added. 

The incident which led to a protest took place on 20th 
June at around 2pm when three men described as 
soldiers, probably members of the People's Armed 
Police, started shouting abuse at Tibetan shopkeepers in 
the area, according to a witness. "They were going up 
and down the street with knifes in their hands and were 
threatening to slash the hands of anyone trying to stop 
them," said the witness, who asked not to be named. 
The three Chinese soldiers were accompanied by a 
young Tibetan, described by other Tibetans as "an anti¬ 
social element", who acted as a translator and side-kick 
for the group. 

The soldiers, who said they were searching for a 
suspect, beat up a Tibetan youth called Kun-jam who 
was stabbed and, according to several accounts, 
thrown from a roof or balcony by the group, breaking 
his ribs as a result of the fall. 

A Tibetan called Tsering Gya was chased for 300 
metres and then stabbed 8 times by the soldiers after 
he tried to dissuade them from attacking Kun-jam. The 
soldiers, whose names are not known, then shouted 


threats that Tibetans would not be allowed to continue 
operating shops and stalls in the town. 

Traders Protest 

Later that day a number of Tibetan traders, mainly 
Tibetan migrants from Amdo (North-Eastern Tibet) like 
the two victims, went to protest at the local 
government offices, where there was a brief fight with 
police. At least one policeman or paramilitary drew his 
gun as if to fire on the protestors but was disarmed by 
a Tibetans, said to have kicked the gun from the 
officer's hand and then broken it so that it could not be 
used. 

The Chinese Government authorities acted quickly to 
resolve the conflict, favouring the traders, and the 
paramilitary unit is said to have been transferred and 
replaced by a new unit within a few days of the 
incident. One of the soldiers was sentenced to three 
years imprisonment, according to one report, and the 
Tibetan who disarmed the policeman has been praised 
by officials. A separate unconfirmed source said that 
the traders had been fined for staging their protest. 

[According to the independent Tibetan-language paper 
Mangtso, published from Dharamsala, three soldiers 
were "expelled" and three of the Amdo traders were 
arrested after the protest incident in Dram. The paper, 
in its 15th August edition, dated the incident to 22nd 
June, not 28th, and said that the traders' protest, 
which may have included stone-throwing, took place at 
the army camp in Dram. The names of the three traders 
were given as Sho-tsang Chogling [bshos tshang 
phyogs gling], Kha-shul Norgyal [Kha shul nor rgyal] and 
Go-ngun Choe-kho [sgo rngun chos kho].] 

PAP Rally "A New Starting Point" 

The mass rally of the People's Armed Police in Lhasa 
last week, described by the Tibet corps Commander as 
a "new starting point", indicates that the PAP is being 
fully rehabilitated as a prominent force in China's 
strategy for dealing with security problems in Tibet, 
after it failed to control dissent both in Tibet and in 
China in 1989. 

The rally took place in a main street of the capital on 
1 7th August, and consisted of at least 25 "formations" 
including "the rifle, submachine gun, hand-gun, 
motorcycle, automobile and truck formations" as well 
as those "guarding the corps colours and insignia", 
according to a Tibet TV broadcast published by the BBC 
Monitoring Service yesterday. 

The Tibet region corps of the PAP was described at the 
rally by Tsultrim, known in Chinese as Zi Cheng, a 
deputy secretary of the Tibet Party, as a "toughened, 
combat worthy, and highly disciplined force that the 
party, government and people of all nationalities in Tibet 
can trust." The statement contrasts with the killing of 
up to 1 50 or more Tibetans, mostly bystanders, by the 
Tibet Armed Police corps as retribution for 
demonstrations in December 1988 and March 1989. 
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Hu Yongzhu, political commissar of the Tibet Military 
District, described that the Tibet corps of the PAP as 
playing "an important role on the forefront of fighting 
splittism and stabilising the situation in Tibet" and the 
corps Commander Tan Huasheng promised to "build up 
the corps in all fields, [and] make sure that all 
assignments, particularly the handling of contingencies, 
are accomplished, to contribute more to Tibet's stability 
and economic development". Believed to be the largest 
military rally in the Tibetan capital since at least 1991, 
the event was striking for its emphasis on the military 
character of the Armed Police corps and for the high 
level of officials who reviewed the troops. 

The People's Armed Police, estimated at 600,000 
strong in total, was formed in 1983, largely from de¬ 
mobbed soldiers, and initially placed under the Ministry 
of Public Security. After alleged lapses of discipline in 
Tibet and China in 1989 it was shifted to the control of 
the Ministry of Defence in 1990. 

Low Troop Discipline and Morale 

The Dram incident matches other reports of low morale 
and discipline amongst army and paramilitary forces in 
Tibet and other outlying areas. Last October a Tibetan 
was shot and wounded by a soldier after he protested 
against the severe beating of a Tibetan hotel-keeper by 
a gang of PLA soldiers in the nearby town of Tingri, the 
main army garrison town for the area, 200 km north of 
Dram. 

Earlier this month the Chinese authorities announced 
that high-level delegations had been sent to army 
camps on the Tibet border to solve "problems" and 
"bring warmth" to the soldiers there. Zhang Zhijuan, 
political commissar of the Chengdu Military Region, 
which includes the eastern part of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, was the most senior of a hundred 
cadres of regimental level or above who went to Tibet 
this summer to deal with "problems concerning training, 
combat readiness, clothes, food... and family affairs," 
according to Xinhua on 3rd August. 

Last month China's Central Military Commission 
increased the budget available for "basic amenities" for 
troops in "hardship regions" including Tibet, according 
to a Xinhua report on 25th July, in another possible 
indication of morale problems among Chinese soldiers 
stationed in remote areas. 

Chinese Media on Military Affairs 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news about military 
affairs in Tibet, monitored by the BBC's Summary of World 
Broadcasts (SWB). 

7 June: "Sausage or Shoe ", "On the Tea Delivery Path" 
and "Footsteps to the Police Camp" were just three of 
the items performed for senior leaders in Tibet by the 
song and dance ensemble of the political department of 
the TAR people's armed police corps, Lhasa TV 
reported. Those present included Chen Kuiyuan, Tibet 
party leader, Zhang Zhu, political commissar of the TAR 
PAPC, and its commander Tan Huasheng. Other leaders 
and over 1,000 officers and men watched the 
performance. (15 June) 


11 June: A "grand ceremony" to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the naming of the "steel-like transport 
squad on the Tibet Plateau" was held on 11 June at the 
hall of a vehicle regiment garrisoned in Tibet, Lhasa TV 
reported. Attending the meeting were Wang Shunhe, 
deputy commander of the Tibet Military District [SWB 
comments that he was previously listed as Logistics 
Department Director of the Tibet Military Area 
Command) and Chen Songmao [?], political commissar 
of the Tibet Military District logistics command. More 
than 1,000 officers and men of the regiment were 
present. (23 June) 

9 July: The title of "Hero of Kamba La" [the pass above 
Yamdrok Tso, leading to Gyantse] was today conferred 
on an air force radar station team by the Central Military 
Commission, Xinhua reported. The team, stationed at 
Kamba La Pass in the TAR, has provided safe radar 
guidance for more than 22,000 flights by civil aircraft 
and special planes from both home and abroad. (11 
July) 

25 July: Several thousand officers and men had been 
killed defending and building Tibet since 1951, Tibet 
Military District told Lhasa Radio reporters. Some fell 
"fighting enemies", some on patrol, some in national 
defence work. General Tan Guansan, first political 
commissar of the Tibet Military District (TMD), "shed 
his heart's blood to liberate and build Tibet and broke 
down from constant overwork". Zhang Guirong, former 
TMD commander, suffered a heart attack. This year, 
three PLA men died in the Yarlung Zangbo river, while 
building the Lhasa-Zhangmu highway. (29 July) 

3 Aug: Around 100 officers of regimental rank and 
above of the Chengdu Military Region have paid visits 
to troops on the border, Xinhua reported. Since March, 
these have included Zhang Zhijian, political commissar 
of the region, Zhu Chengyou, deputy commander, Wu 
Runzhong, deputy political commissar and Jiang Futang, 
also deputy political commissar and director of its 
political department. Some stayed to work with the 
troops in these high, oxygen-short areas and helped 
solve problems of logistics and family matters. (10 Aug) 

7 Aug: There are now 640 Tibetan officers in the army, 
Liberation Army Daily reported. Of these, 95 are 
assigned to leading posts at army, divisional and 
regimental levels. The Tibet Military District has 
focussed on promoting Tibetans, and allowances are 
made and further education supplied to make up for 
their lack of schooling. Now 14 Tibetan officers have 
been sent to military colleges, including the PLA 
National Defence University. (15 Aug) 

10 Aug: Li Tieying, politbureau member and state 
councillor, plus regional leaders including Raidi, 
Gyaincain Norbu and Zi Cheng, inspected the second 
detachment of the TAR People's Armed Police, Lhasa 
City State Security Bureau, and the first artillery 
company of a unit in Tibet, Lhasa TV reported. 

While at the PAP, Li "gently encouraged new recruit 
Mima Cireng [?] [Migmar Tsering] to learn Chinese to 
ensure bettering] himself [in] work and a better life. He 
then took the hand of a Han soldier about the same age 
as Mima Cireng, and put it into Mima Cireng's hand, 
encouraging them to help each other". At the SSB and 
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the first artillery company of a unit in Tibet, where 
Dong Guishan, deputy commander and Qiu Jian [?], 
deputy political commissar of the Tibet Military District, 
were present, Li praised their work and stressed 
stability and unity. (13 Aug) 

17 Aug: The TAR People's Armed Police (PAP) 
reviewed its forces in Lhasa, Lhasa TV reported. Zhang 
Zhu, political commissar of the PAP, presided. Present 
were Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, chairman of the NPC 
standing committee. Tan Huasheng and Ga Jin 
(commander and deputy of the TAR PAP). Raidi and 
Gyaincain Norbu, deputy secretaries of the TAR party 
committee, were also present, plus many other leaders. 
Twenty-five formations passed the reviewing stand. 
Officers and men had gone through vigorous training 
since mid-April this year, the TV station said. After the 
review, Hu Yongzhu, political commissar of the Tibet 
Military District, noted in a speech that the Tibet PAP 
played an important role in fighting "splittism" and 
stabilising the situation. Tan Huasheng, commander of 
the PAP, said "We will consider the successful review 
as a new starting point." (22 Aug) 

21 Aug: Raidi [Rakti] inspected the Tibet Military 
District production base on 20 August. (31 Aug) 

Xinjiang - Military 

7 Jun: Military chiefs held a ceremony in Xinjiang to 
commend those involved in the "Lanzhou-Urumqi optical 
cable communications project", according to Xinjiang 
TV. The leaders included Fu Bingyao, deputy 
commander of the Lanzhou Military Region and 
commander of the Xinjiang Military District, Pan 
Zhaomin, deputy political commissar of the Lanzhou 
Military Region and political commissar of the Xinjiang 
Military District [also Party Secretary - see below], and 


Wang Yousan, vice-chairman of the Xinjiang 
Autonomous Region. Also taking part were Zhou 
Yongshun, deputy political commissar of the Xinjiang 
MD and Fang Denghua, deputy commander of the XMD 
[as given: SWB comments that BBC records list him as 
commander of the Qinghai provincial command]. This 
project was a key item in the 8th Five Year Plan and 
will accelerate development in Xinjiang and north-west 
China generally. (13 June) 

27 June: The Lanzhou Military Region has pressed 
ahead with plans to improve the militia, Urumqi TV 
reported. Generals Liu Jingsong and Gao Pengsheng, 
commander and political commissar respectively of the 
military region, and Abulaiti Abudurexiti, chairman of 
the regional government, attended a meeting to discuss 
the Central Military Commission's strategic policies for 
"the new period", to improve militia reserve service in 
the socialist market economy, and future priorities. 
Other officials also attended. General Liu noted that the 
militia had become better and stronger. (7 July) 

21 July: The Xinjiang Military District held its eighth 
party congress in Urumqi on 20 July, Xinjiang Daily 
reported. Party secretary Pan Zhaomin gave a report 
which pointed out that major tasks included "working 
relentlessly to ensure war preparedness and to 
safeguard borders and social stability". (1 5 Aug) 

29 July: A ceremony was held by Xinjiang Military 
District to promote one officer to Lieutenant. General 
and eight to Major-General, Xinjiang Daily reported on 

30 July. The new Lieutenant. General was Fu Bingyue, 
commander of XMD and deputy commander of the 
Lanzhou Military Region. The new major-generals came 
from staff, logistics, political and area command 
departments. (1 5 Aug) 


Demonstrations 


Protests by Monks, Nuns Mar Li Visit 

TIN News Update / 25 August, 1994 

A group of Tibetan monks staged another brief pro¬ 
independence demonstration in Lhasa on Tuesday 23rd 
August, the third such protest this month, according to 
sources in the city. 

The protests followed a major Chinese ceremony in 
Lhasa on 9th August, when top government and Party 
leaders were flown to the Tibetan capital to attend the 
highly publicised re-opening of the Potala Palace, the 
former residence of the Dalai Lama. 

Police broke up a demonstration by five nuns on 14th 
August, beating the women with sticks only hours 
before State Councillor Li Tieying, visiting Tibet to 
attend the Potala ceremony, told the Lhasa police force 
to be "uncompromising" in their "struggle against 
hostile elements". 

Tuesday's protest took place at 8am in the Barkor, the 
pilgrimage circuit in the heart of the Tibetan quarter of 


Lhasa. It involved just three men, who had time to pull 
out a forbidden flag of the Tibetan nation and to briefly 
shout pro-independence slogans before they were 
arrested. 

The arrest was carried out by a single Tibetan police 
officer, who led the three men away to the Barkor 
police station without using force, according to an 
eyewitness contacted by TIN. Usually demonstrators in 
Lhasa are arrested by groups of policemen and often 
beaten or tied up. 

After two hours in the police station the monks, who 
were from Phenpo county, were driven away to prison, 
where they can expect to spend an average of 6 years, 
going by previous incidents. There have been nearly 
150 such protests by Tibetans in Lhasa since the pro¬ 
independence movement re-emerged in 1987, eleven of 
them so far this year. 

The incident took place in the dark, as Lhasa has to 
operate according to the same time zone as Beijing, 
2,500 km to the east, but the protest was witnessed 
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by hundreds of Tibetans performing the daily ritual of 
circumambulating the main Buddhist temple in Lhasa, 
according to another source in the city. 

[See 

Phenpo: 4th Protest in 3 Months 

*The incident was the fourth demonstration in three 
months involving monks or nuns from Phenpo, a rural 
area 45 km north of Lhasa. Four monks believed to be 
from the area were arrested at about 11am on 3rd 
August after shouting pro-independence slogans in the 
Barkor, and a group of four others were arrested for 
staging a brief protest in the Barkor at 3.25pm on 
Monday 20th June (earlier sources dated the protest to 
19th June). 

The 20th June demonstration in Lhasa followed a 
punitive raid on June 17th or 18th by a unit of the 
People's Armed Police on Ganden Choekor, regarded as 
a centre of pro-independence activism in Phenpo. Police 
also took up positions surrounding the nearby nunnery 
of Shar Bumpa. The raids appear to have been in 
response to a demonstration staged in Lhasa on 13th 
June by four nuns from Shar Bumpa. 

14th August: Nuns Demonstration Mars Li's Police Visit 

On Sunday 14th August five Tibetan women were 
arrested after they unfolded a Tibetan flag and shouted 
pro-independence slogans in the Barkor. 

Their protest took place at midday, according to an 
eyewitness, who said he cried when he saw the 
women, all nuns, being beaten by police. "They were 
beaten with sticks, and they were taken away. It all 
happened very quickly and people round were crying," 
said the Tibetan. 

He said that plain clothes agents of the Public Security 
Bureau carried out the arrests with help from officers of 
the "Bao'an". "Bao'an" is a Chinese term meaning 
"protection of security" and covering all forms of 
security operations, but currently used by Tibetans to 
refer to a low-level police force who wear blue uniforms 
and are responsible for checking that regulations are 
observed in markets and commercial areas. 

Two Tibetan members of the "Bao'an" are believed to 
have been disciplined after they failed to arrest the four 
monks involved in the 3rd August demonstration. That 
arrest was instead carried out by officers from the 
Public Security Bureau. 

The nuns' protest on 14th August took place only a few 
hours before Li Tieying, a member of the Politburo of 
the Chinese Communist Party and guest of honour at 
the Potala Palace re-opening ceremony, visited the 
Lhasa Public Security headquarters. Li praised the police 
for "their brave and uncompromising long-term struggle 
against all hostile elements upsetting the social order," 
adding that "it is an arduous task to maintain long-term 
stability in Tibet," according to a Lhasa Radio broadcast 
monitored by the BBC. 

Li was accompanied on his trip to Tibet by Jiang 
Xianjin, China's vice Minister of Public Security. 


Four days earlier Li had visited the Barkor Street Police 
station, telling police on duty there that "Bargor Street 
must be made into the most stable and safest place in 
Lhasa." "We must strictly punish all criminals and 
lawbreakers," he told the officers, according to Lhasa 
Radio. 

Nunnery Surrounded by Troops; Rural 
Unrest "Intensified" 

TIN News Update / 23 July, 1 994 (6 July revised) 

Chinese paramilitary police have placed a cordon around 
a rural nunnery in the mountains north of Lhasa in 
response to a brief demonstration by five nuns last 
month, according to unofficial reports from the Tibetan 
capital. 

The blockade on the nunnery comes as top Chinese 
politicians in Tibet call for a crackdown on the pro¬ 
independence movement, which they say is spreading 
into the Tibetan countryside. 

The nunnery was surrounded in response to a brief 
demonstration by five nuns in Lhasa on 14th June. The 
women all came from Shar Bumpa nunnery in Phenpo 
county, 45 km north of Lhasa. 

The five nuns, who were all born in the nearby county 
of Phenpo Lhundrup, were arrested and were named 
today by unofficial sources as Choekyi Gyaltsen or 
Choeying Gyaltsen, age 24-27, Gyaltsen Sherab, age 

19- 21, from Phenpo Lhundrup, Choekyi Wangmo, age 

20- 22, Tsultrim Zangmo, age 23, and Seldroen, age 17- 
18. 

In reprisals three days after the incident police, state 
security officials and members of the People's Armed 
Police (Wu Jing) are reported to have swooped on Shar 
nunnery and on adjacent monks' quarters. Some of the 
nuns struggled with the police and damaged a police 
vehicle during the raid, according to one report. 

"Since that day the nunnery and the monastery have 
been surrounded on all sides by the military and, in a 
way that is similar to what happened last year in 
Kyimshi village, they terrorised the citizens, surrounding 
the monastery day and night and preventing these 
monks and nuns from leaving the monastery," said a 
separate report, received from Lhasa last week. Kyimshi 
is a group of villages in Lhokha Gongkar county, south 
of Lhasa, that was taken over by troops after protests 
in June 1 993, leading to over 30 arrests. 

The report said that each monk and nun at Shar Bumpa 
had been interrogated and that a number of arrests had 
been made. "According to people who come from this 
village at present the monastery is surrounded in such a 
way that the monks and nuns are totally unable to 
move," claimed the report, which is unconfirmed. "The 
situation in this area is tense," commented another 
source, who said the military were living in tents they 
had set up around the nunnery and the monks' quarters. 

Monastery Raid Leads to Demonstration, 19th June 

The security forces also raided the nearby monastery of 
Phenpo Ganden Choekor, regarded as a local nationalist 
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centre. The monastery was the scene of similar police 
raids last summer after a pro-independence protest in 
Nemo, a nearby village, in June 1993. 

The nunnery of Shar Bumpa, built beside the site of an 
important 11th century chorten or reliquary about 5 km 
west of Lhundrup Dzong, was destroyed after the 
Chinese invasion but has been rebuilt since 1985 by a 
group of nuns. This is the first report of nuns or monks 
from Shar taking part in a political protest. 

*After the police raids, four monks from Phenpo 
Ganden Choekor travelled immediately to Lhasa and on 
20th June (earlier reports dated the incident to 19th 
June) staged a protest in the Barkor, the Tibetan quarter 
of the capital. 

They were arrested on the north-west corner of the 
Barkor pilgrimage circuit at 3.25pm, immediately after 
they gathered and began to chant slogans. A Tibetan 
source, who described the monks as having wrapped 
white scarfs round their raised fists, said that the four 
men were arrested immediately by security officials and 
beaten up before being taken away. 

The four men arrested on 20th June have now been 
identified as: 

Lobsang Choezin, age 1 7 
Gyaltsen Tengye, age 21 
Champa Tsondrue, age 1 7 
Tsering Samdrup, age 21 

The four monks, who are all from Ganden Choekor, the 
main monastery in Phenpo county, are reported to have 
been severely beaten during the arrest by police, who 
tied their hands tied behind their backs before "throwing 
them into the back of a truck", according to one 
account. One monk kicked several of the policeman 
before he was beaten. The monks are believed to be 
held in Gutsa prison. 

A fifth monk from Ganden Choekor, Gyaltsen Zoepa, 
age 20, disappeared from the monastery on June 21st 
and is believed to have been detained. 

April-May Incidents in Ngamring, Woka 

Government officials in May stepped up allegations that 
during the previous twelve months the pro¬ 
independence movement had spread to rural areas. 
"The Dalai Lama clique and international hostile forces 
are strengthening their collusion and changing methods 
in their intensified activities to split the motherland," 
said the TAR Government's annual work report, 
published on 6th June in the Tibet Daily. 

"They are extending their feelers to farming and 
pastoral areas and are using every means to compete 
with us in winning over the next generation," said the 
report. 

Few reports of rural unrest have reached the west this 
year, and the official statements suggest that more 
incidents may have taken place than have so far been 
discovered by western journalists. 


There are unconfirmed reports of unrest in four other 
rural areas this year, but these give few details of the 
incidents. One recent account referred to a disturbance 
in mid-May in Ngamring (Chinese: Namling), a county 
town in Shigatse prefecture about 150 km west of 
Lhasa. A small local incident is said to have erupted into 
large-scale confrontation between hundreds of locals 
and hastily assembled security forces, leading to 
fighting and damage to property. Local Wu Jing units 
were called to help the Public Security police and a 
number of arrests are said to have taken place. Further 
details are unavailable. 

An indication of unrest is also reported from Woka 
(Chinese: Oiga), a small town in Zangri county, Lhokha 
prefecture, about 140 km south-east of Lhasa on 26th 
April. During a meeting of the local committee villagers 
were lectured about the futility of pursuing Tibetan 
independence, and informed that they could not expect 
any help from the outside world. These meetings, 
where attendance is sometimes mandatory, are often 
used by officials to carry out political re-education or 
propaganda exercises and have led to several protest in 
rural areas. It is not clear if the meeting was proceeded 
by any protest incidents or open unrest. 

Neither Woka, adjacent to one of China's largest mines 
in Tibet, nor Ngamring are known to have had any 
previous incidents of unrest. 

Earlier this week underground groups in Lhasa supplied 
the names of 12 Tibetans arrested in other protests in 
the countryside earlier this year, including a school 
teacher and two monks arrested on or just before 2nd 
January from an unknown group of villages called 
Baglog, and seven nuns arrested on 13th March from 
Bumthang nunnery in Lhokha Gongkar county, about 80 
km south of Lhasa, (see above, January Arrests in 
Baglog xiang). There is no information available about 
the circumstances which led to the arrests. 

The groups also provided for the first time the names of 

11 Tibetan monks arrested during brief demonstrations 
in Lhasa on 24th May and 31st May, bringing to 48 the 
number of Tibetans reported to have been arrested for 
staging pro-independence demonstrations so far this 
year. 

Chinese Media on Crime and Security 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news about crime, 
and public security in Tibet and other nationality areas, 
monitored by the BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts (SWB). 
Dates in the headings are those when the event took place or 
was first reported; the date in brackets following the news 
item is that of the SWB issue in which it was published. 

12 June: A report on the work of the higher people's 
court in the TAR by Bai Zhao, president of the court, 
was published in Tibet Daily today. In 1993, the courts 
accepted over 3,000 cases and in 2,581 cases trial 
proceedings have been completed, he said. In criminal 
cases, he said, the courts "dealt relentless blows at 
counter-revolutionary crimes and criminals who gravely 
threatened public security and disrupted economic 
development". 

Cases involving counter-revolutionary propaganda had 
been on the rise in recent years, and had gradually 
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spread from town to countryside. The courts had tried 
to speed up their work in this field. Death sentences 
handed out in cases of larceny where large sums were 
involved "have produced fairly good social effects". 

The opening-up of the TAR has produced a large 
workload in economic and civil crimes such as disputes 
over purchasing, marketing, loans and construction 
contracts. 

"During the adjudication of civil cases in recent years, 
we found that polyandry and children born out of 
wedlock were the more conspicuous problems in rural 
and pastoral areas." 

There were some problems, he noted. "Phenomena 
such as not observing ... the law, overwhelming people 
with one's power and meting out punishment outside 
one's lines of authority did occur frequently. Second, 
some administrative bodies did not follow legal 
procedures... Third, the practice of abusing power was 
quite common." 

Reforms implemented were new and stress on the need 
for witnesses to testify in court and be cross-examined. 
Also, in the event of a mis-trial, there was some 
experiment with investigating who was responsible. 
The police were educated in the importance of serving 
the people. (16 July) 

13 June: Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR party 
committee, on a recent visit to Xigaze [Shigatse] called 
for more economic reform, tighter border control, 
stronger temple management and better indoctrination 
of cadres, according to Lhasa radio. Raidi noted the 
importance of Xigaze as a significant border area and 
contributor to Tibet's production. Xigaze is also, he said 
"at the forefront of the fight against separatism, 
safeguarding the motherland's unity and fortifying 
border defence". He urged the Xigaze party and 
government to work "unflaggingly" in agriculture and 
animal husbandry, which contribute about half of 
Tibet's total output. Border control is a "formidable 
task", he noted, but loopholes should be plugged. 
Relations between civilians, army and police should be 
improved. The problems and contradictions engendered 
by reform should be solved. Cadre ranks should be 
strengthened, and cadres should be made aware of the 
fight against "separatism" to resist infiltration. (18 
June) 

16 June: Lhasa customs office has successfully 
cracked down on smuggling, Lhasa Radio reported. 
Since 1985, it has handled 4,300 cases involving gold, 
antiquities, opium and heroin. It also located 3,660 
pelts of rare and endangered animals, 900 cheetah 
skins, rare Chinese medicines, leopard and tiger bones, 
plus videotapes and pornographic products, the radio 
added. (22 June) 

21 June: "We are maintaining high vigilance against 
internal and external factors of instability," Chen 
Kuiyuan, TAR party leader, claimed in an interview with 
Lhasa TV. "Internationally there is truly a small number 
of people who are unwilling to see Tibet pursue 
economic construction in a stable and peaceful 
environment. Meanwhile, the splittist clique outside 
Tibet has been trying to win the support of international 


hostile forces in a bid to create chaos in Tibet in order 
to achieve their despicable political objective" he 
declared. (25 June) 

29 June: Bai Zhao, president of the TAR higher people's 
court and deputy secretary of the TAR commission on 
politics and law, recently investigated the prefectural 
and county courts in Qamdo [Chamdo], Tibet Daily 
reported. He was satisfied with their work, and declared 
that "We should combat crimes vehemently, wage the 
anti-splittist struggle unremittingly and adhere 
to...building both material and spiritual civilisations..." 
(13 Aug) 

26 June: One drug trafficker in the TAR was publicly 
sentenced to death and three others were sentenced to 
imprisonment today by the Lhasa city people's 
intermediate court, Xinhua reported. "Qamjig 

[Jam-jig?], the principal criminal, was sentenced to 
death for having purchased more than 1,000 grammes 
of narcotics in Yunnan and resold them in Tibet at high 
profits," the agency stated. Qamjig appealed, the 
TAR supreme court reviewed the case, rejected the 
appeal and reported to the Supreme People's Court of 
the PRC. "According to the order of the president of the 
Supreme People's Court of the PRC, Qamjig was 
executed," said Xinhua. Another "principal criminal", 
Dojie [Dorje], was sentenced to life imprisonment, and 
two accessories, Huang Tinghong and Losang Soinam, 
were given 15 years' imprisonment. (28 June) 

1 Aug: A Tibet Society for Reform Through Labour was 
inaugurated, Tibet Daily reported on 5 August. Its 
purpose is to research the theory of reform through 
labour and "promote development of reform through 
labour in Tibet". Tibet began RTL in the 1960s and 
"scored brilliant achievements and accumulated much 
experience". Tibet carried out reform measures such as 
subjecting criminals to "strict, civilised and scientific 
control in accordance with the law"; setting up a 
hundred-mark performance appraisal system; a system 
for reducing penalties in accordance with the law; 
exercising standardised administration on a trial basis; 
and separating them into groups for detention, 
administration and education. (22 Aug) 

4 Aug: A forum on administrative trials in 10 ethnic 
border provinces and autonomous regions opened in 
Lhasa, Tibet Daily reported on 6 August. Court 
representatives came from Yunnan, Guizhou, Hunan, 
Ningxia Hui, Xinjiang Guangxi, Hainan, Sichuan and the 
TAR. TAR leaders Zi Cheng [Tsultrim], Pudoje [Bu-dorje] 
and Laba Pingcuo [Lhagpa Phuntsog] attended. "The 
initiation of administrative trials, in which 'people sue 
government officials' has made the law more 
authoritative," said the paper. (30 Aug) 

10 Aug: Li Tieying, plus Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai, Raidi, 
Gyaincain Norbu, Danzim and other Tibetan leaders, 
visited the Jokhang, the Barkhor office and Barkhor 
police station, Lhasa radio reported. On hearing a work 
report presented by Wangdui Duoji, secretary of the 
Barkhor office, Li commented "Bargor [Barkor] street 
must be made into the most stable and safest place in 
Lhasa...We must make stability a task of great 
importance for work in Tibet". (13 Aug) 
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14 Aug: Li Tieying visited the Lhasa City public security 
bureau, Lhasa Radio said. Also present were Gyaincain 
Norbu, Zi Cheng [Tsultrim], director of the regional 
public security bureau, Lieque, TAR party committee 
member, and Luosang Toinzhub [Lobsang Dondrup], 
Lhasa mayor. Li praised the "brave and uncompromising 
long-term struggle against all hostile elements upsetting 
the social order". (22 Aug) 

15 Aug: The TAR people's congress standing 
committee held a meeting during which it heard an 
explanation by Yi Sang, vice-chairman of the legal 
affairs commission of draft interim regulations on the 
comprehensive management of public security, as well 
as amendments to the regulations. (22 Aug) 

Qinghai - Crime 

21 June: Qinghai's party leading group on anti¬ 
corruption stressed that "greater efforts should be made 
to investigate and handle major and important cases in 
a selective way," Xining Radio reported. Numbers of 
cases handled last year "doubled and redoubled", the 
report said, but there were still many problems. These 
included the fact that laws are not enforced strictly, no 
effective measures are taken to fight corruption and the 
investigation and prosecution of cases proceed slowly. 
(25 June) 

22 June: A meeting of prosecuting officials concluded 
in Xining today, Xining Radio reported. It noted that 446 
economic crime cases had been handled in the period 
January-May, of which 95 were corruption cases and 
75 were serious ones. (8 July) 

25 June: A youth mobilisation meeting was held today 
in Xining, provincial capital of Qinghai, to combat rising 
drug addiction and crime, Xining Radio reported. Present 
were the provincial narcotics group, the party 
propaganda department, education department and 
Chinese Youth League representatives. 

Vice-governor La Bingli gave a speech in which he noted 
that drugs had spread into the province via the 
international drugs trade, drug gangs "had no hesitation 
in defying the law," and drug addicts were on the rise. 
Around 2,000 gms of drugs, including heroin and 
opium, were burned at the meeting. 

Xinjiang - Crime and Public Security 

18 May: Public Security departments throughout the 
region launched a campaign against rail and highway 
robbers and other criminals which netted some 6,000 
criminals and 16.15 min yuan in recaptured funds, the 
China News Service reported. (1 7 June) 

30 June: A peasant from Nalati township in Xinyuan 
county was executed by firing squad for killing a farmer 
from whom he had tried to steal sorghum, the Xinjiang 
Daily reported on 30 July. (12 Aug) 

5 July: In the first half of this year the Xinjiang police 
handled 289 drug cases, destroying 14 underground 
drug shops, arresting 390 for drug offences and seizing 
285 kg of marijuana, 8 kg of heroin and 2.4 kg of 
opium, China News Agency reported. (12 Aug) 


7 July: Urumqi public security has cracked down on 
narcotic related criminals. By 20 June it had solved 107 
cases of drug-trading, caught over 200 narco-criminals, 
seized more than 4,300 grams of heroin and hundreds 
of thousands of yuan in cash. (25 July) 

31 July: Abulaiti Amudurexiti, Xinjiang government 
chairman and party deputy leader, visited Hotan 
prefecture 25-29 July, Xinjiang Daily reported. While 
touring farmland, and industrial projects, he declared: 
"We should view problems in the light of the general 
task of the party and further promote stability. We 
should improve public order in farming and pastoral 
areas." (1 5 Aug) 

3 Aug: Li Fengzi, member of the standing committee of 
Xinjiang's party committee spoke at a conference on 
social order in the countryside, Urumqi TV reported on 4 
August. He pointed out that the most troublesome 
areas were "along railways and highways, rural villages 
and towns, military regiment production-construction 
farms,... factories and mines, areas around oil fields, 
rural trade fairs, farmers' markets, border ports and 
rural areas where social order is in chaos." He urged 
party committees and local governments to give 
attention to this issue. (16 Aug) 

8 Aug: Public security problems have become a major 
factor affecting regional stability, Urumqi TV reported. 
Noting the recent conference [see item above dated 3 
Aug], it reported its decision "to deal a heavy blow to 
various serious crimes, as well as various acts of 
sabotage by a very small number of national splittists." 
(16 Aug) 

8 Aug: Xinjiang needed good ideological work, properly 
concerned personnel and proper control measures to 
ensure stability, Urumqi TV reported. Building up grass 
roots party organisations, village committees and 
committees on politics and law were necessary. A few 
stern campaigns to crack down on crime should be 
organised. (16 Aug) 

Inner Mongolia - Crime/Women 

6 June: Inner Mongolia is one of the main provinces "in 
terms of the inflow of abducted women", Inner 
Mongolia Daily asserted. The number of women is still 
on the rise, it claimed. Most of these women come 
from poor, over-populated areas and are lured by "the 
bait of job, business and trip offers". They end up in 
economically backward areas with a predominance of 
men. Normal marriage is expensive in these areas, so 
buying a woman from a smuggler is far cheaper. It is a 
difficult problem to solve since many people sympathise 
with the men, and the women's situation is confused 
by the fact that some came in voluntarily and some 
escaped from the smugglers. The newspaper advocates 
more education, persuasion and punishment for the 
offenders. (23 June) 

26 June: Public Security officials organised a big 
campaign against drugs, seizing heroin, opium and 
others and arresting large numbers of drug dealers, 
Inner Mongolia Daily reported. (16 July) 

27 June: Courts in the region have "waged a special 
struggle against the criminal activities of abducting and 
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trading in people and have strictly punished in a timely 
manner a group of criminals guilty of abducting and 
trading in women and children", the Inner Mongolia 
Daily reported. Two were sentenced to death and one 
already executed. (16 July) 

16 July: The Hohhot Intermediate Court held an open 
trial today, during which 20 convicts involved in five 
cases of robbery, murder and rape were sentenced, the 
Inner Mongolia Daily reported on 17 July. Seven were 
sentenced to death, and executed on the same day. Of 
the remaining 13, some got life imprisonment, some a 


death sentence suspended for two years, and some 
other terms in prison. The vice-governor, Yun Bulong, 
attended the trial and made a speech. (6 Aug) 

6 July: Public security offices have cracked down on 
fleeing criminals, escaped labour-reform and labour-re¬ 
education prisoners and "escaped persons kept in 
detention houses or reformatories". Inner Mongolia 
Daily reported. They checked on escapees and those 
who had been released or exempted from prison "to see 
whether they had committed new 


Policy 


Signs of Disloyalty Amongst Officials; 
Call for Crackdown 

TIN News Update / 23 July, 1994b (5th July updated) 

There are increasing signs of disaffection amongst 
Tibetan officials, according to a number of speeches by 
top politicians in Tibet. 

Since April officials have repeatedly stated that 
nationalism is on the increase in Tibet, particularly in 
the countryside, and there has been a wave of calls for 
an intense crackdown on the pro-independence 
movement 

The strongest statements have been made by deputy 
secretary Raidi, who was quoted on 11th July by 
China's national TV news as declaring that "the broad 
masses of grass-roots cadres" in Tibet "have stood firm 
in a sharp and complicated struggle against 
separatism." 

The statement implied that the loyalty of some Tibetan 
cadres is in doubt, an unusual concession for the Party 
to make. It echoes a call by the Tibet Party Secretary 
on 18 April for Party cadres to "resolutely crack down 
on the speeches and activities that disrupt unity among 
the nationalities," believed to be the first hint since 
October 1991 of official disloyalty in Tibet. 

The annual work report issued by the Government of 
the Tibet Autonomous Region, published in Tibet on 6th 
June and translated by the BBC Monitoring Service on 
1st July, said that "some cadres are weak, unmotivated 
and incapable of boldly leading the masses to fight 
against separatism." It called for the promotion of new 
leaders "who dare to adopt a clear-cut stand against 
separatism." 

On 24th May Tibet Daily, the official paper of the Tibet 
branch of the Communist Party, published a long article 
by Raidi, a Deputy Party Secretary and the highest 
ranking Tibetan in the Tibet administration, which 
identified three reasons for the failure of some officials 
to fight "splittism", a Chinese term for the pro¬ 
independence movement. 

One category of cadres was ineffective, Raidi said, 
because calls to launch anti-splittist campaigns were so 


frequent that these officials wrongly imagined that the 
threats of splittism had been exaggerated. 

Another category of cadres, he said, were so keen on 
economic growth that they "even showed disgust at 
and turned a deaf ear to the talk about launching anti- 
splittist struggle and stabilising the situation." These 
cadres wrongly believed that "stability and unity will 
naturally be achieved once the economy is developed." 

The third category of cadres had "made concessions 
and become weak in the anti-splittist struggle" because 
they had sympathies with the splittists, who "use 
religion to conduct infiltration". Raidi said that "vigorous 
efforts" had to be made "to solve the problem existing 
within the contingents of cadres, staff and workers so 
as to ensure their purity." 

The targetting of religious sympathies signals a 
crackdown on Buddhist belief among Tibetans who are 
members of the Communist Party. Early signs of the 
crack-down include instructions to government 
employees, issued in the second week of June, to 
remove photographs of the Dalai Lama from official 
vehicles, according to unofficial sources in Lhasa. 

Party members are reported to have been reminded at 
party meetings on 28-29th May that they are forbidden 
to believe in religion or to have religious shrines in their 
homes. 

Tibetans who are not Party members are allowed to 
have pictures of the Dalai Lama, which are regarded as 
religious objects, as long as they do not show the 
forbidden Tibetan flag, but foreigners are not allowed to 
hand the pictures out. 

Spread to the countryside 

The reasons for the new crackdown are unclear, but 
most official speeches say that pro-independence 
activity has increased. The Governor of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region, Gyaltsen Norbu, in the annual 
Government work report accused the "Dalai Lama 
clique" of "intensifying political, ideological and religious 
infiltration." 
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At the concluding address of the annual session of the 
annual regional Congress on 24th May Raidi, Chairman 
of the Congress, noted that "many unstable factors still 
exist" in the Tibet Autonomous Region. "Domestic and 
foreign splittist elements have ganged up with 
international hostile forces [and] they are intensifying, in 
every possible way, their splittist and sabotaging 
activities," he told the Congress. 

The official reports say that the pro-independence 
movement is "still the principal factor affecting our 
regions' stability" and state that protest is spreading 
both to the countryside and to younger generations. 
"They are extending their feelers to farming and 
pastoral areas and are using every means to compete 
with us in winning over the next generation," said the 
Government's annual work report, published on 6th 
June. 

Officials later made a half-hearted attempt to reverse 
the impression that pro-independence activity had 
increased. The TAR Party Secretary, Chen Kuiyuan, 
announced on 21st June that people abroad "had 
spread lies about turbulence and disturbances occurring 
in Tibet," and insisted that these had not taken place. 
But he went on to say that the situation was only 
"relatively peaceful" and that "high vigilance" was 
necessary. 

The pro-independence movement is now seen as having 
"changed its tactics by attempting to exploit "hot" 
social topics to create new disturbances and troubles," 
a reference to the increasing political concern with 
which the Chinese authorities view popular unrest over 
price rises and tax increases. 

The implications of the new ruling became evident on 
27th May when up to 200 Tibetan shopkeepers 
protested in Lhasa on 27th May against tax increases. 
Police beat up some of the demonstrators and detained 
others because Party officials defined the incident, 
which in earlier years would have led to negotiations 
with local officials, as a separatist protest. 

Raidi emphasised with exceptional vigour the need to 
fight the pro-independence movement. "We must 
thoroughly launch anti-splittist struggles; must sternly 
crack down on various splittist activities; and must 
make vigorous efforts to safeguard the motherland's 
unification," he told the Congress, regarded officially as 
Tibet's parliament. 

"We should use the power of the people's democratic 
dictatorship to strike resolutely at separatist activities," 
said a commentary on Lhasa Radio on the same day. 
The annual work report called for the Government to 
have "resolute policies" and deal "telling blows". 
"Never should we become tender-hearted," it said. 

Tenzin Re-appears 

A leading Tibetan cadre who had not been spotted in 
Chinese newspaper reports for several weeks has re¬ 
appeared (see TIN News Update, 15 July, 1994). 

He re-emerged in the official Tibet media on 8th July, 
nearly 8 weeks after he was last cited in a Tibetan 
newspaper. His return to the media was marked by a 


speech he gave on behalf of the TAR Party Committee 
to a conference in Lhasa of propaganda chiefs running 
areas inhabited by non-Chinese nationalities. 

Tenzin said that propaganda work in the coming year 
would focus on the need to carry out "sweeping reform 
and accelerate the establishment of a socialist market 
economic system," according to a Tibet TV broadcast 
on 8th July, published by the BBC Monitoring Service 
on 20th July. He reminded his colleagues that "we 
must always treat the fight against splittism and the 
stabilising of the situation as important matters" and 
called on officials not to "lower their guard" against the 
splittists. 

Tenzin, former deputy editor of the Tibet Daily and head 
of propaganda, was abroad from mid-May to 13th June 
as leader of a dance troupe that was sent to Austria 
and Sweden in order "to demonstrate to the world that 
the magnificent Tibetan culture is fully protected and 
flourishing in the vast territory of the motherland, 
exposing with facts the rumours spread by splittist 
forces abroad," according to a "victory meeting" 
described by Tibet TV on 18th June. 

Background: Ideology Struggle 

The launching of the new campaign against the pro¬ 
independence movement reflects a fight behind the 
scenes which is visible only through an obscure 
ideological controversy over the "dialectical relations 
among stability, development and reform". After the 
1989 pro-democracy movement China placed emphasis 
on "stability", a code word for the crushing of dissent, 
but since Deng Xiaoping's "spring tide" campaign of 
1992 the priority has been on reform, a term referring 
to the rapid implementation of market-type economic 
reforms throughout China and Tibet. 

In the last two months, however, top Party officials in 
Tibet have been sent out to announce that in Tibet the 
official position is to "grasp both links at the same 
time", which means treating stability and reform as 
equally important. In practice this means returning to 
the days of 1989 and 1990 when the main political 
priority in Tibet was crushing political opposition. 

The May Congress also confirmed the new importance 
attached by the Party to the suppression of dissent in 
Tibet. "Stability is the prerequisite, reform is the driving 
force and development is the foundation," Raidi told the 
Congress, in effect giving priority to the fight against 
dissent. "The anti-splittist situation we are now facing 
is still a severe one," he said later. 

Reform has been considered a priority in Tibet since 
1990, when China's Party Secretary Jiang Zemin, 
during a visit to Lhasa, made it clear that in general 
stability had been achieved and that economic reform 
should be moved to the top of the agenda. 

An unsigned editorial commentary on the annual 
congress session broadcast on Lhasa Radio on the same 
day described reform as "the top priority of the overall 
situation" but devoted at least as much space to telling 
listeners that it was "imperative to launch an in-depth 
struggle against separatism". 
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The task of announcing that the anti-splittist campaign 
is to be reinstated as a top political priority has been 
entrusted in public almost entirely to Tibetans like Raidi, 
while their Chinese superiors have remained in the 
background. 

Chinese Media on Third Tibet Work 
Forum 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of the Third National 
Forum on Work in Tibet and on economic policy. 

28 June: Beijing sent two working groups to study 
Tibet’s economy last May, China News Agency 
reported from Hong Kong. One purpose was to verify 
the feasibility of investing 6bn yuan in over 100 
projects, another was to study further economic reform 
and expansion of opening-up in Tibet. The upshot was a 
decision to hold a third Tibet work conference this 
coming autumn, called "a new start" by the agency. 

New measures for reform and opening-up, plus 
increasing foreign trade and absorbing more foreign 
capital, will be put forward at the meeting. 

"Foreign friends do not understand the preferential 
policies in Tibet", Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu said. 
"Foreign businessmen who invest in Tibet are able to 
make profits". He welcomed foreign businessmen, 
especially businessmen from Hong Kong, Macao and 
Taiwan, to invest in, develop co-operation with, and 
make tours in, Tibet. 

Previous work conferences in 1980 and 1984 
"readjusted" some policies for Tibet. These included 
”protect[ing] the freedom of religious belief", restoring 
damaged temples, allocating more funds to Tibet, 
allocating land to households, establishing ties with 
China proper, introducing capital and technology from 
abroad, and "lifting all restrictions on child-bearing". 

26 July: The party central committee and state council 
held the "Third Forum on Tibet" in Beijing 20-23 July, 
Xinhua reported on 26 July. It was attended by 
President Jiang Zemin, who also holds the top posts in 
party and army, Li Peng, the prime minister, Li Ruihuan, 
politbureau standing committee member. All three made 
speeches on the Tibet development policy. [This 
appears to have been a key meeting.] 

Other luminaries included Qiao Shi [head of security], 
Zhu Rongji [in charge of economics], Liu Huaqing [chief 
of staff], Hu Jintao (ex-Tibet party leader and now 
politbureau standing committee member) and officials 
from Tibet local government and from central 
government departments, the PLA and the PAP. 
Participants totalled 190. 

Jiang Zemin noted that previous forums on Tibet had 
been convened by the party. This, the third, should 
encourage all to deepen reform and open up wider. 
"To...strengthen unity between Tibetans and Han and 
other nationalities is of great importance in enhancing 
the unity of the Chinese nation". 

Emphasis should be on agriculture, animal husbandry, 
transport, energy and infrastructure, he added. Special 
attention should be paid to education, science, culture 


and so forth. "It is also necessary to absorb the fine 
cultures of other nationalities", he said. 

Jiang noted that stability was a prerequisite; "The 
differences between us and the Dalai clique are...a 
question of safeguarding the unity of the motherland". 

"We must attach great importance to nationality and 
religious issues, and ...support nationality and religious 
work", he continued. 

With development, "exchanges and co-operation - both 
among Tibetans and with Han and other nationalities - 
will certainly grow". 

"Lamaism being the popular religion", he said, "We 
should...protect legitimate religious activities..and 
improve the administration of monasteries... As for 
monks, we should step up ideological and political 
education as well". 

"We should build well the primary party 
organisations...At present there are 60,000 cadres in 
Tibet and more than 70% of them are of Tibetan 
nationality...Outstanding ones among them should be 
promoted to leading posts at various levels". 

He added: "At the same time, it is still necessary to 
continue to select and assign some cadres of the Han 
and other ethnic groups to work in Tibet". 

Significantly, he urged the whole country to support 
Tibet, to "meet challenges, deepen reform, open up 
wider ...and pay close attention to...development and 
stability". 

"To strengthen the unity between Tibetans and Hans 
and other nationalities is of great importance in 
enhancing the unity of the Chinese nation", he said. 

The central committee policies should be integrated 
with Tibet's specific conditions, he added. 

All provinces and regions should do a good job of 
supporting Tibet in manpower, funds, technology and 
material resources; it is necessary first to build well the 
62 construction projects decided on by the central 
authorities. 

Li Peng gave "an important speech": "We must 
expedite Tibet's development and we are fully able to 
speed Tibet's development", he said. Economic 
objectives would be to achieve growth of 10% annually 
and nearly double the 1993 GNP. "Central departments 
and all provinces, municipalities and autonomous 
regions will assist Tibet's construction on a long-term 
basis". However, though he claimed that the meeting 
had "initially finalised" the aid-Tibet projects, much 
work remained on allotting capital, launching and 
completing them. 

Li Ruihuan noted that the meeting had "historical 
significance" and would have "important and far- 
reaching influence". 

At the end of the meeting, Chen Kuiyuan, TAR party 
leader, Raidi, deputy leader, and Gyaincain Norbu, 
chairman of the TAR government, gave briefings. The 
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meeting had agreed to implement 62 assist-Tibet 
projects in a variety of sectors including energy, 
transport, communications, agriculture, and animal 
husbandry. The total investment will be yuan 2.38 bn. 
Thirty projects worth yuan 1.8 bn will be undertaken by 
the central government and the remaining 32 - yuan 
578 m - by other local governments. (28 July) 

27 July: Over 80 representatives from Tibet who had 
attended the third national conference on Tibet 
convened by party and government leaders, returned to 
Lhasa today, Lhasa TV reported. "This conference was 
a complete success", said the TV report. The central 
committee and state council, plus provinces and 
municipalities around China, have "shown great concern 
and support" for Tibet. 

Now, asked the reporter, what should Tibet do? party 
and government leaders and all peoples must come up 
with "actual deeds" in response to the concern of 
Chinese leaders. 

Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR, was 
interviewed and spoke as follows: the party has 
formulated "principles, policies and a number of 
measures to accelerate Tibet's development", he said. 
"Therefore...the CCP is a great party pursuing a glorious 
and correct line". 

Then, he said, "I have further felt the warmth of the big 
family of China where many nationalities live". 

"Third", he said "our motherland is lovable...We should 
well build Tibet and repay the kindness of the CCP 
Central Committee, State Council and Military 
Commission with actual deeds". (29 July) 

27 July: Raidi, Gyaincain Norbu and Danzim, leaders of 
the TAR party and government, were interviewed on 
their return from Beijing, Lhasa radio reported. Norbu 
said the meeting represented "a new phase", while 
Danzim stated that "the hearts of the party central 
committee and the people in Tibet are linked to each 
other". (29 July) 

1 Aug: The TAR party committee held a meeting to 
transmit Third Forum guidelines, Tibet Daily said on 2 
August. Present were Tibet leaders Raidi, Gyaincain 
Norbu, Basang [Passang], Danzim [Tenzin], Yang 
Chuangtang, Chen Hanchang, Lieque [Lechog?], Buqung 
[Buchung] and Lu Huimin, plus medium-level party 
officials and PAP officers. Raidi, the main speaker, 
outlined the "great importance" attached by Beijing 
leaders to the month-long meeting (20 July-23 August). 
Jiang Zemin, party general secretary, Li Peng, premier, 
and Li Ruihuan, chairman of the CCPCC, attended the 
preparatory meeting. Raidi stressed that the forum was 
held "under the kind concern and direct leadership of 
the party central committee and state council. All seven 
members of the ruling Politbureau Standing Committee 
attended the opening ceremony. 

The development and security of Tibet has clearly 
become a top priority for the Beijing leadership. Raidi 
noted that the Politbureau Standing Committee 
"repeatedly" held meetings to study the Tibet situation 
and sent its own high-level team to Tibet to investigate. 
Most of China's top leaders were involved, including 


Jiang, who "repeatedly" discussed it with the Tibet 
leaders, Li Peng, who was given a report on 
preparations before his summer foreign trip, and Hu 
Jintao, who chaired a meeting to draft the forum 
documents. Vice-premier Zhu Rongzhi and Hu also held 
a meeting with the officials preparing the forum. 

Tibet officials also did much preparatory work, Raidi 
said. Chen Kuiyuan, TAR party leader, supervised the 
drafting of the Outlines for Reporting Work in Tibet in 
August 1993. Yang Chuangtang, member of the TAR 
party standing committee and executive vice-chairman 
of the TAR government, led a delegation to Beijing in 
May. 

Attending the Third Forum were 190 top officials of 
party and government, including Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, 

Qiao Shi, Li Ruihuan, Zhu Rongji, Liu Huaqing, Hu 
Jintao, Ding Guangen, Li Lanqing, Wei Jianxing, Wen 
Jiabao, Ren Jianxin, Paghalha Geleg Namgyai, Luo Gan, 
Wang Zhaoguo and Ngapoi Ngawang Jigme. "Leading 
comrades" from the PLA and the PAP attended, plus 
officials from other provinces. 

The substance of the forum, Raidi said, covered all 
aspects of Tibet's economic and social development as 
well as political stability. Jiang Zemin, Li Peng and Li 
Ruihuan made important speeches. The forum 
discussed a document drawn up by the party and state 
council, described as an "opinion on accelerating 
economic development and maintaining social stability". 

Raidi summarised the forum's guidelines as follows: 
"Sum up basic experiences and seek unity of thinking"; 
"Expedite economic development and promote social 
progress"; "Deepen reform and link up systems"; 
"Maintain the motherland's unity and oppose 
separatism"; "Do a good job in nationality affairs and 
religious work, strengthen the united front"; 
"Strengthen self-construction and increase the party’s 
fighting power"; "The central authorities show concern 
for Tibet and the entire nation assists Tibet". 

"It is very unusual", said Raidi, "For the party central 
committee and the state council to show such great 
determination, make so much effort, and allocate such 
a large volume of financial and material resources to 
support Tibet's construction ... localities and 
departments readily accepted their task of supporting 
Tibet, and their representatives pledged one after 
another to carry out the task at the Forum." 

Jiang Zemin pointed out in his speech that supporting 
Tibet is "the consistent policy of the party and the 
state,...also a common responsibility of people of all 
nationalities." Li Peng noted that all should support 
construction in Tibet on a long-term basis. Li Ruihuan 
also stressed the long-term factor, and called the forum 
"a new starting point". 

There was also discussion of "the struggle against 
separatism". 

Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu also stressed three points 
on implementing the forum's guidelines: 1. the 
importance at a national level of the forum; 2. the need 
to organise study in Tibet of the guidelines (while 
avoiding "the practice of making empty promises 
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without taking any action; the phenomenon - one 
becomes excited and very enthusiastic at the mention 
of individual interests but remains silent at the mention 
of development and stability; and the bad practice of 
muddling along when one discovers that the matter 
does not concern oneself"); and 3. leading comrades 
should personally see to the distribution and study of 
the guidelines. (22 Aug) 

31 July: Fujian province showed enthusiasm over the 
Third Tibet Forum, Tibet Daily reported. According to 
the paper, public opinion in Fujian praised the party and 
government for its efforts to develop Tibet and stressed 
that Tibet was an "inalienable" part of China's territory. 
[Note: This early comment from another province was 
presumably spurred by Fujian's awareness of Taiwan. 
Among attendees at the Forum was Wang Zhaoguo, 
former party leader of Fujian and now director of the 
Central Office of Taiwan Affairs - TIN]. (22 Aug) 

21 Aug: The Third Forum has provided a powerful 
ideological weapon to oppose splittism, Lhasa Radio 
said. The radio stressed the need for unity, saying that 
splitting would bring "catastrophe" and "miseries". (24 
Aug) 

30 July: The TAR party committee propaganda 
department met journalists to publicise the guidelines of 
the Third Forum on Work in Tibet, Lhasa TV reported. 
Those present included Du Tai, deputy director of the 
propaganda department, Danzim [Tenzin], deputy 
secretary of the TAR party committee; Chen Hanchang, 
TAR party standing committee member and director of 
the propaganda department. Danzim noted that the 
guidelines, of which the main themes are development 
and stability, contain "new elements", and that "the 
central authorities set great store by work in Tibet and 
the entire country is supporting Tibet". (15 Aug) 

1 Aug: The TAR committee of the CPPCC held a forum 
this afternoon "to study the guidelines of the third Tibet 
work forum", Lhasa Radio reported on 4 August. 
Present were vice-chairmen Jangzhong Zhaxi Doje 
[Tashi Dorje], Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub [Sonam 
Lhundrup], Jimzhong Gyaincain Puncog [Gyaltsen 
Phuntsog], Lhalu Cewang Doje [Tsewang Dorje], 
Gonbasar Tubdanjigzha [Tubten Jigdrag], Qaba Gaisang 
Wangdui [Chapa Kelsang Wangdu], Duojizha 
Renzengquinmo Jiangbai Luosang [Rinzin Chenmo 
Jamphel Lobsang] and Xu Hongsen, plus some other 
members. Speakers enthused about the work forum, 
noting particularly that the new policies were in keeping 
with Tibet's situation, praising Beijing's reiteration of its 
position on the Dalai Lama's return. They 

particularly welcomed as "an absolute truth" the "two 
inseparablenesses", that the Flan nationality is 
inseparable from the minority nationalities and vice 
versa. (11 Aug) 

3 Aug: The TAR party committee today called a 
meeting with "patriotic" non-party figures in Tibet to 
inform them about the Third Tibet Work Conference and 
to canvass their opinions, Xinhua reported on 4 August. 

Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR party 
committee, referred to it as an "extremely important 
conference", noting that it was held by the Central 
Committee and State Council to study Tibet work 
"under a new historical situation". During the 


conference, major policy decisions were made to 
formulate new and special policies to accelerate 
development and maintain stability, he said. The 

meeting relayed speeches by Chinese leaders Jiang 
Zemin, Li Peng and Li Ruihuan at the third Tibet work 
conference. (11 Aug) 

5 Aug: The Third Discussion Meeting on Work in Tibet 
pointed out that its guidelines should be applied in the 
light of reality in Tibet, Lhasa TV commented. (11 Aug) 

6 Aug: The Third Forum on Work in Tibet "marks a new 
beginning of work in Tibet", an editorial in Tibet Daily 
and broadcast by Lhasa Radio on 6 August declared. 
Tibet's economy is to grow at about 10%, 
"considerably" higher than the 6% average reached 
1981-93, and higher than the national target of 8-9%. 
Based on 1993 statistics, regional GNP will double by 
the year 2000, the TAR will become "basically" self- 
sufficient in grain and the majority of people will "lead a 
comparatively well-off life", the editorial predicted. 
"Based on the need to...strengthen China's national 
coherence, the central authorities have formulated the 
policy that the whole nation should support Tibet," the 
paper continued. "Guided by Comrade Deng Xiaoping's 
theory of building socialism with Chinese 
characteristics... we should launch various projects 
around the principle characterised by one centre, two 
major projects and three ensures to make sure that the 
party's major policies are implemented in Tibet". (11 
Aug) 

5 Aug: Pagbalha Geleg Namgyai spoke to the TAR 
CPPCC about the Third Forum, Tibet Daily reported on 6 
August. Fie urged his hearers to study and grasp the 
forum's guidelines, to "hold high the great banner of 
patriotism, safeguard the motherland's unification, 
oppose separatism and ensure Tibet's stability", and to 
help the TAR party committee spread information about 
the Third Forum. Flis speech focussed mainly on the 
issue of separatism. (30 Aug) 

1 Aug: Li Tieying, politbureau member and state 
councillor visiting Tibet, spent a day touring Nagqu 
[Nagchu] and Damxung [Damshung] in northern Tibet, 
Lhasa Radio reported. In his speech at Nagqu he 
stressed the Third Forum on Tibet, urging the people to 
accelerate development and maintain stability. (22 Aug) 

14 Aug: Li Tieying and TAR leaders toured Drepung 
monastery. Yixi Tangdui, [Yeshe Dradul?] chairman of 
the temple's Nationalities Affairs Committee, welcomed 
Li and thanked the Chinese party and government, 
which gave 500,000 yuan to renovate the monastery, 
for improving their living conditions. Li asked Yixi 
Tangdui to relay to all the lamas the guidelines of the 
Third Forum. (22 Aug) 

14 Aug: Li Tieying attended a meeting at which 
Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu spoke on relaying the 
guidelines of the Third Forum, Lhasa TV reported on 15 
August. Norbu noted that Tibet's stability related to the 
state's stability and that the new preferential policies 
and the "measures for the struggle against splittism" 
had given Tibet a new prospect. Li Tieying noted that 
"the road to ruin awaits whoever wants to pursue 
Tibetan independence or disguised independence... we 
should strengthen patriotic, socialist and scientific 
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education for the vast number of masses, including 
religious circles". (22 Aug) 

18 Aug: The Tibetan people, "who have suffered all 
sorts of turmoil", understand that only by maintaining a 
stable situation can Tibet smoothly carry out reform, 
party leader Jiang Zemin noted at the Third Forum, 
Lhasa TV reported. Tibet's security is a concern of the 
whole country, he added, saying that "some unstable 
factors remain, particularly in the endless plots of 
splittists at home and abroad to separate Tibet from the 
big family of the motherland". The Third Forum 
concluded that "Our differences with the Dalai clique 
are not a matter of religious belief or a matter of 
autonomy; they are a matter of safeguarding the 
motherland's unification and fighting splittism". (22 
Aug) 

11 Aug: The Third Forum on Tibet Work, convened by 
the central committee and the state council, has further 
defined policy for anti-splittist struggle, Lhasa TV 
declared. From the "anti-revolutionary rebellion in 
1959" up to the present, "we can clearly see that the 
activities of splittist forces at home and abroad to 
separate Tibet from China have never ceased", it 
continued. "Struggles to safeguard the motherland's re¬ 
unification surely will not stop, because history and 
reality have shown us that splitting means national 
disaster." It added: "in particular, toleration of splittism 
means toleration for the overthrow of the CCP." (13 
Aug) 

13 Aug: The TAR was stepping up work on the 62 
projects adopted by the Third Forum, Xinhua reported. 
Forty early-stage projects are already complete. Total 
investment in the 62 projects was 2.38 bn yuan, of 
which the central authorities and ministries had 
provided over 75%. Provinces and cities across China 
had provided the rest, 578 min yuan. Forty-two were 
construction projects, absorbing nearly three quarters of 
the investment. When completed, all these should 
relieve Tibet's "economic bottleneck", Xinhua said. (22 
Aug) 

Economic Policy - Economic Restructuring 

12 June: Lateral exchanges with inland provinces have 
helped Tibet develop its market economy, Xinhua 
reported. Between 1985 and 1993, over 600 economic 
and technical co-operation projects were agreed. These 
involved around 700 min yuan in funds, the transfer of 
nearly 2,000 skilled workers to Tibet and import of 
materials worth over 500 min yuan. These so far have 
made annual profits of 70 min yuan. Tibet has imported 
equipment, technology and management know-how to 
upgrade existing enterprises. In the same years the TAR 
approved over 100 technical co-operation projects, of 
which over 50 have been implemented. Barter of 
materials in connection with economic co-operation has 
brought in steel products, automobiles, colour TVs, 
cigarettes, brown sugar, tea and butter into Tibet. (22 
June) 

17 June: Tibet is rationalising its economic set-up, 
Xinhua reported. The regional government has classified 
Tibet into central, north, east and west areas, according 
to their economic structures. The 18 counties in the 
centre have been designated the "bread-basket" of the 


TAR. "A comprehensive agricultural development 
programme is now being initiated in the areas, with 2 
bn yuan from the central government. The project has 
already produced an extra 10 min kg of grain, over 1 
min kg of vegetables and another 1.6 min kg of meat", 
Xinhua reported. The centre also is home to a group of 
manufacturing and processing enterprises as energy and 
communications facilities have greatly improved. This 
has made it a "major production centre" of commodity 
grain, vegetables and foodstuffs, textiles and light 
industry. The northern area will focus on animal 
husbandry. About 60 min yuan has been invested in 
Nagqu [Nagchu] alone to build livestock facilities and 
shelters for herdsmen to settle in. "The move has added 
an average 250 yuan per capita annually for local 
herdsmen", Xinhua claims. In Nyingchi [Nyingtri 

(Kongpo)] and Qamdo [Chamdo] (to the east) forestry 
products will be emphasised. In the west and 
south, the economy is to be export-oriented, as the area 
shares 3,800 km of borders with neighbouring 
countries, Xinhua said. (22 June) 

21 June: Chen Kuiyuan, party leader of the TAR, 
"recently" inspected the Lhasa City Rug Factory and 
Doilungden [Toelung Dechen] county. In an interview 
given on Lhasa TV, he noted that this year was a 
crucial one for reform, that Tibet could not compete 
with the rest of the country, but that reform gave an 
opportunity to accelerate development. "We should 
transform the economic structure, especially the 
financial structure, the pricing structure and the 
planning structure...we must first catch up with the rest 
of the country in reform," he urged. (25 June) 

Economic Policy - Infrastructure 

22 June: Tibet has started eight major construction 
projects in three river valleys (the Yarlung Zangbo, 
Lhasa and Nyangqu) as part of efforts to boost 
economic development in the TAR, Xinhua said. "With 
an investment of 222.8 min yuan so far, these projects, 
to be completed in two to three years, are mainly small 
and medium-sized ones in agriculture, water 
conservancy, forestry and technology-related industries 
needing relatively small investment but promising quick 
returns," the agency commented. The key projects 
under way are two bridges, two reservoirs, two power 
stations and two power transmission lines. A local 
official said Tibet plans to start a total of 58 
construction projects with an annual investment of 
167.5 min yuan this year as part of the three-rivers 
comprehensive development programme, it reported. 
According to him, the central and regional governments 
will invest 2.1 bn yuan in the ten-year programme, 
which is expected to boost the total industrial and 
agricultural output value of the valleys from 840 min 
yuan in 1990 to 1.724 bn yuan in the year 2000, 
Xinhua concluded. (23 June) 

Economic Policy - General Development 

11 Aug: An interview on economy and development 
plans for Tibet with Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the 
TAR government was published in the Beijing journal 
Qiushi. He said: the 1993 GNP had expanded 8.1% 
over 1992; average income was now 521 yuan; the 
gap between Tibet and other areas was due to late 
development, the struggle against separatism, the 
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"natural and enclosed" economy and outdated ideas. He 
outlined efforts made to close the gap, the "three 
steps" to lift GNP, starting in the Lhasa area (the 
"central economic zone") and working outwards, and 
the promotion of reform of state enterprises together 
with exploitation of natural resources. To make a 
breakthrough, foreign investment was badly needed and 
Tibet should go out and look for it. Preferential policies 
had been set up to encourage it. In the long term, 
profits would be good. Agriculture and animal 
husbandry were the foundation of Tibet's economy, but 
they remained at a comparatively low level. In the 
central economic zone, Tibet planned to spend 1 bn 
yuan over the next ten years on development to turn it 
into a base for cash-crop grain, livestock, vegetables 
and non-staples and light industry. Agricultural incomes 
should be increased. Investment should be stepped up 
in infrastructure. Township enterprises, which were 
few, should be developed so that by the end of the 
century they would be contributing 40% of "total social 
output". Education should improve with the planned 
bigger expenditure. The brain drain of qualified cadres 
should be stemmed and policies favourable to 
intellectuals pursued. (15 Aug) 

16 Aug: The Guangming Daily, leading paper for 
intellectuals in Beijing, reported that Tibet had 
established a development strategy. After listing the 
targets, it pointed out that the following should be 
expanded so as to attain them: 

1. Farming, herding and township enterprises; 

2. Mining, processing, forestry and geological work to 
exploit resources; 

3. Infrastructure, especially energy, transport, 
communications, posts and telecommunications; 

4. Education, science and technology, public health, 
radio and TV; 

5. Opening-up to the world. (30 Aug) 

Immigration 

4 July: "Tibet has undergone earth-shaking changes 
thanks to our party's correct nationalities views and 
Tibet's earnest implementation of the party's 
nationalities policies", a commentary in the Tibet Daily 
claimed. Citing Deng Xiaoping's article on speeding up 
development in Tibet in Volume 3 of his Selected 
Works, the paper asserted that "all nationalities share 


basic fundamental interests" and "ethnic relations are 
basically relations between workers". 

"So long as we foster correct nationalities views, we 
can clearly distinguish between right and wrong 
regarding such reactionary phrases as 'large scale 
immigration’, 'predatory development’ and 'the 
extermination of Tibetan culture’," the commentary 
said. 

The major policies announced recently will affect 
different interests. Some will interpret plans for prices, 
wages and taxes as changes in nationalities policies. 
Some will lose confidence in reform because they are 
poorly educated, the paper continued. 

Tibet cannot develop on its own. "In the area of 
manpower, we need to get large numbers of Han 
comrades into Tibet so that they can impart scientific 
and technological know-how, share their scientific 
management expertise and help Tibet train ...personnel 
to speed up its economic development," it added. 

"We should ...make good use of the region's abundant 
natural resources...in encouraging people of different 
nationalities from within and outside China, as well as 
those from within and outside Tibet" we should 
remember Deng's view that the policy should be helping 
such regions to develop. 

"The gap between Tibet and the developed region is 
growing by the day," the paper concluded. "Other than 
the natural environment, this is largely the result of 
ideological and conceptual differences". (20 July) 

Women 

23 Aug: Danzim [Tenzin] presided over meeting of the 
TAR Cultural Market Committee and the Leading Group 
for Cracking Down on Prostitution, according to Lhasa 
TV on 24 Aug. (31 Aug) 

23 Aug: The TAR standing committee of the Sixth 
People's Congress passed a set of rules for 
implementing the National Law on Protection of 
Women's Rights, Xinhua reported. Tibet [the TAR] has 
over 1 min women, more than half the total population, 
Xinhua said. (30 Aug) 


Economy 


Chinese Media on Economy 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of news on the 
economy in Tibet and other nationality areas, as monitored by 
the BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts (SWB). 

Agriculture 

24 June: Tibet is building a high-grade frozen yak 
semen centre, Xinhua reported. Livestock experts in 
Tibet say the quality of yaks has degenerated because 
of poor grassland and inbreeding. With artificial 
insemination, less grassland will be needed since many 
males can be dispensed with. They are using wild yaks 


and first generation bred yaks for semen donation to 
improve stock. China is estimated to have 13 min yaks, 
about 90% of the world's total. (25 June) 

12 Aug: The state council has decided to invest Ibn 
yuan in coming years to turn parts of the plateau area 
of Tibet into a grain-production centre, Xinhua reported 
on 14 August. This was announced at an international 
symposium on mountain agriculture, at which it was 
also noted that the plateau is rising at the rate of 5-10 
cms a year. (22 Aug) 

28 Aug: TAR is expected to reap a good harvest 
despite natural disasters, Xinhua reported. Last winter, 
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Ngari prefecture was hit by heavy snow after a drought, 
killing 20% of the livestock. In Nagqu [Nagchu] and 
Xigaze [Shigatse] districts nearly 78% of livestock died. 
With feed transport and efforts by local farmers, 
damage was brought under control. (31 Aug) 

Communications & Transport 

15 May: Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, listed 1993 achievements in 
communications in his report to the TAR congress. The 
Gongar airport expansion project had been put into 
operation, he said. The paving of the main runway at 
Bangda [Pomda, near Chamdo] airport had been 
"basically" completed. Annual plans for improvements 
in Sichuan-Tibet, Qinghai-Tibet, China-Nepal and Ze- 
Gong highways had been fulfilled. The Zhamu [?]- 
Medog highway had been preliminarily completed, he 
noted. 

The telephone service in seven prefectures, cities and 
towns had become programme-controlled. Construction 
for 61 satellite ground-stations had been "basically" 
completed. Trial operation had begun. (15 June) 

13 June: The TAR has linked posts and 
telecommunications work with "combat-readiness", 
according to a report in the Tibet Daily on 20 June. At a 
meeting on communications which disclosed recent 
developments, the improvements were praised as 
helping as much with "combat-readiness" as with 
opening-up and development. 

Vice-Chairman Ciren Douga [Tsering Drolkar] noted in a 
speech that Tibet was "the motherland's south-west 
screen" with more than 4,000 km of frontier, and 
moreover was a special region of minority nationalities 
where the "Dalai clique has not ceased its splittist 
activities for even one day" and "The anti-split struggle 
is complex and very arduous". She was supported by 
Colonel Zhang Qingpeng, from the Communications 
Combat-Readiness Office of the Chengdu Military 
Region. (9 July) 

1 July: An air service from Chongqing to Lhasa was 
inaugurated on 1 July, Xinhua reported. Flights will take 
off from Chongqing every Tuesday and Friday. (W 13 
July) 

21 Aug: A 16-member team left Kathmandu for Lhasa 
to make necessary preparations for early operation of 
direct road transport between Kathmandu and Lhasa, 
Xinhua reported. This is in accordance with a traffic 
agreement signed by the two countries last May. (23 
Aug) 

Economic Policy - Agriculture 

15 May: Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, stressed reform as the guiding principle in 
farming and pastoral areas. He was speaking at the 
TAR people’s congress, Lhasa Radio reported on 20 
May (see also below). The policy of allowing farmers to 
cultivate land independently and owning domestic 
animals would continue for a long time to come, he 
said. Land acreage would not grow or shrink according 
to the number of people working on it, he said. The 
TAR would implement a licensing system for using 


grassland and clearly define grassland rights. It would 
"gradually institute a system of transferring on a 
voluntary basis the right to use land in return for 
payments without changing the ownership or 
designated uses of land". Investment would be 
increased. Crop structure would be revamped "in 

accordance with market demand", he said, while 
insuring steady increases in grain output. This would 
relate especially to the Yarlung Zangbo [Tsangpo]- 
Lhasa-Nyang Qu [Nyang Chu] valley and the Nyang He 
valley. "We will gradually switch to a three-crop 
structure based on grain, cash and feed crops. We will 
make active efforts to develop animal husbandry..." "In 
developing village and town enterprises we should 
proceed from local conditions... and concentrate such 
enterprises in cities and towns where... economies are 
fairly brisk..." "With the marketing of newly-harvested 
grain this year, we will increase the procurement prices 
of wheat and rapeseeds..." All administrative levels 
"should establish risk control funds for agriculture and 
animal husbandry and ensure the sustained 

development of these two sectors". The TAR will 
"actively aid the poor through development". 
"Investments will generally be allocated to competitive, 
infrastructure and public welfare construction projects," 
Norbu said. Investment should be carried out "in the 
market" and managed by enterprises themselves. The 
regional budget for fixed assets this year had gone up 
by 50 min yuan over 1993. Priority should go to key 
projects, especially the Yanghuchalong [?] power 
station, the Qinghai-Tibet, Sichuan-Tibet and China- 
Nepal highways; the repair of Bangda airport and the 
projects in the Yarlung Zangpo, Lhasa and Nyang Qu 
valleys. "We should deepen enterprise reform", he said. 
(15 June) 

13 July: The valley of the middle reaches of the Yarlung 
Zangpo [Tsangpo] is "full of hope", an article in the 
People's Daily said. Agriculture had changed, with 
traditional methods being phased out. China was 
investing Ibn yuan to develop the basin of the Yarlung 
Zangpo, Lhasa river and Nyang Qu river, which included 
the cities of Lhasa, Xigaze [Shigatse] and Shannan 
[Lhokha, ie., Tsetang], plus 18 counties. A reservoir, 
the Qiongguo, was under construction, plus irrigation 
channels and power lines. Over 10 years, 10 min yuan 
would be spent on 200 projects covering grain, animal 
byproducts, vegetables and light industry. Major 
projects included the Qiongguo and Chusong reservoirs, 
bridges over the Yarlong Zangpo in Shannan [Lhokha] 
and Xigaze [Shigatse], two power stations and two 
power transmission lines. Already investment had had 
an effect, the article said, with sturdy crops and rise in 
peasant incomes. There were new houses, tractors and 
even private cars. (1 5 Aug) 

Economic Results 

1 5 May: Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, reporting on the 
work of the government to deputies at the regional 
people's congress, gave the following results, Lhasa 
Radio announced on 17 May: 

There was steady progress in rural and pastoral regions 
as government increased inputs. Total grain output was 
620,000 metric tons, 3.3% up on 1992. "Relatively 
rapid progress" was made in village and township 
enterprises (TVEs) and diversified undertakings. Total 
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output of TVEs exceeded 100 min yuan, up 15% on 
1992. Income from diversified undertakings came to 
240 min yuan, up 18.7% on the previous year. (15 
June) 

15 May: Lhasa Radio gave further details of Norbu's 
report on 17 May. In 1993, he noted, the TAR officially 
approved 41 projects to introduce investment from 
abroad and establish "same-level" ties at home, with 
contracts involving the use of external capital of 67.1 
min yuan and $9.63 min. In addition, the TAR 

set up 129 enterprises in coastal and other provinces 
and regions. In 1993 855 new state-owned and 
collectively owned enterprises were established in Tibet 
with a total capital of 830 min yuan. Forty-six new 
private enterprises were set up, with total capital of 
7.31 min yuan. Twenty-three rural markets were built 
or renovated, and the volume of retail sales came to 1.9 
bn yuan. Local revenues reached 156 min yuan, and per 
capita income of peasants was 521 yuan. (1 5 June) 

24 May: Gyaincain Norbu, head of the government in 
Tibet, briefed meetings of representatives on 
development in Tibet and urged better and faster work 
in economic reform, Tibet Daily reported. Rounding up 
economic achievements in the first four months of 
1994, he noted that area sown to crops was up, as 
was industrial output, capital construction and 
(substantially) foreign trade. Revenue and bank deposits 
also increased. 

However, he noted serious problems: Some pastoral 
areas had suffered badly from weather; enterprises' 
production costs had risen owing to inflation; financial 
and tax situations were not promising; prices of basic 
necessities were rising fast; many people were "very 
resentful" because their lives were harsh. In response, 
reform must be steadfast, must be fully understood and 
well explained to the masses, and must be speeded up, 
he asserted. He named several areas for special 
stress: agriculture and livelihood, industry and transport, 
key project construction, and finance and tax. Worst 
was the problem of living standards, since "there are 
many people who have not yet solved the problem of 
having enough food to eat and clothing to wear". 

Besides suffering large price rises, all localities had 
some shortage of grain and some households had run 
out. People were strongly complaining, he said, about 
"unwarranted price hikes and arbitrary extraction of 
fees". These areas will be the focus of attention. The 
61 projects planned in celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the foundation of the TAR must go 
ahead. Work style, especially in family planning, must 
improve. 

Population growth in the past 10 years has resulted in a 
current total of 2.318 min people at end-93. The 
"guiding thought" for family planning stated clearly, he 
said, that "We should regard family planning as a 
fundamental plan for developing the economy and 
improving national quality... We should devote great 
efforts to improving the quality of the population so that 
Tibet's population will grow in coordination with the 
development of various economic and social services". 
(8 June) 


10 June: Pingcuo [Phuntsog], director of the TAR 
financial department, delivered a report on the final 
account for 1993 and budget for 1994, Tibet Daily 
reported. "The region’s 1993 financial situation was 
very grim", Pingcuo said. Revenue was much smaller 
and expenditure much higher than budgeted. Financial 
management was lax, extravagance and waste were 
"fairly common". 

TAR's total revenues for 1993 were 1,950.47 min 
yuan and expenditure 2,160.12 min yuan. Of revenues, 
subsidies from the central government were 1,709.46 
min yuan and regional funds 156.01 min yuan. 
However, regional revenues were above expectation 
and above the previous year's. 

Regional revenues came mainly from: industrial and 
commercial taxes, planned subsidies for loss-making 
state enterprises, energy and communications funds, 
and revenues from leasing state enterprises. 

Regional expenditures were for: capital construction, 
rural production subsidy, operating funds for industrial 
and communications departments, culture, education 
and health, social welfare, administrative expenses, and 
public security and justice departments. 

In 1994, revenue is budgeted at 1559.16 min yuan, 
most of which appears to be central government 
subsidy, and expenditure at 1588.706 min yuan. 
However, it is fairly clear that the budget is unlikely to 
balance because of waste, cost overruns, poor 
management and lack of financial training. [These 
reports and much more detail are available in SWB 16 
July] 

Energy 

16 Aug: Aerospace remote sensing has revealed that 
Tibet, Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang have previously 
unknown oil-bearing structures, Xinhua reported. The 
technology has also discovered that Tibet has 800, not 
500, lakes. (W24 Aug) 

27 June: The TAR plans to use hydroelectric power to 
quadruple its present electricity generating capacity by 
the year 2000, Xinhua reported. Tibet is rich in water 
resources, it said, with potential water energy of 200 
min kW, 30% of China's total. Fifty-six million of this is 
exploitable. 

In coming years more stress will be put on building 
hydropower stations over 10 mW of capacity, rather 
than the 405 small existing ones with capacity of only 
a few hundred kilowatts. 

One leading project is the 90 mW pumped hydroelectric 
storage station at Yamzhog Yum lake [Yamdrok Tso]. 
When completed it will raise total capacity by 50%. 
The first generating unit will go into operation by end- 
95. Solar and geothermal power will also be promoted. 
(W 6 July) 

25 Aug: Gyaincain Norbu and others held discussions 
with vice-governor of Zhejiang, Zhang Qimei, on Shezha 
hydro power station. (31 Aug) 
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Environment 

5 June: Pollution in Tibet rose enormously in 1993 
(though from a low base), a communique published in 
the Tibet Daily by the TAR bureau of urban and rural 
construction and environmental protection disclosed. 
Waste gases discharged rose by 40%, waste water by 
133%, and industrial wastes by 30% over the 1993 
figures. Noise levels also exceeded the state 
environment noise standard for urban areas. 

1. Forests and grasslands: the volume of cut timber 
(200,000 cu.m.) was lower than the TAR's total forest 
growth, but the grasslands continued to degenerate 
with decreasing grass growth and coverage area. There 
were serious problems of grass diseases and weed 
growth, as well as insect pests. 

2. Land: the farmland area was 223,800 ha. and per 
capita farmland 1.51 mu. 

3. Climate: in 1993 Tibet's climate was basically 
perennial, though droughts were severe in early 
summer. 

Policy: The rate of treatment of waste improved. 
Afforestation rose by 5.14% over 1993. Grass was 
planted on 8,000 ha of land and fencing erected for 
324,668 ha of grassland. Ten water conservancy 
projects were finished; irrigation was improved; 
hydroelectric power stations were completed, the use 
of solar stoves increased. River projects, nature 
conservation and environmental protection all made 
progress. But the bureau admitted that there was still a 
long way to go. (18 June) 

28 July: The Qinghai Tibet plateau is becoming warmer 
through global warming, Xinhua reported. "Glaciers 
appear to be shrinking, frozen land melting and 
grasslands coming under the threat of desertification, 
researchers said. More and more sand and dust are 
rising from the dried riverbeds to form sand dunes along 
the riverbanks of the Yarlung Zangpo and upper reaches 
of the Yellow river". The water levels in Lake Yamzhog 
Yumco [Yamdrok Yumtso] and Nam Co [Namtso] have 
dropped by six centimetres each year over the last 
decade, while the water level of Lake Qinghai has been 
dropping by 10.5 cms each year in the last 30 years. 
(27 Aug) 

8 Aug: The Tibet environmental protection bureau 
claimed that Tibet was one of the least-polluted regions 
in the PRC, Xinhua reported. The Chinese government 
has invested about 8bn yuan in infrastructure for 
environmental protection, and Lhasa is one of the least 
polluted cities in China, though it produces 90% of all 
waste gas and water in the TAR. 

During 1990-92, the TAR government produced a 
"sunlight plan" to utilise solar energy. Now savings 
amount to the equivalent of 3,000 tons of standard 
coal. 

In 1992 some 3,800 black-necked cranes were found 
when doing research in Tibet. It had been reported that 
there were less than 1,000 of these birds left in the 
world. The TAR set up six more nature reserves in 
1993. (13 Aug) 


Foreign/Chinese Investment 

6 June: Tibet has achieved results in setting up lateral 
ties with provinces, municipalities and regions in inland 
China, the People's Daily reported. There are now 240 
wholly-owned, joint venture or partnership enterprises in 
Tibet. In the last eight years, 600 contracts for 
economic co-ordination projects have been signed 
involving investment of 700 min yuan. Tibet has 
looked to using new techniques and developing local 
resources, the People's Daily said. The Lhasa Cement 
Plant, through a joint venture with the Sichuan Emei 
Cement plant which helped import an advanced 
production line, has raised quality to national standards 
and eliminated long-standing losses. The Lhasa 
Farm Machinery Gypsum Plant brought in new 
techniques from the Hunan Zhuzhou New Building 
Material Factory and the Zhengzhou Design Institute. 
Last year Tibet approved 41 joint venture projects. 
Tibet's outward investment since 1991 has been in 39 
projects in 18 provinces, involving 170 min yuan. 
Twenty-five of these are profitable. (22 June) 

28 Jun: Beijing sent two working groups to study 
Tibet's economy last May, China News Agency 
reported from Hong Kong. [...] The accumulated total 
investment by Beijing in the TAR is 20 bn yuan, the 
report said, last year Tibet GNP was 3.05 bn yuan, per 
capita income of herdsmen and peasants was 521 
yuan. Foreign capital totalling over $67 min was 
absorbed, the population rose to 2.2 min (90% 
Tibetan), more than twice the size it was in the 1 950s. 

It was decided in Beijing that Tibet should open itself to 
foreign countries and to south-east Asia in particular. 
The central authorities were ready to implement 
preferential policies to speed up development and to 
merge Tibet "with the international economy". 

Tibet is deepening reform in the countryside and Beijing 
has decided to invest 6 bn yuan in a "modern industrial 
foundation", 113 key science and technology projects 
of "trans-century" significance. (28 July) 

6 Aug: The Lhasa municipal government has offered 26 
programmes for economic co-operation with domestic 
and foreign partners involving a total investment of Ibn 
yuan, Xinhua reported. According to Losang Toinzhub 
[Lobsang Dondrup], mayor of Lhasa, an American group 
is planning to explore metal resources in Tibet and a 
Macao real estate corporation has signed a contract to 
invest 600 min yuan to develop the island in the Lhasa 
river for entertainment purposes. These were 
announced during the Lhasa Yogurt festival [Shoton], 
which thousands, including foreigners, attended. (13 
Aug) 

12 Aug: Lhasa signed agreements for 18 projects for 
foreign and Chinese provincial investment and co¬ 
operation involving Ibn yuan during the Lhasa Yogurt 
festival which ended today. At the markets of Norbu 
Linka [Norbulingka] and Zongjiaolukan, 3.8 min yuan 
worth of business was done. More than 2,000 invited 
guests attended, plus some 300 Chinese and overseas 
journalists. (22 Aug) 
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19 Aug: Hong Kong has become the biggest investor 
and buyer of commodities in Tibet, Xinhua reported. 
(W24 Aug) 

Foreign Trade 

15 May: Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, told delegates to the regional people's 
congress that in 1993 total trade exceeded $100 min, 
Lhasa Radio reported. On reforming the trade structure, 
he added that policies like liberalised operation, 
competition on equal terms and following the needs of a 
market economy should be followed. Foreign exchange 
practices should be reformed; policies to encourage 
exports should be formulated; certain trade enterprises 
should be granted autonomy; overall control should be 
improved. Agricultural and special products 

should be promoted; the advantages of the border 
should be exploited; links between production and trade 
enterprises should be co-ordinated. More 

businessmen should be attracted to invest in Tibet; to 
earn more foreign exchange there should be more co¬ 
operative ventures and joint production bases set up 
with inland Chinese enterprises. Tourism also should be 
promoted. (15 June) 

18 July: Trade ties between India and China were 
resumed yesterday after a gap of 32 years from Shipki 
La pass in Kinnaur district of Himachal Pradesh, All India 
Radio (AIR) reported. Fifty-one traders from India were 
issued permits to cross over to Tibet from the 1300-ft 
high Shipki La. The AIR Simla correspondent reported 
that two trading complexes, one on the Chinese side at 
Kink [?] and on the Indian side at Nanian is being 
constructed. (19 July) 

4 Aug: A Sino-Nepalese wool processing joint venture 
which went into production three years ago has 
exported 280 tons of processed wool to Nepal, India, 
Japan and Germany, earning more than $3 min, Xinhua 
reported. The World Roof Wool Processing Co Ltd was 
the first Sino-foreign joint venture in Tibet and was set 
up by the Tibet Native and Animal Product Import and 
Export Corporation and a Nepalese firm. Total 
investment in the joint venture was 3 min yuan. (W 10 
Aug) 

3 Aug: A 25-strong delegation from Macao arrived in 
Lhasa, led by Hu Shunqian, with Qu Zhizhong and Lu 
Chang as deputy leaders, Tibet Daily reported on 5 
August. They were given a high-level welcome by the 
TAR CPPCC committee members at the airport, then by 
the TAR association for cultural exchange with foreign 
countries, and by Danzim, deputy secretary of the party 
committee and Chen Hanchang, party committee 
member, at the Holiday Inn. A banquet followed at 
which TAR leaders Raidi, Basang, Danzim, Chen 
Hanchang, Puqung, Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub and 
Cedain Zhoima [Tseten Drolma] were present. (22 Aug) 

13 Aug: The Macao delegation left after touring scenic 
spots, plus Nagqu and Xigaze prefectures, Tibet Daily 
reported on 15 August. They were accompanied 
throughout their visit by Danzim and Chen Hanchang, 
and attended a signing ceremony for the Tibet-Macao 
Business Development Co. (22 Aug) 


16 Aug: A Tibetan delegation signed import and export 
deals totalling $7.8 min at the Kunming commodity fair 
in Yunnan, Xinhua reported. Wang Jiayu, head of the 
group, disclosed that Tibet plans to co-operate with 
Nepal on a trade seminar in Kathmandu in September. 
(W24 Aug) 

Industry 

5 Aug: Tibet's industrial output increased by 7.1% in 
January-June over the same period last year, Beijing 
Radio reported. "Total export and import volume" in the 
first five months reached $44.96 m, nearly 24% up on 
the same period last year. (W 10 Aug) 

Tax 

21 June: The TAR tax system has been linked up to the 
national one, the People's Daily reported. Recently the 
TAR government issued two circulars on value-added 
tax and operational tax. 

It decided that these taxes should be imposed from 1 
May. 

Early this year Tibet published a circular on 
implementing China's Provisional Regulations on the 
Income Tax of Enterprises and TAR Provisions on 
Taxation of Resources. 

According to China Taxation Daily, taxation is being 
expanded but the original preferential policies will be 
retained. Thus the general tax burden will not increase. 
"Peasants and herders in particular will not receive any 
extra burdens". 

After the reform, tax-collecting categories will be cut 
from 18 to 9. The current reform is the widest in 
Tibet’s history of taxation. Ceno (Cinuo) [Tsenor?], 
director of the Tibet Regional Taxation Bureau, said this 
was an important part of Tibet's economic 
restructuring. 

18 Aug: All provinces, municipalities and regions in 
China except Tibet have set up offices to collect local 
taxes, according to China Securities News, quoted by 
Xinhua. Under the new system, the central government 
gets regulatory tax and income tax from state 
enterprises, while local governments raise revenue 
through "levies on" income tax from collective and 
regional state enterprises, as well as administrative 
duties. Central and local government will share income 
from business and value-added tax. (22 Aug) 

Tourism 

11 Aug: There were 3,000 tourists from China and 
overseas in Tibet and almost all the hotels were full, 
Xinhua reported. This was attributed to, among other 
things, the renovation of the Potala. (13 Aug) 

29 July: [note: The figures in this item are clearly 
garbled]. The TAR received 769 foreign tourists in 
January-June this year, 130 more than in the same 
period last year, Tibet Daily reported. Among them, 
5,208 foreign tourists, or 254 more people than in Jan- 
June last year, came on trips organised by travel 
agencies and over 2,000 came by themselves. Earnings 


TIN NEWS REVIEW 8 November, 1994 Reports from Tibet, July to October 1994 


36 



were 30% up on last year, to 37 min yuan, with $4 
min in foreign exchange. This was thanks to more 
efforts in publicity. 

Qinghai - Economic Results 

22 January: The economy saw rapid, healthy and 
sustained growth in 1993, said Qinghai Daily, quoting 
Song Xiuyan, director of the provincial statistical 
bureau. "Our province achieved three breakthroughs", 
he said, "Total industrial and agricultural output value 
topped 10 bn yuan, GDP 10 bn yuan and financial 
revenue 1.1 bn yuan." The GDP figure was up 9.5% on 
1992 on comparable prices. Industrial output 
maintained high-speed growth, with an output value 
above county level of 13.4%. Development was 
marked by: investment-pulled growth; government 
industry as the main force; large and medium-sized 
enterprises playing a decisive role; exports and 
deliveries going well; and improvement in economic 
efficiency. Agriculture was consolidated. Grain and oil 
crops hit records, 1.17 min tonnes and 152,100 tonnes 
respectively. Animal husbandry dropped but less than 
expected. Construction expanded. State-owned units 
achieved fixed asset investment of 3.45 bn yuan, up 
33.8% on 1992. Transport improved. Post and telecom 
services rose 24%. Retail sales improved though rural 
markets were sluggish. Value of foreign trade rose 
19.71% over 1992; exports grew 12.5%. Foreign 
invested companies increased by 53. The provincial 
price index rose about 12.3% over 1992. Revenue rose 
by over 39% over 1992, amounting to 1.14 bn yuan. 
Savings and cash turnover for banks rose substantially. 
Peasants' and herdsmen's per capita income was 
672.33 yuan, up over 11% on 1992. Urban income 
was 1,879.68 yuan. (W 8 June) 

2 April: Qinghai regulations on import-export were 
adopted today and come into force on 1 August 1994, 
the Qinghai Daily reported. These relate mainly to 
inspection of commodities and set out procedures for 
this. (1 7 June) 

22 April: Rules to control the birth of children to the 
floating population in Qinghai were published in the 
Qinghai Daily. Effectively, they ordain that other 
government departments should liaise with birth control 
units, should provide contraceptives, supervise 
management of birth control, record births and punish 
infringements. Birth control certificates should be 
checked before household registration, labour contracts, 
business licences etc. can be issued. Employers, hotels 
and relatives or friends must report on those violating 
regulations. Concealment and cheating will be punished. 
(17 June) 

27 May: Preliminary statistics showed that in 1993 the 
province's GNP was 10.1 bn yuan, 9.5% over the 
previous year. The provincial statistics bureau revealed 
this in a communique on 1993 development, Qinghai 
Daily reported. Major economic problems outstanding, it 
added, were fairly large increases in market prices and 
low economic returns. 

Total agricultural output value was 2.7 bn yuan, up only 
0.18% over 1992. Crop farming rose slightly but 
animal husbandry fell owing to natural disasters. 


Industrial production continued its "fairly rapid" growth. 
The value of output was 7.5 bn yuan, up 13.16% over 
the previous year. The economic efficiency index also 
improved. 

Investment in fixed assets rose to 4.28 bn yuan, up by 
41.7% over 1992. Transport and communications 
registered steady progress. 

Retail sales reached 4.27 bn yuan, up 13.6% over 
1992. Price reform was extended, and prices rose 
rapidly. 

Total import and export value was US$ 124.5 min, up 
19.7% over 1992. Imports were $101.7 min and 
exports $22.76 min. Exports of metals and minerals 
rose, but farm products fell. 

Fifty-four new foreign-invested enterprises were 
approved and the contracted amount of investment 
projects reached $51 m, of which foreign capital 
amounted to $23.9 min. 

Both numbers of tourists and earnings from them fell. 

Revenue rose 39%. Industrial and commercial taxes 
reached 1.07 bn yuan and expenditure 2.22 bn yuan. 

The natural population increase rate was 12.24 per 
thousand, and the province's population rose to 4.667 
min. Peasants' per capita net income reached 672.56 
yuan. (W 13 July) 

2 June: Yin Kesheng, party secretary, urged officials to 
vigorously propagate the party line and at the same 
time sum up advanced ideas and deeds, Xining Radio 
reported. Wang Hanmin, party committee member, 
noted that current ideological and political work 
confronted new developments and problems. Comrades 
should "do their best to put an end to the situation in 
which those doing ideological and political work are 
lacking in initiative and... take a wait-and-see attitude." 
(22 June) 

5 June: Over one million peasants in the province are 
still below the breadline, Yin Kesheng, governor of 
Qinghai, admitted at a "help-the-poor and development 
meeting" which closed today, Xining Radio reported. 
"Hamstrung by historical, geographical and other 
elements, 1.19 min peasants still have problems of 
food and clothing... We should help the poor areas 
speed up their pace of development to... maintain social 
stability," he added. Each administrative level should 
appoint a leader to be responsible for implementing the 
province's help the poor programme. (18 June) 

22 July: Qinghai's GDP totalled 4.46bn yuan (current 
prices) in the first half of this year, up over 7% (in 
comparable prices) over the same period of 1993, the 
Qinghai Daily reported. Primary industry was up 288 
min yuan, nearly 11 % up on 1993. Livestock totalled 
over 2 min. Secondary industry value rose by yuan 2.4 
bn yuan, up 5%. Industrial production rose 7.7%. 
Profits and taxes rose by over 20%, and 173 
enterprises ran at a loss. Investment in fixed assets 
dropped over 5%, and retail prices rose 22.9%, with 
workers' pay rising 22.2% (W24 Aug) 
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Qinghai - Economy 

13 June: More than 1,000 internal economic co¬ 
operation contracts worth over 300 min yuan had been 
signed by the end of last year in Qinghai, Xining Radio 
reported. By the end of May, proposals for 82 foreign- 
funded enterprises had been approved and licensed. 
More than $35 min had been imported. Of these foreign 
funded enterprises, 70% are developing natural 
resources or working in textiles, electronics, chemicals, 
building, communications, agriculture and so forth. (W 
22 June) 

22 June: Qinghai's coal policy must be to plan properly, 
stabilise output at the Datong coal mine, develop the 
Rehe [?] mining area, produce more anthracite and coke, 
monitor the locally-run coal-mines and boost provincial 
output to 4.5 min tons by the year 2000, a provincial 
coal meeting decided, according to Xining Radio. 
Despite its resources, Qinghai has not been self- 
sufficient in coal and must strive to become so. Wang 
Hanmin, provincial vice-governor, urged the meeting to 
implement reform. (29 June) 

4 July: Qinghai recently held a meeting to call for 
strengthening market management, which in the last 
few years has gone right out of control, Xining Radio 
said. The province now had 300 markets with a sales 
volume of 700 min yuan which had boosted the 
circulation of commodities, but the upshot was 
malpractice, soaring grain prices, management failures 
and law-breaking. 

To solve these problems, Vice-governor Liu Guanghe 
called for strengthening market management, stepping 
up regulation, establishing a grain risk fund and 
improving grain and other commodity reserve system. 
He also stressed that price control should be enforced, 
especially for public transport fares, and that there 
should be an effort to bring down the province's retail 
price index in July and August. (12 July) 

31 July: In Qinghai there are more than 70 foreign- 
invested enterprises, China News Service reported. 
(W31 Aug) 

10 Aug: Qinghai province is helping local Han, Tibetan, 
Hui, Tu and Mongolian people with 24 agriculture and 
livestock projects, following an initial 13 in early 1993, 
Xinhua reported. Using investment of 170 min yuan, 
these converted nearly 27,000 ha of wasteland into 
fertile land and saved over 53,000 ha from drought and 
waterlogging. A second phase, to run 1993-1995, 
investment of 84 min yuan is to be used on the 24 
projects. (W24 Aug) 

Xinjiang - Economy 

13 July: Xinjiang's foreign trade totalled $342 min in 
the first half of this year, up 4.4% over the same period 
last year, Xinjiang Daily reported. Exports were $231 
min, up over 14%, and imports $110 min, down over 
28%. In the first six months, foreign capital amounting 
to $31.91 min was utilised, up 167% over last year, 
while 88 new foreign-funded enterprises with over $39 
min in negotiated foreign capital were approved. (W 10 
Aug) 


16 July: Amudun Niyaz, chairman of the Xinjiang 
people's congress, declared that solving Xinjiang's 
current economic problems should be through 
"deepening reform and vigorously developing non-state- 
owned economy". But, speaking at the closing of a 
standing committee session of this congress, he noted 
that "Many cadres, especially some leading cadres, 
have yet to fundamentally emancipate their minds".He 
noted that the "most crucial task" was "doing our best 
to facilitate, in the areas of policies, taxation, capital for 
production, and locations for operations, the 
development of individual and private enterprises". He 
urged officials to change their work style and do their 
best to solve the problems of the non-state economy. 
(8 Aug) 

23 July: By the end of June Xinjiang had 3,409 private 
enterprises, 280,000 private industrial and commercial 
traders, 220,000 rural enterprises and 601 foreign 
funded enterprises, Xinhua reported. Total foreign 
investment in the region exceeded $800 min, it said. 
(W17 Aug) 

10 Aug: Xinjiang has stepped up building major projects 
to improve the investment climate, Xinhua reported. 
Currently 28 major projects are under construction with 
investment of over 12bn yuan. Around half are 
expected to be operational this year, including Lanzhou- 
Xinjiang rail double-tracking, Lanzhou-Urumqi optical 
fibre cable and Xinjiang oilfield. (W17 Aug) 

17 Aug: Stress this year in financial work was on tax 
reform and stepping up revenues, Xinhua reported. At 
the regional financial work conference, Gong Jinniu [?], 
director of the finance department, claimed that 
Xinjiang had accomplished its work quite satisfactorily, 
collecting over 46% of the amount budgeted at the 
beginning of the year. The conference set goals for 
financial work, calculating the basis of tax returns as 
required in the [newly instituted] revenue sharing 
system. (22 Aug) 

Xinjiang - Minerals 

27 May: The Tarim basin has been the site of nine new 
oil field discoveries and 34 oil structures in the past five 
years, Xinhua reported. The biggest discovery is a 100 
min ton oilfield in the middle of the basin. Tarim’s total 
reserves of oil and natural gas are estimated at 18 bn 
tons, about one fifth of the nation's reserves. In 1993 
Tarim produced 1.6 mln tons of crude, making it 11th 
in China's oilfield list. The basin's oil output this year 
will probably reach 2.1 mln tons and 5 mln tons by end- 
96. (W 8 June) 

27 May: Potential reserves of copper are estimated at 
more than 10 mln tons, Xinhua reported. The Axili 
Copper mine at the foot of the Altay mountains could 
soon become the biggest in the country after the 
Tongxing mine in Jiangxi. (W 8 June) 

31 May: The Karamai oilfield, in north-west Junggar 
basin, produced 7.6 mln tons of crude oil, Xinhua 
reported. For the past four years, its output has been 
the fourth largest in China. Oil experts have opened up 
new oil-bearing areas and the oilfield now refines 5.45 
mln tons of crude annually. (W 8 June) 
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Exile, Diplomatic 


Top Lama "Banned" from India, Declares 
Innocence 

TIN News Update / 17 September, 1994 

A high-ranking Tibetan lama has been accused by New 
Delhi of "anti-Indian activities" and has been effectively 
banned from entering India. 

The move is being interpreted by Indian newspapers to 
mean that the Indian Government regards the lama as a 
pro-Chinese agent, apparently because he has recently 
made well-publicised visits to Tibet and Beijing. 

The order is of considerable political significance, 
equivalent to the British Government denouncing a 
senior bishop as a Russian spy. 

The order appears to be an indirect criticism of the Dalai 
Lama, who earlier this year declared strong support for 
the lama, and could indicate a change in India's policy 
towards the Tibetan leader and his 130,000 followers 
in exile. The Indian Government has always been 
extremely supportive of the Dalai Lama and is not 
known to have criticised him even indirectly in the past. 

The accusation against the lama could also indicate a 
toughening in India's relations with China, whose top 
military official visited Delhi last week. 

The banned lama, Tai Situ Rimpoche, is ranked second 
or third in the Kagyupa school, one of the four sects of 
Tibetan Buddhism, and has lived for over thirty years in 
Sikkim, now a north-east Indian province. He has 
recently returned from Beijing where he was negotiating 
with the Chinese authorities to bring a Tibetan child, 
recognised as a reincarnate lama by the Dalai Lama, to 
India. 

The official restriction order, issued two weeks ago but 
only learnt about today, says that Situ Rimpoche cannot 
enter India without direct clearance from India's Home 
Ministry, because of his "anti-Indian activities". The 
lama, who is internationally regarded as a leading 
exponent of Buddhist philosophy with thousands of 
students in Asian and western countries, has issued a 
strong statement declaring his innocence and re¬ 
affirming his loyalty to India. 

Situ Rimpoche, who is currently travelling in East Asia 
giving Buddhist teachings, confirmed yesterday that the 
order existed, but said he had not himself received any 
official notification. "I know that this order exists, but I 
don't know at what level it has been signed and I don't 
believe it can have been issued with the full knowledge 
of the India Government," he told TIN. "It must be a 
misunderstanding," he added. 

The lama, who has lived in India as a refugee since he 
fled from Tibet as a child, stressed his allegiance to 
India, which he described as his "second home". "I 
have always had and continue to have great respect 
and deep appreciation for India and the Indian people, 
and I have great faith and trust in the Indian 
Government," he said. 


Situ Rimpoche said he had no idea what the allegations 
were based on, and stressed that his recent trips to 
China and Tibet had been purely connected to his 
religious duties, which have been widely publicised. "I 
can assure you that I have no political involvement with 
any Government whatsoever," he stated. 

His visits to China and Tibet were carried out after 
consultation with the Indian authorities and the Dalai 
Lama, both of whom "seemed perfectly happy about 
my trips", he said. 

Indian Home Ministry officials said yesterday that they 
would not give a public comment on the affair until next 
week but have confirmed the existence of the 
restriction order in discussions with the Tibetan 
Government in exile, which is based in Northern India. 

"We have approached the relevant Indian officials and 
expressed our concerns", said the exile Government's 
Chief Minister, Kalon Tenzin Tethong, speaking from his 
headquarters in India yesterday. He said that his 
government had not yet received any clear explanation 
from the Indians as to the allegations made against Situ 
Rimpoche. Newspapers in India said that ban order was 
imposed because Situ was a "Chinese agent". 

"I am totally unaware that he is involved in anything 
that could be considered anti-Indian and I think it is very 
unlikely", said the Tibetans' Chief Minister. He added 
that he had not heard of the Indian authorities imposing 
restrictions on a Tibetan figure of such prominence at 
any time in the previous ten or fifteen years. 

The restriction order has wide implications, since Situ 
Rimpoche travels on a Bhutanese diplomatic passport 
given to him by the King of Bhutan as a contribution 
towards his religious teaching. Bhutanese passport 
holders do not require visas to enter India. 


Newspaper Campaign Against "Chinese-Backed" Lama 

An Indian newspaper, the Indian Express, has been 
running a ten-month campaign against the lama, 
portraying him as "Chinese-backed" because he visited 
his native Tibet to oversee the enthronement of the 
child recognised there as the reincarnation of his 
teacher, the 16th Karmapa. The articles quoted heavily 
from internal correspondence held by the Home Ministry 
in New Delhi and in retrospect appear now to have been 
government-inspired. 

The apparent endorsement by the Indian government of 
the Indian Express allegations, which were generally 
regarded as inflammatory, was described as bizarre by 
observers in Delhi. "I don't think these allegations have 
any currency beyond the Indian Express, and I really 
don't know what is behind this except that he has 
travelled to Tibet and China," said Kalon Tethong. 

Hundreds of Tibetan refugees now make regular visits 
to Tibet with Chinese consent, many of them lamas 



planning to reconstruct destroyed monasteries. The 
effective Indian ban on Situ Rimpoche may be a heavy- 
handed way of warning high-ranking Tibetans not to get 
too close to Beijing, and indicates that the current Indo- 
Chinese rapprochement is still sensitive territory. 

Tai Situ has been involved in a bitter dispute with 
another exile Tibetan lama, Shamar Rimpoche, who had 
fiercely contested Situ's candidate for the Karmapa 
reincarnation, and was assumed to be connected to the 
Indian Express campaign. The dispute has led to at least 
two fights between rival supporters in Indian 
monasteries. 

Tibetans interviewed today interpreted the restriction 
order on Situ Rimpoche as an unprecedented slight by 
the Indian Government to the Dalai Lama, who publicly 
endorsed Situ's position in the succession dispute in 
April this year and has encouraged visits by lamas to 
Tibet. The Tibetan clergy inside and outside Tibet have 
also supported Situ in the dispute, with only a few 
exceptions. 

The Indian Government also appears to be showing 
signs of sensitivity about the situation in Sikkim, where 
the lama is based. The 1975 annexation of Sikkim by 
India has still not been recognised by the Chinese. 


Breakdown in Sino-Tibetan Negotiations 

TIN News Update / 14 September, 1994 

At a press conference in London today the exiled 
Tibetan leader the Dalai Lama revealed that he and his 
officials have not had any contact with Beijing for over 
a year. 

A Tibetan team was sent to Beijing in June 1993 and 
Tibetan officials met with Chinese diplomats in New 
Delhi in August that year, but since then there have 
been no contacts and negotiations have come to a 
complete standstill, he said. 

The revelation highlighted the Dalai Lama's repeated 
statement, first made in March this year, that his 
"middle way approach" has "achieved nothing" other 
than notional western support and has been a "failure". 
"I have appealed to the international community to help 
start negotiations with the Chinese government without 
preconditions. This also failed," he told journalists. 

The Dalai Lama has repeatedly told the Chinese he will 
accept "genuine self-rule" for Tibet rather than 
independence, in conformity with a 1979 promise by 
Beijing that negotiations could take place as long as 
independence was not raised. Once the Dalai Lama 
acceded to that demand, the Chinese moved the 
goalposts by introducing an additional demand - that the 
monk also deny that Tibet was independent in the past. 

In his statement the Dalai Lama made it clear that he 
believes Tibet was independent when the Chinese 
invaded and that he is refusing to back down on this 
issue. "Of course we have the right to regain our 
independence", he said, using language that is likely to 
infuriate the Chinese. 


His claim was given vivid support by the presence at 
the conference of seven distinguished Europeans and 
Indians who had lived or worked in Tibet in the years 
before the invasion, including Heinrich Harrer, now 83, 
author of "Seven Years in Tibet" and once a tutor to the 
Dalai Lama, and Kazi Sonam Togpyal, formerly a 
member of the Indian Government's Mission in Lhasa. 

The seven issued a statement saying that in their 
experience Tibet was fully independent. "As some of 
the few remaining foreigners who witnessed 
independent Tibet, we are unanimous in our conviction 
that Tibet was a fully sovereign country ... there was 
no Chinese involvement in any form in the affairs of 
Tibet", stated the group, which included the British 
radio operator Robert Ford and the Italian professor 
Fosco Maraini. 

The 12 month breakdown in negotiations is serious 
news for the Tibetans, who face dwindling signs of 
Chinese concessions as western powers compete to 
win lucrative trade deals with Beijing. Last week the 
French authorities arrested 18 people attempting to 
stage peaceful protests during the visit of China's 
President Jiang Zemin to France. 

In what appears to have been an attempt to propel 
western powers into renewed efforts to get 
negotiations moving, the Dalai Lama indicated that he 
would revert to a more assertive policy of demanding 
full independence if a referendum showed that that was 
the wish of the Tibetan people. 

"If my middle way approach has become a factor for 
demoralisation inside Tibet then I cannot take 
responsibility for staying firm on this stand. With no 
effective changes inside and no meaningful negotiations 
materialising I myself find my middle way approach 
more difficult to defend," he said. But he added that the 
pursuit of full independence would be "very difficult to 
achieve". 

The Lama, who is on a one week visit to the UK to 
attend a conference on Christianity, ruled out support 
for the use of violence, saying he would resign rather 
than sanction such a policy. 


French Ban on Protests Relaxed but 18 
Arrested 

TIN News Update / 12 September 1994 

Eighteen people have so far been arrested in France for 
attempting to stage protests against a state visit to 
France by the Chinese president, Jiang Zemin. 

The 18 were all held by police for up to four hours after 
being seen near Jiang's entourage, and carrying a 
Tibetan flags or, in one case, with a banner saying 
"Tiananmen 4th June 1989". 

All demonstrations against the five day visit of Chinese 
President and Party Secretary Jiang Zemin to France 
were banned by the French Government in the initial 
stages of the visit. Late on Friday after widespread 
protests the Paris authorities agreed to make an 
exception and announced that one demonstration would 
be allowed to take place, but only on condition that it 
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followed a route which would avoid the Chinese 
Embassy. 

300 people from Chinese pro-democracy organisations 
and Tibet support groups, including the Federation for 
Democracy in China and the Tibetan Community in 
France, took part in the protest on Friday night. A pro- 
Tibet demonstration was also allowed to take place in 
Bordeaux on Sunday, but only after Jiang had left the 
town. 

The decree, banning all protests in France relating to 
Jiang's visit, was issued by Paris police chiefs on the 
grounds that any protest would "threaten public order 
and harm the republic's internal relations." 

The ban covered the whole of France and was first 
enforced by police in Marseille, where police arrested 
three people and held them for four hours on Thursday 
after they were found with a Tibetan flag in their car 
during a one day visit to the city by President Jiang. 

There were three more arrests in Marseille on Friday 
after a group unfurled a Tibetan flag and tried to hoist it 
from a church tower overlooking the city. 

In Paris five pro-Tibetan protestors were arrested at 
around 5pm on Saturday after one shouted slogans 
against Jiang near the Embassy, which was said to be 
surrounded by over 200 policemen. On Sunday at 
9.35am two pro-democracy activists were detained 
after unfurling the Tiananmen banner and shouting for 
the release of the dissident Wei Jingsheng at a railway 
station where Jiang was boarding a train for Bordeaux. 

At 6.30pm on Sunday five more people, including a 
member of the regional council, were arrested near the 
Aerospatiale factory in Toulouse which Jiang was 
visiting. The five say that they were carrying banners, 
but had not displayed them or started their protest 
when they were taken away by police. 

It is not clear if the police ban on anti-Beijing 
demonstrations is still in force during Jiang's visit. 
Demonstrations in France anyway require three days 
advance notification, and actions which insult a person 
of high status are also illegal under standard legislation. 

On Tuesday, after Jiang's departure, the legality of last 
week's decree is due to be tested in the French courts 
on Tuesday, at the request of the Tibetan community in 
France. 

Similar bans have been issued before in France, but only 
to stop protests by Kurdish groups and far right 
organisations. There is no history of any violence or 
unrest arising from previous demonstrations by French 
groups protesting about Tibet or China, and it is 
extremely unlikely that the French police really believed 
there was any threat to public order. 

Jiang, whose five day visit is expected to result in deals 
worth up to 55.6 billion francs ($10.2 billion) for French 
industry, is due to meet the Prime Minister and the head 
of the French Socialist Party today Monday. He is due 
to leave for Beijing at 11pm on Monday night. 


Taiwan Agreement Refuted by Dalai 
Lama's Government 

TIN News Update / 3 September, 1994 

An unprecedented pact between the Taiwanese 
Government and a powerful group of former Tibetan 
guerillas now in exile threatens to cause a damaging rift 
in the exile Tibetan community. 

In an attempt to contain the damage, the exile Tibetan 
Government this week declared that it is nullifying the 
agreement and breaking off all contacts with the 
Chushigangdruk, the exile group which signed the 
agreement, until its present leaders step down. 

Chushigangdruk, literally "Four Rivers and Six Ranges", 
is a powerful exile organisation which in the 1960s ran 
the Tibetan guerilla army, most of whom were Tibetans 
from Kham (Eastern Tibet) fighting for independence 
from China. 

The controversial agreement, which refers to autonomy 
for Tibet rather than independence, was signed by a 
Taiwanese Government minister during a secret 2 hour 
meeting with seven Chushigangdruk officials in a 
restaurant in Bangalore, Southern India, on 31st March. 

In the Bangalore agreement, apparently made without 
consultation with the Indian or Tibetan governments, 
the Taiwanese promise that once China has been 
"unified under a free, democratic system" they will 
guarantee "rights of self-governance for Tibet" and 
recognise the Dalai Lama as "the political and religious 
leader of the Tibetan people". 

The incident has raised the possibility of Tibetans from 
different areas making separate agreements with Beijing 
as well as Taipei in future, and has already led to small 
scale clashes amongst exiles in India. 

Taiwan insists that the promise to recognise the Dalai 
Lama does not indicate a change in policy. "The 
statement is granting approval for all the Dalai Lama's 
efforts to safeguard Tibet's traditional culture and fight 
for Tibetan freedom and human rights. The ROC 
government consistently supports this stance." a 
spokesman told TIN, using language seen by the exile 
Government as implying that the Dalai Lama's status 
depends on Taiwanese approval. 

The status of the document is unclear, with the Taiwan 
side now denying that it is an official agreement, 
describing it instead as a "record of discussions" with 
the Mongolian and Affairs Commission, Taiwan's 
"agency" for dealing with Tibet. 

However, the document, which is formally presented 
with eleven signatories, is laid out like a legal 
agreement and in its Tibetan version clearly refers to 
the Taiwanese signatories as representing not the 
Commission but the "Government of the Kuomingtang", 
Taiwan's ruling party. 

The principal signatory of the Bangalore document is 
Chang Jiunn-yih, a 44 year old Phd. scholar from 
Indiana University who is chairman of the Mongolian 
and Tibetan Affairs Commission. Chang is also a 
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Minister of State in the Executive Yuan, Taiwan's 
cabinet. 


Threat of Regional Split, Dharamsala Calls Referendum 

The Tibetan group was led by Athar Norbu, the head of 
Chushigangdruk and one of the most famous of Tibetan 
guerilla fighters. Athar presented the agreement to the 
Dalai Lama on 31st May, claiming it as an achievement 
in that the Taiwanese had recognised the Dalai Lama as 
a political as well as a religious leader. 

News of the agreement caused immediate alarm in 
Dharamsala, the exile Government's seat in Northern 
India, where the former guerilla organisation was 
viewed as having acted unconstitutionally by 
appropriating negotiating powers to itself, an act which 
implied that the 11,000 Khampas in exile might no 
longer consider themselves part of the Dalai Lama's 
government - or part of a future Tibet. 

In June the Dalai Lama's government announced an 
emergency referendum of Eastern Tibetans in response 
to news of the secret meeting, and this week declared 
that over 96% of the 11,761 people who voted had 
denounced both the agreement and the Tibetans who 
signed it. 

Doubts over Inclusion of Kham in Future Settlement 

The Chushigangdruk leaders say that they sought the 
agreement because of suspicions amongst Khampas 
that the Dalai Lama may be preparing to negotiate a 
compromise deal with Beijing which will exclude the 
eastern and north-eastern areas of traditional Tibet. 

Athar, who survived an astonishing 6 parachute drops 
into Tibet at the height of the guerilla war in the late 
50s and early 60s, claims that he has been refused an 
undertaking that Kham will be included in any future 
settlement by the Dalai Lama. "We decided to cancel 
the agreement if the Tibetan government would first 
state on paper that the Cholkha-sum [the three 
traditional provinces including Kham] must be always 
together, and I requested this on June 1st. The Tibetan 
government said that they could not give this in 
writing," said the Chushigangdruk leader in an interview 
with the independent Tibetan-language paper Mangtso 
published on 1 5th June. 

Dharamsala officials today declined to comment on the 
allegation, although the Dalai Lama has frequently said 
that any settlement with Beijing will include the re-union 
of the three traditional Tibetan provinces. 

Chinese governments have for centuries denied that 
Kham is part of Tibet, and by the time of the 1950 
invasion, despite various local wars, Lhasa had little 
practical control over those parts of Kham east of the 
Yangtse, an area made up of semi-independent Tibetan 
principalities with varying allegiances. 

Referendum Tests Eastern Tibetans' Loyalty 

The exile Government's referendum has been accused 
of widening regional splits amongst Tibetans, because it 
identified only exiles from Kham as eligible to vote. 


"What the Chushigangdruk leaders did was 
constitutionally wrong and should be criticised as such, 
but for the exile Government to hold a referendum 
distinguishing between all the Tibetans as Khampas or 
otherwise is deplorable", said Phuntsog Wangyal, a 
leading Tibetan deputy in the exile Assembly and 
himself a Khampa. 

The Tibetan Review, a leading monthly published in 
Delhi, advised the Tibetan government to seek 
discussions with the Khampa organisation over what it 
called "some avoidable misunderstandings", hinting that 
the Government had over-reacted. 

Before the vote the Dalai Lama had stated publicly that 
he was "upset" by the agreement, making the 
referendum in effect a test of the loyalty of eastern 
Tibetans to him and his exile administration, which is 
dominated by exiles from Central Tibet. 

A Tibetan official contacted in Delhi during the 
referendum openly described support for the agreement 
as opposition to the Dalai Lama, regarded as equivalent 
to treachery amongst most Tibetans. There is a long 
history of violence, including death threats, to any 
perceived Tibetan critics of the Pontiff. 

"The Tibetan government's objective in doing this 
opinion survey is to divide us Khampas," said Athar, 
president of the Chushigangdruk and arguably 
representing about 10,000 Khampas in exile. 

The validity of the referendum is questionable, since the 
Dalai Lama's Government made no attempt at secrecy 
for the voters and, in what could be an invitation to a 
witch-hunt, has published the names of those who 
voted to support the Chushigangdruk agreement. The 
Government later said that secrecy was not necessary, 
since the exercise was an opinion poll rather than a 
referendum. 

One Khampa interviewed by TIN said that he feared 
that he would be blacklisted if he refused to fill in the 
voting form. Another said they spoilt their paper rather 
than support what they called an attempt to widen 
regional rifts in the community. 

Background: Dharamsala Distrust of Taipei 

The Dharamsala government has long accused the 
Taiwanese of funding "conflicts and discords in the 
Tibetan community", and Taiwanese initiatives have a 
remarkably successful history of dividing the exile 
community, far outstripping Beijing in that arena. A 
spokesman for the Taiwanese told TIN that the 
allegations were "extremely preposterous". "The ROC 
government basically does not get any special benefits 
or sow discord among Tibetans", he said. 

Many exiled lamas, particularly from Kham, have 
accepted Taiwan funds for the construction of 
monasteries and temples, and hundreds of exile 
Tibetans, particularly those in Nepal, have been lured by 
payments to take up educational courses in Taipei, 
usually involving some form of indoctrination into KMT 
views. In 1990 a senior member of the exile 
Government had to resign after he was found to have 
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received large sums of money from Taiwan despite a 
long-standing public policy of no contact with the KMT. 

"We support Tibetan settlements, schools, monasteries, 
the education of young people, and their technological 
training, and we also support the Chushigangdruk 
Organisation", a spokesman for the Commission told 
TIN. The Commission's declared goals are to "handle 
matters concerning Tibet and Mongolia" and "to build 
up and maintain a world-wide liaison network for 
Mongolians and Tibetans". 

Taiwan, like the PRC, claims absolute sovereignty over 
Tibet but is much more flexible than Beijing in its 
negotiating strategy, accepting the Dalai Lama's own 
compromise proposals and offering the Tibetans 
"freedom" in the sense of an unspecified autonomy. By 
contrast, Beijing is demanding that the Dalai Lama 
revoke any previous historic claims to independence as 
well as any future claims. 

In March 1990 the Dalai Lama withdrew his ban on 
contacts with Taiwan and has since met an adviser to 
the Taiwanese Premier and sent two negotiating teams 
to the island to conduct exploratory talks and discuss a 
possible visit by the Tibetan leader to the island. "The 
position of the Taiwanese government on Tibet is that 
China and Tibet are not separate, and that they are 
working together for a democratic China," a Taipei 
official told TIN. 

The Bangalore agreement puts Taiwan ahead of Beijing 
in its strategy amongst the Tibetan exiles, and its 
success in dividing the refugees is likely both to 
embarrass the Communists and to suggest a way 
forward for them. 

Germany Set to Deport Tibetan Refugee 

TIN News Update / 20 August, 1994 [amended] 

The German immigration authorities confirmed late 
Friday 19th August that a court has authorised them to 
deport a Tibetan refugee to China next week - even 
though the court says he is not a Chinese citizen. 

If the deportation goes ahead it will be the first known 
case of a Tibetan asylum seeker being deported from 
any of the Western countries, which have until now 
been cautious about sending asylum claimants back to 
China or Tibet. 

[The refugee's lawyer revealed today that the German 
authorities already tried to deport her client to China 
three months ago, but the pilot had refused to accept 
the Tibetan, who was visibly distressed, as a passenger 
on a Lufthansa flight from Frankfurt on 26th May.] 

A German court in Trier, 175 km southwest of 
Frankfurt, decided that it did not believe that the 
refugee, 26 year old Jampa Tenzin Kungashar, was 
from Tibet, which Germany regards as part of China. 
The court refused to accept a Chinese Government 
travel document which states that the monk was born 
in Tibet, and on Wednesday 17th August [a second 
court] ordered the deportation to go ahead. 


The Immigration Office in Trier said yesterday 19th 
August that it had received full authorisation to deport 
the Tibetan to China on or by Thursday 25th August. 

The monk's claim for asylum is obscure, since he has 
not been in Tibet since 1978, having lived in India until 
he entered Germany in June last year. But the mystery 
is why the German authorities plan to return him to a 
country he left fifteen years ago and to which the 
German courts say he does not belong. 

A claim by the Tibetan that he would be in danger if 
returned to China after seeking asylum abroad was also 
rejected by the court - on the grounds that he is not a 
Chinese citizen. 

"The court does not believe that the claimant is a 
Chinese citizen. It therefore appears to be out of the 
question that the claimant on his return [to China] will 
face persecution for 'fleeing from the Republic [of 
China]'," said Judge Klages of the Trier court in a 
written statement described by the refugee's lawyer as 
"totally illogical". 

There are no direct flights to Tibet, and the refugee will 
be flown to China if the order is carried out. The court 
said that he must be accompanied by German police 
and revealed that consultations have already taken 
place between the German and Chinese authorities, as a 
result of which Beijing has issued a formal document to 
the Germans saying it will accept the refugee. 

"Judge Dr. Klages knows that the consequence of his 
decision not to believe that my client is a Chinese 
citizen is that my client will be deported to China", the 
refugee's lawyer, Mrs B. von Collenberg, said yesterday 
in Frankfurt, "if it wasn't so dramatic and so serious we 
would just think it was a joke," she said. 

On Wednesday the same [no - it was the Trier county] 
court rejected an appeal asking for time to find a third 
country which would accept the claimant, on the 
grounds that it might take longer than two months to 
arrange. "The claimant's lawyer explained that 
arranging deportation to a third country might not be 
possible before 15th October," said the court, 
explaining why it ordered the deportation to go ahead 
within a week. 

"This is the first case of a western country deporting a 
Tibetan asylum seeker, as far as we know", said a 
Tibetan official at the Tibet Bureau, the Geneva office 
of the exile Tibetan government. "There is no question 
about the repercussions this man will face if returned," 
he said. 

The only country so far known to repatriate Tibetan 
refugees is Nepal, where border police illegally hand 
over between 1 5 and 20 escapees to the Chinese police 
each month, according to separate Nepalese border 
officials speaking off the record to TIN earlier this year. 

The German decision, which has already defeated three 
judicial appeals, contrasts with a decision by 
Liechtenstein last Thursday 11th August not to expel 
18 Tibetan refugees whose status was unclear. 
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A Liechtenstein government statement said police had 
not been able to fully determine the events surrounding 
the escape of the Tibetans, who have been in 
Liechtenstein since October 1993, but the government 
had decided not to expel the Tibetans "in order to 
continue the investigation," according to Reuters. 

Liechtenstein will also seek to determine whether the 
Tibetans can be sent to other countries that already 
have larger groups of Tibetan refugees, said Reuters. 


Germany Drops Plan to Deport Refugee 

TIN News Update / 22 August, 1994 

The German authorities have dropped a plan to deport a 
Tibetan asylum claimant to China. 

The Immigration authorities said today 22 August that 
they had this morning received orders to release the 
refugee from prison and to allow him to travel to India. 

But it emerged today that the German authorities had 
already tried to deport the refugee to China in May, but 
had failed only because the pilot refused to accept the 
monk on his plane. 

An official, speaking by phone from the office of the 
Auslaenderbehoerde or Foreigners' Administration in 
Trier, 175 km south-west of Frankfurt, confirmed that 
he had arranged for the Tibetan to be released from 
detention and that the refugee had agreed to travel 
voluntarily to India. 

The news of the changed decision by the German 
authorities comes after pressure from Tibetan 
supporters in Germany and indicates a speedy decision 
by the Indian authorities on humanitarian grounds to 
help the Germans by accepting the refugee. 

The Tibetan, a 26 year old former monk called Jampa 
Tenzin Kungashar, had not visited Tibet or China for 15 
years when he became stranded in Europe and made his 
appeal to the Germans for asylum last year. When he 
pointed out that he was legally a citizen of Tibet, which 
Germany regards as part of China, the German 
authorities decided without consultation to deport him 
to China. 

A German court confirmed the decision in May, saying 
that his asylum claim was invalid because they did not 
believe he was from Tibet or China, but at the same 
time ordered the authorities to go ahead with the 
deportation to China. 

On May 26th the German authorities put the former 
monk on a plane from Frankfurt to China but the pilot 
refused to accept the passenger, who was visibly 
distressed. 

Last week a second German court in Trier refused to 
allow lawyers more time to ask if India, where the 
monk had lived for over 10 years, would accept the 
refugee back, and ordered the deportation to China to 
take place before Thursday 26th August. 

"The authorities here must be very thankful that India 
has offered to take him, as it saves them from deciding 


their position on Tibetan asylum seekers," said 
Kungashar's lawyer, Mrs Ruedt von Collenberg, this 
evening in Frankfurt, adding that she would continue to 
pursue his claim for asylum while he was in India in 
order to avoid a similar event recurring. 

"I think we should be very careful about what attitude 
the Government is going to take to Tibetan refugees in 
the future, given the combination of the Germany's new 
China policy and our current very restrictive immigration 
laws", she warned. 

The Chinese Premier Li Peng met German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl during a visit to Bonn on 4th July, and the 
two leaders promised a "long-term, reliable partnership" 
that will be advantageous for both countries. Germany 
undertook to grant China development aid in 1994 of 
191 million marks ($120 million) to expand China's rail, 
transport and communications network, and billions of 
marks. Li's 150-strong trade delegation signed about 
$3.5 billion worth of contracts and letters of intent with 
German firms, acording to Reuters. 


International Media on Diplomatic and 
International Developments 

A summary of Chinese and international media coverage of 
diplomatic and international developments concerning Tibet. 

7 June: In Brussels, the Dalai Lama announced to the 
Belgian members of parliament that he intended to 
organise a referendum on the future of Tibet among the 
100,000 exiles in India and indirectly among the six 
million Tibetans in China, RTBF Radio 1 of Brussels 
reported. On this visit, he is being accorded all the 
honours due to his rank and the international influence 
he gained as recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize of 1989, 
the radio said. (9 June) 

9 June: China has responded negatively to a proposed 
meeting between Prime Minister Berlusconi and the 
Dalai Lama, who is to visit Italy on 1 7 June, RAI TV 
teletext reported. A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman 
said Beijing hoped there would be no official contacts 
with the exiled leader, "who for some time has been 
working to sabotage national unity". (1 5 June) 

9 June: Qu Jia [Choegyal?], head of the Foreign Affairs 
Office of the TAR, declared that China had "smashed 
the scheme by Western hostile forces and a small 
number of separatists" to split China at the 50th 
meeting of the "World Human Rights Committee" [UN 
Commission on Human Rights], Lhasa TV reported. Qu, 
who had attended the meeting, was reporting to the 
TAR propaganda and organisation departments. "Some 
representatives of non-governmental organisations used 
rumours...to fabricate and distort the human rights 
situation" in the TAR, Qu Jia added. 

The TV station commented that especially since 1959 
the human rights situation had undergone fundamental 
change, with great improvements in economic and 
social development. Qu had pointed out that in 1993 
many thousands of outsiders had been to Tibet and had 
recognised development and progress. Following his 
report, Du Tai, executive deputy director of the 
propaganda department noted "Although we have 
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repeatedly foiled the scheme of splitting the motherland 
by international hostile forces,...we must not to the 
slightest degree slacken our efforts". (1 5 June) 

21 June: The chairman of the republic of Tuva, 
Kaadyrool Bicheldey, has called for moral support to 
those in favour of Tibetan independence, NTV Moscow 
reported. He admitted the "objective reality" that Tibet 
is part of China, but at the same time said Tibet was 
repressed and that Tibetans must have full right to 
determine their own fate on their own historic territory. 
(24 June) 

30 June: A wreath-laying ceremony honouring 
Lithuanian independence martyrs, to be performed by 
Qian Qichen, China's visiting foreign minister, had to be 
abandoned because of a demonstration by a Tibet 
support group and members of Amnesty International at 
the Antakalnis cemetery. Radio Vilnius reported in its 
external service in Lithuanian. (6 July) 

4 July: "International forces hostile to us do not want 
to see a China that is strong," said journalist Yin 
Qingyan in an article in the Tibet Daily. "They leave no 
stone unturned in their vain attempt to stir up domestic 
chaos in China... The repeated attempts by some 
western nations to attack us at the annual UN meetings 
on human rights or the support they give secessionists 
abroad have made their intent patently clear". 

"Secessionists abroad" use illegal broadcasting, audio 
and videotapes, printed materials and rumour-mongering 
to infiltrate and confuse Tibetan people's minds, it 
added. (21 July) 
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15 July: Hans Blix, director-general of the IAEA (*? 
fullname), who made a visit to Tibet, met Yang 
Chuantang, vice-chairman of the TAR, who briefed him 
on the energy situation and development, Xinhua 
reported. (18 July) 

17 July: The restoration of an independent Tibet will 
benefit India and contribute to world peace, the Dalai 
Lama has said in the introduction to "Tibet - A Reality", 
by Madan Gopal Chitkara, PTI reported from Delhi. 
"When Tibet again becomes a zone of peace from 
which all military installations have been removed, India 
will be able to withdraw her forces from the northern 
border", he added. (20 July) 

18 July: Australian Senator Sid Spindler, at the end of a 
trip to China, said the Chinese had accepted an appeal 
from him on behalf of more than 200 prisoners in China 
and 14 jailed nuns in Tibet, Radio Australia external 
service reported. (20 July) 

21 July: Qian Qichen, China's foreign minister who was 
visiting Nepal, said dialogue with the Dalai Lama was 
possible if he did not engage in activities aimed at 
independence of Tibet, All-India Radio reported. Qian 
denied that China was violating human rights in Tibet. 
(22 July) 

16 Aug: Zhang Yishan, deputy head of the Chinese 
observer delegation "refuted attacks" over Tibetan 
culture made by some NGOs at the meeting of the UN 
Sub-committee on Human Rights, Xinhua reported. He 
claimed that these organisations had been "repeating 
the lies they had been spreading for many years". He 
declared that the renovation of the Potala showed that 
their allegations were false. (22 Aug) 





Drapchi Prisoner List, February/March 1994 


By early 1994 the number of political prisoners in 
Tibet's main prison had than doubled over the previous 
four years, and the number of convicted women 
political prisoners had tripled. This list gives the names 
and details of those prisoners, as supplied by a group of 
Tibetans with detailed knowledge of the situation. 

The list names only those Tibetan activists who 
received court sentences, and does not include an 
estimated 1-200 Tibetans held without trial in various 
forms of administrative detention, or those who are still 
being interrogated or awaiting trial. The list also 
excludes 4 well known political activists serving 
sentences at the Tibet Autonomous Prison No.2, which 
is situated in Powo Tramo, Nyingtri, about 350 km east 
of Lhasa, as well as a number of lesser known 
dissidents from the Chamdo area. 

Like most Tibetan accounts of political prisoners, the 
list was originally presented in terms of religious 
hierarchy, roughly in order of the seniority of the 
monasteries to which the prisoners belonged. Here we 
have re-arranged the names so that they are in 
alphabetical order. The data is presented as received 
and has not been cross-checked or reconciled with 
previous lists, so some details may vary from earlier 
records. 


Although the list covers only prisoners in Drapchi Prison 
in Lhasa, Tibet, it may not be complete:- Dawa Drolma, 
for example, a leading woman political prisoner who 
was not due for release until late 1 994 at the earliest, 
does not appear on the list. It includes many names that 
have not been seen before. The nun Phuntsog Yangkyi, 
who died in the prison in June 1994, allegedly as a 
result of maltreatment (see TIN News Update 9th June 
1994), is also not included under this name. Both 
women are known from official documents to have 
been sent to Drapchi. 

The original document consists of 6 pages, each 
approximately 26.5 x 38cm, divided into 14 vertical 
columns. The entries are handwritten in Tibetan in kyug 
(fast cursive) script. 

For further comments on this list see TIN News Update 
22 June, 1994 "Over 250 Political Prisoners in Main 
Lhasa Jail", reprinted in TIN News Review, 'Reports 
from Tibet, April-July 1994', 6 July 1994, p.20. 

The transcript was initially prepared for the Tibet 
Information Network by the Alliance for Research in 
Tibet. 


Summary of Prison List 


Probable date of list: 

February or March, 1994 

Sex of prisoners: 

187 men, 68 women 

Monks/laymen: 

151 monks, 36 laymen 

Nuns/laywomen: 

66 nuns. 2 laywomen 

Total length of sentences: 

1,762.2 years 

Average sentence: 

6.9 years 

Average male sentence: 

7.2 years 

Average female sentence: 

6.1 years 

Number of prisoners with extended sentences: 

21 (7 male, 14 female) 

Average length of extension: 

5.9 years 

Percentage of men with extended sentences: 

3.7% 

Percentage of women with extended sentences: 

20.1% 


Year of detention of current prisoners: 


1983 

1 

1987 

3 

1988 

4 

1989 

38 

1990 

22 

1991 

35 

1992 

100 

1993 

51 


None of the prisoners detained in 1994 were recorded on this list; it was too early in the year for 1994 prisoners to 
have been tried and transferred to Drapchi from the pre-trial detention centres. 
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Tibetan Political Prisoners In Drapchi Prison (February/March 1994) 


Name 

Age 

Lay or 

Monk 

Date of 

Detention 

Sentence Workplace 

+ Extension 

Occupation (Men) 

Birthplace (Women) 

Buchung 

23 

layman 

1 993/3/9 

5 

Yatung 


Buchung 

25 

monk 

1 993/7/4 

4 

Sungrabling Monastery 

student 

Chungdag 1 

36 

laywoman 

1989/3/14 

7 

Lhasa 

Lhasa 

Damchoe Gyaltsen 

24 

nun 

1992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Toelung 

Dawa 

29 

layman 

1 989/3/6 

8 

Lhasa 

citizen 

Dawa Gyaltsen 

17 

monk 

1 993/6/4 

5 

Tsepag Lhakhang 

student 

Dawa Wangdu 

29 

monk 

1 989/6/11 

5 

Tsug Lhakhang (Jokhang) 

temple keeper 

Dondrup Gyatso 

20 

monk 

1 993/6/6 

3 

Dranang 

student 

Dorje 

25 

monk 

1 992/4/11 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Dradul 

29 

layman 

1 989/3/1 2 

16 

Lhasa 

citizen 

Drolma Tsamchoe 

53 

laywoman 

1993/4/21 

8 

Maldro Gongkar 

Maldro Gongkar 

Geleg Yonten 

36 

layman 

1 990/7/23 

7 

Lhasa 

tailor 

Gyaltsen Choedron 

25 

nun 

1990/8/21 

4 + 5=9 

Garu Nunnery 

Taktse 

Gyaltsen Choephel 

27 

layman 

1989/3/13 

15 

Lhasa 

Lhasa Evening News worker 

Gyaltsen Drolkar 

23 

nun 

1990/8/21 

4+8=12 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Gyaltsen Kalsang 

22 

nun 

1993/6/14 

2 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa Nyangdren 

Gyaltsen Kunsang 

22 

nun 

1993/6/14 

2 

Garu Nunnery 

Nyemo 

Gyaltsen Kunsang 

25 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Gyaltsen Lhagdron 

26 

nun 

1990/8/21 

7 

Garu Nunnery 

Shigatse 

Gyaltsen Lodroe 

17 

monk 

1 993/6/4 

6 

Tsepag Lhakhang 

student 

Gyaltsen Lungrig 

24 

nun 

1990/8/12 

5 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Lhoka 

Gyaltsen Nyingnyin 

23 

nun 

1992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Taktse 

Gyaltsen Sangmo 

24 

nun 

1993/6/14 

2 

Garu Nunnery 

Kongpo Gyamda 

Gyaltsen Sherab 

25 

nun 

1992/5/10 

5 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Gyaltsen Tsultrim 

22 

nun 

1993/6/14 

5 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa Nyangdren 

Jampa Legshe 

27 

monk 

1 993/7/3 

4 

Phenpo Nalandra Mnstry 

student 

Jampa Ngodrup 

48 

layman 

1989/11/12 

13 

Lhasa 

Tibetan medicine doctor 

Jampa Rangdrol 

21 

monk 

1 992/4/11 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Jampa Tenzin 

22 

monk 

1992/5/13 

2 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Jampa Tenzin 

20 

monk 

1 992/5/6 

4 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Jampa Tseten 

22 

monk 

1 992/5/6 

7 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Jampel Changchup 

33 

monk 

1989/3/16 

19 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Jampel Gendun 

31 

monk 

1 992/3/20 

9 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Jampel Losel 

29 

monk 

1 989/4/27 

10 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Jampel Monlam 

29 

monk 

1989/7/18 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Jampel Phuntsog 

27 

monk 

1991/9/27 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Jampel Tsering 

25 

monk 

1989/7/18 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Jamyang Kunga 

22 

monk 

1992/11/7 

4 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor 

student 

Jigme Sangpo 

64 

layman 

1 983[/09/3] 

28 

Lhasa 

Primary school teacher 

Jigme Yangdron 

24 

nun 

1 990/8/28 

7+5=12 

Shungsep Nunnery 

Lhokka 

Kalsang Dawa 

19 

monk 

1992/5/15 

3 

Toelung Tsome Monastery 


Kalsang Gyaltsen 

27 

monk 

1991/3/17 

6 

Toelung Dingkha Monastery 


Kalsang Thutop 

47 

monk 

1989/4/16 

18 

Drepung Monastery 

monastery accountant 


1 Chungdag was released when her sentence was reduced by about 11 months, according to Xinhua on 6 November 1994, which did 
not give a date for release. Her sentence had earlier been reduced by six months to 6.5 yrs about a year ago. 
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Tibetan Political Prisoners In Drapchi Prison 
Name Age Lay or 

Monk 

(February/March 1994) 

Date of Sentence Workplace 

Detention + Extension 

Occupation (Men) 

Place Of Birth (Women) 

Karma Trinley 

26 

nun 

1990/8/12 

4 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Toelung Dechen county 

Khyentse Legdrup 

21 

monk 

1992/11/7 

3 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor 

student 

Kunchog Lhundrup 

23 

layman 

1992/6/13 

13 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Kunchog Tsomo 

17 

nun 

1992/6/17 

3 

Gyama Shang 

Maldro Gongkar 

Kunsang Jampa 

19 

monk 

1992/8/22 

4 

Dragpa Monastery 

student 

Kunsang Tsering 

35 

monk 

1 988/3/7 

9 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Legdrup 

26 

layman 

1991/1/7 

3 

Gyantse 

painter 

Legshe Phuntsog 

23 

monk 

1 993/7/3 

5 

Phenpo Nalandra Monastery 

student 

Lhag-gyal 

25 

monk 

1991/6/3 

3 

Samye Monastery 

student 

Lhagpa 

23 

monk 

1993/8/27 

3 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My student 

Lhagpa 

25 

monk 

1989/10/6 

3 + 5 = 8 

Draglha Luphuk Monastery 

temple keeper 

Lhundrup 

23 

layman 

1992/6/13 

15 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Lhundrup Monlam 

25 

monk 

1 990/2/1 6 

4.6 

Gyantse Pelchoe Monastery 

student 

Lhundrup Sangmo 

26 

nun 

1990/8/12 

4 + 5 = 9 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Lhundrup Togden 

25 

monk 

1 990/7/1 5 

14 

Gyantse Pelchoe Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Choedrak 

19 

monk 

1991/12/6 

5 

Dragpa Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Choedrak 

19 

monk 

1 992/2/23 

5 

Sera Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Choedron 

28 

nun 

1 990/8/1 2 

5 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Lobsang Choedron 

27 

nun 

1 990/8/1 2 

7 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Lobsang Choekyi 

20 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

6 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa Dho-de 

Lobsang Dargye 

23 

monk 

1992/5/11 

7 

Dechen Sangnakhar Mnstry 


Lobsang Dorje 

21 

monk 

1992/5/16 

9 

Phurbu Chog Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Dradul 

18 

monk 

1992/6/10 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Drolma 

23 

nun 

1 992/2/3 

7 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Toelung 

Lobsang Drolma 

19 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

5 

Garu Nunnery 

Toelung 

Lobsang Geleg 

23 

monk 

1992/5/6 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Geleg 

28 

monk 

1989/11/17 

12 

Sera Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Gyaltsen 

19 

monk 

1993/6/4 

6 

Tsepag Lhakhang 

student 

Lobsang Jampa 

29 

monk 

1 992/3/20 

8 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Khedrup 

16 

monk 

1 992/6/1 7 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Legshe 

24 

monk 

1 992/3/20 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Lhundrup 

56 

layman 

1991/10/11 

5 

Chideshol 

farmer 

Lobsang Lungthok 

23 

monk 

1992/3/20 

7 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Ngawang 

23 

monk 

1992/5/11 

8 

Dragpa Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Palden 

21 

monk 

1992/5/16 

7 

Phurbu Chog Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Phuntsog 

24 

monk 

1991/5/20 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Sherab 

21 

monk 

1992/5/16 

8 

Phurbu Chog Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Tsondru 

83 

monk 

1 990/2/28 

7 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Yarphel 

22 

monk 

1992/6/13 

7 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Yeshe 

21 

monk 

1 992/3/20 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Lobsang Zoepa 

19 

monk 

1 992/8/22 

3 

Dragpa Monastery 

student 

Lodroe 

25 

layman 

1993/3/9 

5 

Gyama Trigang 

student 

Loyak 

34 

monk 

1989/3/10 

15 

Potala Palace 

temple keeper 

Migmar 

32 

layman 

1992/4/5 

5 

Lhokha Gongkar 

cinema equipment operator 

Namdrol Lhamo 

28 

nun 

1992/5/12 

6+6=12 

Rinpung 

Rinpung 

Namgyal Tashi 

63 

layman 

1991/6/3 

8 

Lhasa 

citizen 

Ngawang Bumchok 

22 

monk 

1992/6/15 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Chenma 

24 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Ngawang Chendrol 

18 

nun 

1993/6/14 

3 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhundrup county 
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Tibetan Political Prisoners In Drapchi Prison (February/March 1994) 


Name 

Age 

Lay or 

Monk 

Date of 

Detention 

Sentence Workplace 

+ Extension 

Occupation (Men) 

Place Of Birth (Women) 

Ngawang Chime 

19 

nun 

1993/6/14 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Ngawang Choechok 

19 

monk 

1991/9/14 

3 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Choekyi 

21 

nun 

1993/6/14 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhundrup county 

Ngawang Choekyi 

23 

nun 

1992/5/14 

5+8=13 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Choenyi 

20 

monk 

1 993/5/8 

4 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Choeshi 

24 

monk 

1992/5/12 

3 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Choezom 

22 

nun 

1992/3/21 

5+6=11 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Toelung 

Ngawang Choezom 

18 

nun 

1992/8/12 

2 

Lhasa 

Yatung 

Ngawang Choglang 

25 

monk 

1 993/6/28 

5 

Sungrabling Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Dawa 

18 

monk 

1991/9/10 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Dedrol 

24 

nun 

1993/6/14 

6 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Ngawang Dorje 

22 

monk 

1992/8/12 

3 


student 

Ngawang Dripsel 

28 

monk 

1992/5/12 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Gyaltsen 

30 

monk 

1989/4/16 

17 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Jamchen 

24 

monk 

1991/9/27 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Jigme 

20 

monk 

1993/6/6 

6 

Maldro Gongkar Lo Mnstry 

student 

Ngawang Jigme 

19 

monk 

1991/9/14 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Keldrol 

20 

nun 

1993/6/14 

5 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Ngawang Kelzom 

24 

nun 

1993/6/14 

5 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Lhasa Nyangdren 

Ngawang Kelzom 

24 

nun 

1993/6/14 

2 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa Nyangdren 

Ngawang Khedrup 

24 

monk 

1992/5/12 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Kunga 

28 

monk 

1 989/7/1 8 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Kunkyi 

18 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

2 

Garu Nunnery 

Taktse 

Ngawang Kunsang 

27 

nun 

1990/1/27 

6 

Garu Nunnery 

Toelung Dechen county 

Ngawang Lamchung 

22 

monk 

1992/12/19 

5 

Kyormolong Monstery 

student 

Ngawang Legsang 

22 

monk 

1 993/5/28 

5 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Legshe 

24 

monk 

1991/3/17 

4 

Toelung Dingkha Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Lhagsam 

24 

monk 

1992/5/12 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Lobsang 

23 

nun 

1993/7/16 

5 

Phenpo Namkar Nunnery 

Lhundrup 

Ngawang Lochoe 

19 

nun 

1992/5/14 

5+5=10 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Lungtok 

20 

monk 

1992/5/12 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Namdrol 

24 

monk 

1991/3/17 

3 

Toelung Dingkha Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Namling 

28 

monk 

1 993/6/27 

5 

Drugyal Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Nordrol 

23 

nun 

1992/5/14 

7 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Nyima 

23 

nun 

1992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Nagchu 

Ngawang Oeser 

25 

monk 

1989/4/16 

17 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Palden 

28 

monk 

1992/8/28 

4.6 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My.student 

Ngawang Palgon 

33 

monk 

1991/6/15 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

temple keeper 

Ngawang Palmo 

22 

nun 

1993/6/14 

3 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhundrup county 

Ngawang Palsang 

20 

monk 

1 993/6/6 

6 

Maldro Gongkar Lo Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Pekar 

32 

monk 

1 989/7/1 2 

8 

Drepung Monastery 

neshepa 

Ngawang Phulchung 

35 

monk 

1 989/4/1 6 

19 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Phuntsog 

20 

nun 

1992/5/14 

7 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Rapjor 

23 

monk 

1991/9/27 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Rigdrol 

22 

nun 

1 993/7/1 6 

5 

Phenpo Namkar Nunnery 

Lhundrup 

Ngawang Rigdrol 

20 

nun 

1992/6/5 

6 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Ngawang Rinchen 

33 

monk 

1 989/7/1 8 

9 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Samdrup 

18 

nun 

1992/6/17 

3 + 6 = 9 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa 

Ngawang Samten 

25 

monk 

1991/3/11 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 
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Ngawang Samten 

20 

nun 

1 992/6/5 

4 

Garu Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Ngawang She-nyen 

37 

monk 

1989/3/18 

6 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Sherab 

23 

monk 

1993/5/8 

4 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Sherab 

24 

monk 

1 992/3/11 

4.6 

Rinpung Rong Jamchen My. 


Ngawang Sonam 

21 

nun 

1993/6/14 

5 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Taktse county 

Ngawang Songrap 

25 

monk 

1991/9/27 

10 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Sothar 

24 

monk 

1992/5/12 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tendrol 

18 

nun 

1992/5/14 

3 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Tengye 

23 

monk 

1 992/5/1 8 

5 

Sera Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tensang 

24 

monk 

1991/9/14 

10 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tenzin 

25 

monk 

1989/3/18 

8 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tenzin 

19 

monk 

1992/12/19 

2 

Gongkar Shedrupling Mnstry 

student 

Ngawang Tenrap 

37 

monk 

1992/3/16 

7 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Thuchen 

21 

monk 

1991/9/10 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tsamdrol 

21 

nun 

1992/5/14 

5+5=10 

Samdrup Drolma Lhakhang 

Toelung 

Ngawang Tsondru 

28 

monk 

1991/3/17 

4 

Toelung Dingkha Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tsondru 

26 

monk 

1993/6/1 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Tsultrim 

27 

monk 

1989/3/18 

6 

Kyormolong Monastery 

student 

Ngawang Yangchen 

22 

nun 

1992/8/12 

3 

Chubsang Nunnery 


Ngawang Yangdrol 

23 

nun 

1993/6/14 

5 

Garu Nunnery 

Lhasa Nyangdren 

Ngawang Yeshe 

22 

monk 

1 992/2/11 

3 

Phenpo Serkhang Mnstry 

student 

Ngawang Zoepa 

25 

monk 

1992/3/11 

4.6 

Rinpung Rong Chamchin Mstry 

- 

Ngawang Zoepa 

29 

monk 

1991/3/17 

5 

Toelung Dingkha Mnstry 

mnnstry head, chantmaster 

Ngodrup 

41 

layman 

1 989/4/7 

11 

Lhasa 


Norbu 

22 

layman 

1 993/3/9 

4 

Yatung 

student 

Nyima Gyaltsen 

23 

monk 

1 993/6/4 

6 

Tsepag Lhakhang 

student 

Oeser Choenyi 

24 

nun 

1 990/8/28 

7 

Shungsep Nunnery 

Lhokha 

Palden Choedron 

21 

nun 

1990/8/21 

3 + 5 = 8 

Shungsep Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Pasang 

25 

layman 

1 989/3/8 

15 

Lhasa 

citizen 

Peldar 

62 

layman 

1992/12/13 

1.6 

Nagchu 

nomad 

Pema Kalsang 

54 

lay 

1991/5/27 

4 

Dranang Miru Village 

Township Senior Secretary 

Penpa 

21 

layman 

1 993/3/9 

3 


student 

Penpa (older) 

22 

monk 

1 993/7/4 

6 

Sungrabling Monastery 

student 

Penpa (younger) 

21 

monk 

1 993/7/4 

3 

Sungrabling Monastery 

student 

Penpa Drupgyal 

26 

layman 

1991/10/28 

3 

Gyantse 

painter 

Penpa Tsering 

25 

layman 

1987/10/1 

10 

Lhasa 

citizen 

Penpa Tsering 

28 

layman 

1991/mm/dd 

5 



Penpa Wangmo 

20 

nun 

1 992/2/1 3 

5 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Taktse county 

Phuntsog Jangsem 

21 

monk 

1991/9/14 

8 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Dadrak 

20 

monk 

1992/5/12 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Dekyi 

20 

nun 

1993/6/14 

6 

Garu Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Phuntsog Dondrup 

20 

monk 

1991/9/10 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Dorje 

36 

layman 

1 990/3/16 

10 

Lhasa 

Snowland Hotel worker 

Phuntsog Drime 

22 

monk 

1992/5/12 

8 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Gonpo 

24 

monk 

1991/9/14 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Gyaltsen 

34 

monk 

1988/3/8 

12 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Jorchu 

27 

monk 

1990/8/12 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Legsang 

21 

monk 

1992/5/12 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Lochoe 

24 

nun 

1992/3/21 

7 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Taktse 
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Phuntsog Namgyal 

23 

monk 

1992/5/12 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Nyidron 

24 

nun 

1989/10/14 

9+8=17 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Phenpo 

Phuntsog Palmo 

24 

nun 

1989/10/14 

8 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Toelung Dechen county 

Phuntsog Samten 

27 

monk 

1991/9/4 

10 

Nyethang Tashi Khang Mnstry 

chanting master 

Phuntsog Samten 

23 

monk 

1992/5/12 

6 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Ziji 

26 

monk 

1992/5/12 

8 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Thoesam 

23 

monk 

1993/6/1 

7 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Thubten 

30 

monk 

1992/6/12 

5 

Rame Monastery 


Phuntsog Thutop 

22 

monk 

1991/9/14 

5 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Phuntsog Tsamchoe 

22 

nun 

1992/3/21 

5 

Chubsang Nunnery 

Taktse 

Phurbu 

23 

monk 

1989/9/30 

3 + 6 = 9 

Ganden Monastery 

steward 

Phurbu Tsering 

27 

layman 

1989/3/7 

3 + 4 = 7 

Lhasa 

TAR Trade Dep't worker 

Rigzin Choenyi 

24 

nun 

1 990/8/28 

7+5=12 

Shungsep Nunnery 

Chushur county 

Rinchen Drolma 

22 

nun 

1993/6/14 

2 

Garu Nunnery 


Samten Choesang 

20 

nun 

1993/7/16 

6 

Phenpo Namkar Nunnery 

Lhundrup 

Samten Sangmo 

20 

nun 

1 993/7/1 6 

5 

Phenpo Namkar Nunnery 

Lhundrup 

Sodor 

25 

monk 

1989/8/16 

3 + 4 = 7 

Lhokha Bhumthang Monastery student 

Sonam Dorje 

23 

layman 

1992/6/13 

13 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Sonam Rinchen 

23 

layman 

1 992/6/1 3 

15 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Sonam Topgyal 

28 

layman 

1989/3/10 

5 

Lhasa 

painter 

Tashi Dondrup 

27 

layman 

1992/10/11 

1.6 

Nagartse 

farmer 

Tendar 

26 

layman 

1 989/3/9 

5 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Tendar Phuntsog 

58 

monk 

1 989/3/8 

3 + 6 = 9 

Potala Palace 

student 

Tenzin 

20 

monk 

1 992/5/7 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Tenzin 

23 

monk 

1 993/6/1 

5 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Tenzin Drakpa 

26 

monk 

1992/6/10 

8 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Tenzin Drakpa 

23 

monk 

1991/12/6 

8 

Dragpa Monastery 

student 

Tenzin Namdrak 

23 

monk 

1993/8/13 

6 

Phakmo Monastery 

student 

Tenzin Ngawang 

27 

nun 

1 990/8/1 2 

4 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Lhokha 

Tenzin Phuntsog 

39 

monk 

1 989/6/6 

5 

Sera Monastery 

carpenter 

Tenzin Phuntsog 

24 

monk 

1 992/3/20 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Tenzin Thubten 

24 

nun 

1 990/8/1 2 

5+9=14 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Tenzin Trinley 

23 

monk 

1992/11/7 

4 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My.student 

Tenzin Wangdu 

22 

monk 

1 992/6/1 3 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Thubten Kalsang 

19 

monk 

1 992/5/4 

6 

Maldro Gongkar Lo Monastery 

student of Tibetan Medicine 

and Astrology 

Thubten Kunkhyen 

17 

monk 

1992/11/7 

3 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My.student 

Thubten Monlam 

20 

monk 

1 992/8/28 

4.6 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My.student 

Thubten Namdrol 2 

67 

monk 

1987/12/9 

9 

Draglha Luphuk Monastery 

head temple keeper 

Thubten Norlha 

21 

monk 

1 992/6/1 3 

2 

Chideshol Dunbu Choekhor My student 

Thubten Tsondru 

23 

monk 

1 992/4/6 

4 

Chideshol Dunpu Choekhor My.student 

Thubten Yeshe 

42 

layman 

1 992/7/6 

15 

Maldro Gongkar 

farmer 

Trinley Choeden 

24 

monk 

1 992/5/1 2 

3 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Trinley Choedron 

20 

nun 

1 992/3/3 

5 

Mechungri Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Trinley Gyaltsen 

16 

monk 

1 993/6/4 

3 

Tsepag Lhakhang 

student 

Trinley Ngawang 

26 

layman 

1992/5/18 

5 

Won Tashi Dhoka 

farmer 

Trinley Tenzin 

31 

monk 

1992/5/12 

3 

Drepung Monastery 

student 


2 Thubten Namdrol was released on parole just over two years before the end of his 9 year sentence, according to Xinhua on 6 
November 1 994. The name was given by Xinhua as Tsewang Namdrub. 
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Tsering 

53 

layman 

1988/12/16 

7 

Lhasa 

community carpenter 

Tsering Dondrup 

25 

monk 

1991/9/4 

5 

Nyethang Tashigang Mnstry 

monastery shopkeeper 

Tsering Dondrup 

33 

monk 

1 988/3/8 

10 

TAR Buddhist Asstion School 

student 

Tsering Ngodrup 

61 

layman 

1 989/4/7 

7 

Lhasa 

restaurant steward 

Tsering Phuntsog 

26 

monk 

1990/7/15 

13 

Gyantse Pelchoe Monastery 

student 

Tseten Ngodrup 

19 

monk 

1993/8/13 

4 

Phagmo Monastery 

student 

Tsewang 3 

61 

layman 

1991/12/6 

5 

Lhasa 

community carpenter 

Tsondru 

29 

lay 

1991/6/4 

3 

Gongkar Kyiru shang 

farmer 

Tsondru Tharchin 

47 

monk 

1 988/3/7 

8 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Tsultrim Donden 

23 

monk 

1992/5/12 

4 

Drepung Monastery 

student 

Wangdu 

25 

monk 

1 989/3/8 

3 + 5 = 8 

Tsug Lhakhang (Jokhang) 

temple keeper 

Yeshe Dradul 

27 

monk 

1989/3/13 

5 

Sungrab Ling Monastery 

student 

Yeshe Drolma 

24 

nun 

1992/8/12 

3 

Phenpo Khungtsang Nunnery 

Maldro Gongkar 

Yeshe Jamyang 

20 

monk 

1 992/2/11 

4 

Phenpo Serkhang Monastery 


Yeshe Kalsang 

20 

monk 

1 993/6/6 

5 

Gyaldoe Monastery 

student 

Yeshe Khedrup 

20 

monk 

1992/5/6 

6 

Ganden Monastery 

student 

Yeshe Ngawang 

26 

monk 

1989/3/13 

5+9=14 

Sungrab Ling Monastery 

student 

Yeshe Samten 

22 

monk 

1993/6/19 

5 

Kyormolong Monstery 

student 

Yulo Dawa Tsering 4 

64 

monk 

1987/11/3 

10 

Lhasa City Religious Associat'n- 


end of list 


3 Tsewang (full name: Tsewang Palden) was released by parole, just over two years before the end of his sentence, according to 
Xinhua on 6 November 1 994. 

^994° ^ awa ^ ser ' n 9 was re l ease d on parole just over 3 years before the end of his sentence, according to Xinhua on 6 November 
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Tibet Information Network, London 


PRC's List of 56 Tibetans Arrested in 1993 


This list of 56 names is PRC's response to the list of 108 Tibetan political 
prisoners presented to the PRC by the US Government in October 1993. 

The reply was sent to the US Government in June 1994. 

The PRC reply consisted of a list of 107 names divided into four categories 
- "sentenced" (2), "not yet criminally sentenced" (43), "released" (11) and 
"cannot be found [identified]" (51). One name was missing from the PRC 
reply, probably because of a clerical error. 

The US list of 108 included details of the age, sex, residence and date of 
arrest of each prisoner, as far as could be provided by TIN and other 
western agencies. It also listed the offence for which the prisoner was 
believed to have been arrested - in almost all cases, taking part in 
demonstrations. 

The Chinese response, however, gives the names in Chinese and English 
under one or other of the four group headings - but nothing else. It gives no 
indications of sex, age, sentence, whereabouts, birthplace, etc. 


As a result in many cases it is impossible to know which prisoner they are 
referring to - for example there are two prisoners called Lobsang Gyaltsen 
on the list, two called Penpa, two called Norbu, and two called Sonam 
Gyalpo, with one of each pair placed in different categories. The Chinese 
reply is indecipherable in these cases. 

The details given here - age, birth, sex, residence, and date and reason for 
arrest - are those originally contained in the US list of 107 which the 
Chinese received. Note that these details were not in the Chinese reply and 
have not been confirmed or acknowledged by the Chinese and are added 
for convenience only. They are open to doubt. The fourth group of names, 
those who "could not be identified", has not been included in this list. 

Tibet Information Network, 

London, 31 August 1994 


*Names marked with a star are those cases where it is impossible to tell which 
prisoner is referred to by the Chinese. The details given for that prisoner are 
hypothetical. 


PRC information - confirmed - 


Name 


Place of Origin 


"Name List of 107 People" 

TIN information - not confirmed by PRC - ----- 

Workplace/Residence Sex/Age Date of Arrest Prison 


"Individuals currently serving sentence" 


Penpa 

Meldro Dushi 

Ganden Monastery 

m/22 

9 Mar 1993 

Drapchi 

Thapke 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/17 

30 May 1993 

- 

"Individuals not yet criminally sentenced" 





Bagdro 

Meldro Gyama 

monk 

m/25 

6 May 1993 


Bagdro 

Meldro Gyama Trikhang 

Nomad Farmer 

m/24 

4 May 1993 







Chime 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/25 

30 May 1993 


Dawa Tsering 

Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Lhokha 

m /- 

5 Jul 1993 


Dorje 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/15 

30 May 1993 


Dorje 

Meldro Gyama Dashar 
aka: Khangsar Dorje 

Farmer in Meldro 

m/25 

5 May 1993 


Gyaltsen Kelsang 

Nyangdren xiang #1 5 

Garu Nunnery 

f/23 

14 Jun 1993 

Gutsa 


aka: Kelsang Drolma, Gyatso Kelsang 




Gyaltsen Norbu 

Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Upper Chideshol, Kyimshi m/- 

28 Jun 1993 


Gyaltsen Palsang 

Meldro Gongkar 
aka: Nyima 

Garu Nunnery 

f/1 5 

14 Jun 1993 

Gutsa 

Gyaltsen Sangmo 

Kongpo Gyada Drugla 
aka: Achok Zompa 

Garu Nunnery 

f /- 

14 Jun 1993 

Gutsa 

Jampa Drolkar 

Lhundrup 

Nagar Nunnery, Chegar 

f/21 

17 Jun 1993 


Jampa Gelek 

Meldro Gyama 
aka: Kelsang Yonten 

Ganden Monastery 

m/17 

9 Mar 1993 

Gutsa 

Jampa Gyatso 

Meldro Gyama 
aka: Thubten Sherab 

Ganden Monastery 

m/20 

9 Mar 1993 

Gutsa 

Jampel Dorje 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/15 

30 May 1993 


Lhagpa 

Toshang Kyawo (?) 

Builder in Lhasa Sector 1 

m/28 

20 Jun 1993 


Lobsang Choedrag 

Lhasa 

Trader, Lhasa, Kyedrung Khngsr 

m/43 

17 Jun 1993 

Seitru 

Lobsang Gyaltsen 

*Nyemo 

Nyemo Gyaltse Monastery, 

m /- 

? Jun1993 


Lobsang Samten 

Meldro Jara 

Ganden Monastery 

m/18 

9 Mar 1993 

Gutsa 


aka: Topjor 





Lodroe 

Meldro Gyama Trikhang 

Nomad Farmer 

m/24 

4 May 1993 


Migmar 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/17 

30 May 1993 


Migmar 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/17 

30 May 1993 


Ngawang Chime 

Meldro Gongkar 
aka: Phudrol 

Garu Nunnery 

f/19 

14 Jun 1993 

Gutsa 

Ngawang Choedrag 

Nyemo Dardrong 

Nyemo Gyaltse Monastery, 

m/- 

? Apr 1993 


Ngawang Choedron 

Chideshol Drongshur 
aka: Chime Choedron 

Choebup Nunnery 

f /- 

28 Jun 1993 


Ngawang Choekyi 

Lhundrup Phondo 
aka: Choenga, Chelmo 

Garu Nunnery 

f/21 

14 Jun 1993 

Gutsa 

Ngawang Sherab 


Kyomolung Monastery 

m/- 

16 Jun 1993 


Ngawang Tsering 

Lhundrup Nyemo 


m/- 

27 Jun 1993 


Norbu 

*Taktse Dargye 

Ganden Monastery 

m/23 

9 Mar 1993 

Drapchi 
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Nyima 

Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Upper Chideshol, Kyimshi 

m /- 

28 Jun1993 


Palden Choedrag 

Lhasa Garu Shar 

Lay 

m/42 

6 Jun1993 

Seitru 

Pasang 


Drepung Monastery 

m /- 

? Jun 1993 


Pasang 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/24 

30 May 1993 


Pe-ngoe 

Lhasa 

Carpenter in Lhasa Kashali 

m/45 

25 May 1993 


Penpa 

*Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/19 

30 May 1993 


Phurbu Tashi 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/15 

30 May 1993 


Phurbu Tsering 

Shigatse 

Tashilunpo Monastery 

m /- 

15 Jun 1993 


Rabgyal 

- 

Mason in Lhasa Kyire 

m/45 

6 Jun1993 


Sonam 

Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Upper Chideshol, Kyimshi 

m/- 

28 Jun 1993 


Sonam Choephel 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/12 

30 May 1993 


Sonam Gyalpo 

Lhokha Gongkar 

Former trader, Lhasa 

m/- 

22 Jul 1993 


Tenpa 

* Lhasa 

Lay?* 

m/- 

? Jun1993 


Tsering 

*Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Upper Chideshol 

m/- 

28 Jun 1993 


Tsering 

*Lhokha Gongkar 

Farmer in Upper Chideshol, Kyimshi 

m/ 

28 Jun 1993 


Tseten Dorje 

Lhasa 

Religious Affairs Dept 

m/ 

9 May 1993 


Yangchen 

Lhasa 

Lay 

f/- 

2 May 1993 


"Individuals already released" 





Choephel 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/20 

30 May 1993 


Drolma 

Meldro Draglok, Rinchenling 

- 

f/53 

? Apr 1993 

Meldro 

Gendun Rinchen 

Kham Markham 

Tour guide in Lhasa 

m/46 

13 May 1993 

Seitru 

Lobsang Gyaltsen 

*Nyemo Sangri 

Farmer in Nyemo 

m/33 

15 May 1993 


Lobsang Yonten 

Lhokha 

Formerly Drepung Monastery 

m/61 

11 May 1993 

Seitru 


aka: Tsasur Choenzed 





Lodroe Phuntsog 

Lhasa 

guard, City Hospital 

m/53 

23 May 1993 


Loten 

- 

Gyurmed Monastery 

m/51 

6 Mar 1993 


Ngawang Donyoe 

- 

Sungrab Ling Monastery 

m /- 

? Jul 1993 


Tashi Chungchung 

Lhokha Chideshol 

Donphu Choekhor Monastery 

m/17 

30 May 1993 


Tashi Topgyal 

Lhokha 

Businessman in Lhasa 

m /- 

23 Jun 1993 


Tsenyi 

Lhasa 

Lhasa Kyire Lane 4 

f/22 

18 Jun 1993 

Seitru 

Note: TIN unofficial sources report that Sonam Gyalpo (Lhasa trader, born Lhokha) and Lobsang 

Choedrag (Lhasa trader) were released from Seitru in June or 

Jul 1994. 
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Most of these issues are still available. Items over 10 pages are usually charged at 2.00 pounds sterling each 


A. TIN NEWS REVIEWS Compilations of reports from Tibet B. TIN BACKGROUND BRIEFING PAPERS Research, Analysis and Translation 


A 1. 

News 

Reports: 

"Tibet - Uprising in Lhasa..." 

22 Mar 1989 

7pp 

B 1. The Kangchen Organisation [summary only] 


1988 

7pp 

A 2. 

News 

Reports: 

"Civil Disobedience..." 

15 Sep 1989 

8pp 

B 2. Case Study: Ngawang Phulchung 


1988 

5pp 

A 3. 

News 

Reports: 

"Army Rule in Lhasa Continues..." 

23 Oct 1989 

5pp 

B 3. Index of Printed Documents 

1988-90 

5pp 

A 4. 

News 

Reports: 

"Nepali Tibetans Held, Lhasa..." 

17 Nov 1989 

1 6pp 

B 4. News Reports: "Students Threaten to Demonstrate" 

29 Aug 

1988 

3pp 

A 5. 

News 

Reports: 

"Troops, Field Guns in Lhasa..." 

27 Dec 1989 

16pp 

B 5. Torture in Tibet 

4 Nov 

1988 

3pp 

A 7. 

News 

Reports: 

"Build-up to March 10th..." 

9 Mar 1990 

16pp 

B 6. A Forbidden Political Document from Tibet 

Dec 

1988 

3pp 

A 8. 

News 

Reports: 

"Martial Law Lifted in Lhasa..." 

30 Apr 1990 

21PP 

B 7. Human Rights Abuses in the PRC 

23 Jul 

1989 

4pp 

A 9. 

News 

Reports: 

"After Martial Law: Executions.." 

0 May 1990 

8pp 

B 8. Summary of Events in Lhasa, 5-7 March 1989 

July 

1989 

4pp 

A 10. 

News 

Reports 

Reports from Tibet Jun-Jul 90 

17 Aug 1990 

22pp 

B 9. Martial Law in Lhasa 

7 Aug 

1989 

3pp 

A 11. 

News 

Update 

October 1990 

6 Oct 1990 

4pp 

BIO. Role of Nuns in Tibetan Protest 

17 Oct 

1989 

16pp 

A 12. 

News 

Supplement: 

"Reconstruction in the Old City" 

9 Nov 1990 

8pp 

B 11. British Parliament Debate on Tibet: Analysis 

13 Dec 

1989 

12pp 

A 13. 

News 

Reports 

Reports from Tibet Aug-Oct 90 

10 Nov 1990 

23pp 

B 12. Random Notes on Population 

15 Apr 

1990 

12pp 

A 14. 

News 

Reports 

Reports from Tibet Nov 90-Feb 91 

20 Feb 1991 

20pp 

B 13. Extracts From Interviews on Situation in Tibet 

25 May 

1990 

22pp 

A 6. 

News 

Supplement: 

"Material & Spiritual Construction" 

20 Feb 1991 

49pp 

B 14. Suggestions for Parliamentary Questions 

May 

1990 

3pp 

A 15. 

News 

Reports: 

"Demonstrations Continue..." 

22 Mar 1991 

11PP 

B 15. Human Rights Situation in Tibet 

27 May 

1990 

9PP 

A 16. 

News 

Reports 

Reports from Tibet Mar-Aug 91 

30 Aug 1991 

76pp 

B 16. Notes on Observation in Tibet 

21 Sep 

1990 

6pp 

A 17. 

Interim News 

Reports from Tibet Sep 91-Ap 92 

Apr 1992 

32pp 

B 17. Defying the Dragon, Lawasia/TIN 

May 

1991 

144pp 

A 18. 

News 

Compilation 

Reports from Tibet Mar-Sep 1992 

2 Oct 1992 

34pp 

B 18. Political Prisoners in Tibet, Asiawatch/TIN 

Feb 

1992 

76pp 

A 19. 

News 

Compilation 

Reports from Tibet Oct 92-Oct 93 

25 Oct 1993 

125pp 

B 19. Background Papers: Literature, Security, Religion... 

2 Oct 

1992 

88pp 

A 20. 

News 

Review: 

Reports from Tibet Oct 93-Mar 94 

26 Ap 1993 

57pp 

B 20. Immigration into Tibet: A Study 

25 Oct 

1993 

18pp 

A 21. 

News 

Review: 

Reports from Tibet Apr-June 94 

6 Jul 1994 

37pp 

B 21. Birth Control in Tibet: A Survey 

30 Mar 

1994 

32pp 

A 22. 

News 

Review: 

Reports from Tibet Jul-Oct 94 

8 Nov 1994 

56pp 

B 22. Birth Control in Tibet: Documents and Laws 

30 Mar 

1994 

55pp 







B 23. Demolition in the Old Quarter of Lhasa, 1993 

8 Nov 

1994 

23pp 
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